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¢ XcelEnergy-

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Ms. Tamara Cameron

Branch Chief

St. Paul District, US Army Corps of Engineers
180 Fifth St E, Suite #700

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Ms. Cameron;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township

Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19,29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdtinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mr. Kurt Waterstradt

State Coordinator

Wisconsin Private Lands Office
US Fish & Wildlife

4511 Helgesen Dir.

Madison, W1 53718-6747

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Waterstradt;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignhment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Ms. Louise Clemency

Field Supervisor

Green Bay Ecological Services Office
US Fish & Wildlife

2661 Scott Tower Dr.

New Franken, W1 54229

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Ms. Clemency;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignhment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Ms. Jeanne Higgins

Forest Supervisor
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest
US Forest Service

1170 4th Ave S

Park Falls, WI 54552

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Ms. Higgins;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mzr. Ellsworth Brown

Director

State Historical Society of Wisconsin
816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706-1482

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Brown;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19,29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and

recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and

your response to it.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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L ol

RaeLy!';:&l Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
Sherman Banker, Compliance Archaeologist, State Historical Society of Wisconsin
John Broihahn, State Archaeologist, State Historical Society of Wisconsin
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mr. Bob Fasick

Highway Operations Engineer

WisDOT Bureau of Highway Operations
Hill Farms State Office Bldg

4802 Sheboygan Ave

Madison, WI 53707-7999

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Fasick;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignhment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mr. Gary Dikkers

Bureau of Aeronautics

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
4802 Sheboygan Ave #701

Madison, WI 53707

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Dikkers;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignhment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19,29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mr. Don Gutkowski

Director

Northwest Region Office

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
718 W. Clairemont Ave

Eau Claire, WI 54701-5108

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Gutkowski;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mr. Peter Nauth

AIS Program, Land Resources bureau

Wisconsin Dept of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection
2811 Agricultural Dr.

PO Box 8911

Madison, WI 53708-8911

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Nauth;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,

) /7
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mrt. Dave Siebert, Director
Office of Energy
Wisconsin DNR

101 S Webster St

PO Box 7921

Madison, W1 53707-7921

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Siebert;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignhment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.

Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Project
June 14, 2010 Page 1



Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Ms. Deena Mortenson

ROW Specialist

Bureau of Indian Affairs - Great Lakes Agency
916 West Lake Shore Dr.

Ashland, WI 54806-1357

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Ms. Mortenson,;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignhment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19,29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and

recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and

your response to it.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,

py /7
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RaeLy!';:&l Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mrt. Terrence Virden

Regional Director

Bureau of Indian Affairs - Midwest Regional Office
One Federal Drive

Room 550

Ft. Snelling, MN 55111-4007

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Virden;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignhment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and

recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and

your response to it.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,

py /7
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RaeLy!';:&l Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Louis Taylor, Chair

Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Governing Board
Lac Courtes Oreilles Tribe

13394 West Trepenia Rd

Hayward, W1 54843

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Taylor;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19,29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and

recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and

your response to it.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,

py /7
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RaeLy!';:&l Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
Jerry Smith, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer;
Brian Bissonnette, Secretary and Treasurer;
Nita Kemp-Ridell
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mr. Gary Gedart

Highway Commissioner
Sawyer County Highway Dept.
14688 W County Rd B
Hayward, W1 54843

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Gedart;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alighment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19,29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,

) /7
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 14, 2010

Mr. Dale Olson

Zoning Administrator

Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation Dept.
10610 Main Street

PO Box 676

Hayward, WI 54843

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, W1
Dear Mr. Olson;

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV)
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s

transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Township | Range Sections
Name
Sand Lake 39 9 5,8,9,15-17, 22 - 24, 26, 27, 34 -
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32
Edgewater 38 9 1-3,11-14, 23,24
Meteor 38 8 3-6,9-13,15-22
Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section
20 or 21 of Radisson Township.
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Sincerely,
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RaeLy&Fxﬁ Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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Xcel Energy’

N

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

June 29, 2010

Mr. Dale Olson

Zoning Administrator

Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation Dept.
10610 Main Street

PO Box 676

Hayward, WI 54843

RE:  Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI
Dear Mr. Olson;

As you are aware, Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake
to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin.
The proposed project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing
Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This
Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel
Energy requests your continued participation and comment on this Project.

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes
are located are shown in the table below. Please note that the table included in the original June 14,
2010, letter that was sent to your office used the congressional township boundaries, not the civil
ones used by Sawyer County shown below. As the previous letter indicated, the route corridors
shown on the map are general locations; route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.

Sections in Project Area — Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Township Range .
Town Name Number Number Sections
Bass Lake 29 9 5
Sand Lake 8,9,15-17,22-24, 26, 27, 34 - 36
Sand Lake 19, 30, 31
39 8
Couderay 29, 32
Sand Lake 1-3,11-14,
38 9
Edgewater 23,24
Couderay 38 8 3-13,15-22
Couderay 18
. 38 7
Radisson 17, 20, 21
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Mr. Dale Olson
Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation Dept.

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone
Lake Substation in Bass Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed
to be located near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The
majority of the proposed routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with
only a few short segments that would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the
existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel Energy is currently proposing to build the 161 kV line on
separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing upgrades to the existing Stone Lake
substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 20 or 21 of Radisson
Township.

I'look forward to continuing to coordinate with you as the Project develops and would like to meet
with you to discuss any further thoughts or concerns you may have. In the interim, please feel free
to contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raclynn.asah@xcelenergy.com with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

D ol
¢ figﬁ ™~ __

RaeL;%n Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map

Cc: Joyce Pickle, HDR
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@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Justin Hall

Bass Lake Township
9327N Ski Hill Rd
Hayward, WI 54846

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Mr. Hall,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

. f’i"a ? j\:ﬁ ﬁ’”

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
December 17, 2010

Dawn Henk

Bass Lake Township
14412 W County Hwy K
Hayward, WI 54843

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Ms. Henk,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely, 7/
' x’}ﬂ -'/ .
Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

James Bassett

Couderay Township
12353 W Chafer Rd
Couderay, W1 54828

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Mr. Bassett,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

r

Sincerely, 7

i

Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Charlie Warner
Couderay Township
13224 W Ortwig Ln
Exeland, WI 54835

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Mr. Warner,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

r

Sincerely, 7

i

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Bill Zimmer
Edgewater Township
16668 W Oriole Ln
Birchwood, W1 54817

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Mr. Zimmer,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

r

Sincerely, 7

i

Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Natalie Clemens
Edgewater Township
PO Box 338
Birchwood, W1 54817

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Ms. Clemens,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

r

Sincerely, 7

i

Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
December 17, 2010

Phil Quade
Radisson Township
3371N State Rd 40
Radisson, WI 54867

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Mr. Quade,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely, 7/
' x’}ﬂ -'/ .
Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
December 17, 2010

Janis Jensen
Radisson Township
PO Box 54
Radisson, WI 54867

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Ms. Jensen,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely, 7/
' x’}ﬂ -'/ .
Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Robert Langham

Sand Lake Township
15209 W Langham Ln
Stone Lake, WI 54876

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Mr. Langham,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

r

Sincerely, 7

i

Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Elaine Nyberg

Sand Lake Township
PO Box 6

Stone Lake, WI 54876

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Ms. Nyberg,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

r

Sincerely, 7

i

Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Gary Gedart

Sawyer County Highway Dept.
14688 W County Rd B
Hayward, WI 54843

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Mr. Gedart,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

r

Sincerely, 7

i

Raelynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map



@ Xcel Energy’ 14 Nicoll Ml

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

December 17, 2010

Dale Olson

Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation Dept.
10610 Main Street,

PO Box 676

Hayward, WI 54843

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, W1

Dear Mr. Olson,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public.
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated. At this time, we would like to propose
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday,
January 6%, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM.

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule. If you are
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011. I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or
raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

. x*’f ? j\:ﬁ ﬁ’”

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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@ XcelEnergy-®

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

January 14, 2011

Government Official
Title

Address

Address

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, W1

Dear Government Official,

As you may be aware, Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience
and need application (CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV)
rebuild and 161 kV upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The
proposed Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone
Lake and Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link.
This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The
attached Project Area map (Attachment 1) shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy sent notices to landowners in the potentially affected areas; please see the Notice Area
Map and letter to residents (Attachments 2 and 3). We are hosting our first round of Open Houses
in the Project Area for the general public the first week of February. The purpose of these meetings
is to provide information about the proposed project, answer questions, and collect suggestions and
comments. All meetings will provide the same information in open house format; Xcel Energy staff
will be available at all meetings for questions and comments. In addition, Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal
Governing Board Leadership will attend the Open House on February 2, 2011 to answer LCO
specific questions.

The schedule of open houses is below; there will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening
meeting each day to accommodate varying schedules:

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 Wednesday, February 2, 2011  Thursday, February 3, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM  1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM  1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM

Veteran’s Community Center LCO Casino Radisson Community Center
10534 S Main St 13767 West County Road B 3795 N Clark
Hayward, WI 54843 Hayward, WI 54843 Radisson WI, 54867



As we move forward with the project, some of your constituents may have questions or concerns. I
can be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com to help you address anything that
may come up. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. Please feel free to contact me as we move

through the permitting process.

The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting and working with you.

Sincerely,

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosures:

Attachment 1: Project Area Map

Attachment 2: Notice Area Map

Attachment 3: Letter to Project Area Residents
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(//), xce’ E""-"e-r-gy”-lJl 414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
January 14, 2011

Landowner Name
Address
Address

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Resident,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need application
(CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV
upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin, see attached map. The proposed
Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and
Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project
will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached map
shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy will host the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public at the
beginning of February. The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed
project, answer your questions, and collect your suggestions and comments. All meetings will provide
the same information in open house format; Xcel Energy staff will be available at all meetings. In
addition, Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Tribal Governing Board Leadership will be available at the LCO
Casino Open House to answer LLCO specific questions. The schedule of open houses is below; there
will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening meeting each day to accommodate busy schedules:

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 Wednesday, February 2, 2011 Thursday, February 3, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM

Veteran’s Community Center LCO Casino Radisson Community Center
10534 S Main St 13767 West County Road B 3795 N Clark
Hayward, WI 54843 Hayward, WI 54843 Radisson WI, 54867

Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in proximity to our
potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely information, address questions
and concerns, and collaborate with the public and permitting authorities throughout the transmission
line siting and construction process. Please feel free to contact me as we move through the permitting
process.

If you are unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I can
be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com, or you can contact Dawn Schultz in our

Eau Claire office at 715-737-2486. The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst
Enclosure: Project Location Map

Attachment 3



@ XcelEnergy®

RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE™ Minneapolis, MN 55401

1-800-895-4999
xcelenergy.com

April 22, 2011

Government Official
Title

Address

Address

RE:  Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer
County, W1

Dear Government Official,

As you are aware, Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and
need application (CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161
kV upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project
would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay
substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve
the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached Project Area
map (Attachment 1) shows the three route alternatives currently under review by Xcel Energy.

Xcel Energy sent notices to landowners in the potentially affected areas of the three route options;
please see the Notice Area Map and letter to residents (Attachments 2 and 3). We are hosting our
second round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public the second week of May.
The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed project, answer
questions, and collect suggestions and comments. All meetings will provide the same information in
open house format; Xcel Energy staff will be available at all meetings for questions and comments.
You and your constituents are welcome to attend at any time during one or more of the sessions

listed, no formal presentation will be made.

The schedule of open houses is below; there will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening
meeting on the 11" and 12" as well as a Saturday meeting to accommodate varying schedules:

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 Thursday, May 12, 2011 Saturday, May 14, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 10:30AM — 2:00PM
Veteran’s Community Center Radisson Community Center Flat Creek Eatery
10534 S Main St 3795 N Clark 10290 N Hwy 27S

Hayward, WI 54843 Radisson WI, 54867 Hayward WI, 54843



As we move forward with the project, some of your constituents may have questions or concerns. I
can be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com to help you address anything that
may come up. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. Please feel free to contact me as we move

through the permitting process.

The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting and working with you.

Sincerely,

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosures:

Attachment 1: Route Alternative Map
Attachment 2: Notice Area Map

Attachment 3: Letter to Project Area Residents
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April 22,2011

Landowner Name
Address
Address

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer County, WI
Dear Resident,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need application (CPCN) for the
proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in
Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between
the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV
link. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached
map shows the three route alternatives currently under review by Xcel Energy.

Xcel Energy will host the second round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public the second
week of May. The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed project in an informal
setting, answer your questions, and collect your suggestions and comments. All meetings listed below will
provide the same information in open house format:

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 Thursday, May 12, 2011 Saturday, May 14, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 10:30AM - 2:00PM
Veteran’s Community Center Radisson Community Center Flat Creek Eatery

10534 S Main St 3795 N Clark 10290 N Hwy 27S
Hayward, WI 54843 Radisson WI, 54867 Hayward WI, 54843

There will be no formal presentation at these open house meetings; Xcel Energy staff will be available to answer
questions and informational handouts will be provided. Please feel free to show up at any time during any of the
above meeting times.

Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in proximity to our potential route
alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely information, address questions and concerns, and collaborate with the
public and permitting authorities throughout the transmission line siting and construction process. Please feel free
to contact me as we move through the permitting process.

These Open Houses are one of several opportunities for you to share your comments throughout the permitting
process. Upon submittal of the CPCN application to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin you will have
additional opportunities to share any comments or concerns with the Commission and with Xcel Energy. If you
are unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I can be reached at 612-
330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com, or you can contact Dawn Schultz in our Eau Claire office at 715-737-

2486. The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,

RaeLynn Asah, Permitting Analyst
Enclosure: Attachment 1: Route Alternative Map

Attachment 3
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Jim Doyle, Governor

\SCONg, Division of Transportation >

N . Investment Management Frank J. Busalacchi, Secretary

1 % Bureau of Aeronautics Internet: dot.wisconsin.gov
2

% § POBox7914 Telephone: 608-267-5018

,OFTR&P MADISON WI 53707-7914 FAX. 608-267-6748

E-mail: gary.dikkers@dot.state.wi.us

21 JUNE 2010

RAELYNN ASAH

XCEL ENERGY

414 NICOLLET MALL
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55401

Subject: Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line, Sawyer Co, WI
Reference: Your Letter, Same Subject, 14-Jun-10

Dear Ms Asah,

We have completed a review of the proposed routes for the upgraded 161 kV transmission
line between Stone Lake and Couderay in Sawyer County. The nearest public use airports
would be:

= Sawyer County Airport (HYR), Hayward, WI ~ 9.2 miles
» Nest of Eagles Airport (1H9), Spooner, WI ~ 13.8 miles
» Rusk County (RCX) Airport, Ladysmith, WI ~ 22.5 miles

The upgraded powerline would have no aeronautical effect on those airports, and we
have no objection. New poles in the powerline would also not require a WisDOT tall
structures permit in accordance with state statute 114.135, Airport protection.

NOTIFICATION TO THE FAA

In the unlikely event you plan any of the new transmission poles to be taller than 200 ft
above ground level (AGL), you would need to notify the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) in advance to comply with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 14, Part 77.13
using their Obstruction Evaluation/Airport Airspace Analysis (OE/AAA) website:

https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/portal.jsp




As we move forward with the project, some of your constituents may have questions or concerns. I
can be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com to help you address anything that
may come up. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. Please feel free to contact me as we move

through the permitting process.

The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting and working with you.

Sincerely,

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosures:

Attachment 1: Route Alternative Map
Attachment 2: Notice Area Map

Attachment 3: Letter to Project Area Residents



RaeLynn Asah
Page Two
21-Jun-10

Sincerely,

@WQL_\D:LLW

Gary L. Dikkers
Airspace Manager
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TOWN OF SAND LAKE, SAWYER COUNTY , WISCONSIN

July 29, 2011

Rae Lynn Asah

Xcel Hnergy

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401-1993

RIL: Town of Sand Lake
Dear Ms. Asah:

This letter is a confirmation of our telephone conversation in which | stated
that the Town of Sand Lake prefers steel poles in front of the Ham lake
Corridor on your proposed route, not the wood poles.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (715) 865-4732,
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter,

Sincerely,

— ) ) /
Rutosct ) Ferhn
AN ~

Robert J. Langham
Sand Lake Town Chairman

PLOCBOXN 6« STONE LAKE, W1 » 54876 000g
OFFTCLE PHONI 715865 2006 FAX: TI53-863 2090

CHAIRMAN ROBERT J, LANGHAM
SUPERVISOR I EDGAR GREGORY
SUPERVISOR 2 MICHAEL ROSSIO

FYE T s Y 4 3Rt er wrasm oy o



BIA NEPA QUESTIONNAIRE






@ Xcel Energy*

Minneapolis, MN 55401

RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE™

1-800-895-4999
xcelenergy.com

Tuesday, August 23, 2011

Fred Vande Venter

Environmental Protection Specialist

Bureau of Indian Affairs Great Lakes Agency
916 Lakeshore Drive West

Ashland, W1 54806

RE: Xcel Energy Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay 69/161 kilovolt High Voltage Transmission
Line (HVTL) Upgrade Project through the Lac Courte Oreilles Reservation

Dear Fred,

Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin corporation (Xcel Energy) is proposing to upgrade
the existing 69 kilovolt (kV) HVTL through the Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Reservation to a 69/161
kV HVTL (Project). The upgraded line would be entirely within the existing 100 foot rights-of-way
(ROW). Enclosed is Xcel Energy’s NEPA Environmental Assessment Questionnaire
(Questionnaire) for the Project. Xcel Energy has been working cooperatively with the LCO on the
Project. On December 2, 2010, the LCO and Xcel Energy entered into an agreement to maintain or
upgrade the current HVTL and associated ROW for fifty years.

Copies of the enclosed Questionnaire were provided to Jerry Smith, LCO Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer (THPO), and Nita Kemp-Riedell, LCO Realty Officer, on August 3, 2011 for
review and comment. Ms. Kemp-Riedell confirmed that the environmental review was complete
from her perspective and that nothing conflicted with the LCO land use plan. No comments were
received from Mr. Smith. Before completing the Questionnaire, however, Xcel Energy Project staff
accompanied Mr. Smith on May 6, 2011 for a field review of the proposed Project’s ROW within
the LCO Reservation. The team walked over areas identified by Mr. Smith as having the potential
to contain archaeological or cultural resources. No cultural resources were identified during this
field review. Mr. Smith agreed to continue to work with Xcel Energy throughout the line
construction, and indicated that he will assign cultural resources monitors to be in attendance during
excavation for structure foundation installation.

I'am happy to talk through any concerns or questions you may have as you review the Questionnaire
and associated appendices. Feel free to contact me at 612-330-6512, raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com
or Tim Rogers at 612-330-1955, timothy.g.rogers@xcelenergy.com with anything that may come up
during your review.

Thank yOu’
7 A
Krf‘ér‘l_‘l'f&tf:nf l"l:"!-"h o
[
RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst



Natural Resources
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Environmental Assessment Questionnaire
(Please Attach Additional Sheets if Necessary)

Applicant: Xcel Energy/Northern States Power Company, Wisconsin Date: August 3, 2011

Address: RaeLynn Asah Phone: 612-330-6512
414 Nicollet Mall (MP 8) Minneapolis, 55401

Tribe: Lac Courte Oreilles

Tribal Contact: Jerry Smith/ Nita Kemp-Riedell Phone: 715-634-8934

BIA Contact: Fred Vande Venter Phone: 715-682-4527

A. Proposed Action and Need (Lease? Timber Sale? Road Project? Right-of-Way? etc., and
Why? What is the Timeframe? Is There Any Income or Cost Involved and What is the Value?
Please Describe any Ground-Breaking, New Construction, or Land Use Changes Associated With
the Proposed Action. If None, Just Complete This Section. (Please Provide a Map and a Legal
Description.):

Xcel Energy’s proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission Project (the “Project”) would
upgrade the existing transmission line system between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay
substations in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposal would install a new 161 kilovolt
(kV) line in the same right-of-way (“ROW?”) as an existing 69 kV line that crosses the Lac
Courte Oreilles Reservation (“LCO Reservation”) for approximately 4.2 miles (“Existing
LCO ROW?”). There is also an existing 69 kV tap that runs approximately 1.5 miles south
from the main line to the Edgewater Substation, servicing the Enbridge Pump Station (“69 kV
Tap ROW?”). The ROW easements for these existing lines expired in 2009; Xcel Energy has
been discussing renewal of the easements with the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin Tribe (“LCO Tribe”) since 2008. As discussed further below,
depending on final route approval outside of the LCO Reservation, the Project may include
new ROW running along privately held land directly west of the Enbridge pump station to
serve the pump, and then continue on to connect to the 69 kV Tap ROW at the Edgewater
Substation. See Figure 1.

* Proposed Action
The Proposed Action involves Xcel Energy entering into a 50-year ROW agreement with the
LCO Tribe and Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to locate a double circuit 161/69 kV
transmission line in the 100-foot (ft) wide, 4.2-mile long Existing LCO ROW. The Proposed
Action would also renew the ROW agreement for the 69 kV Tap ROW running
approximately 1.5 miles south from the new double circuit line to the Edgewater Substation.
The Proposed Action would occur in the sections within the LCO Reservation listed in Table
1 below, and shown on Figure 1:

Table 1. Sections Crossed by the Proposed Action

Township Range Sections



L]

39 9 36

39 8 31
38 9 1
38 8 4.6

The Proposed Action would involve replacing the 33 existing wooden H-frame, 50 to70-ft
high single circuit 69-kV structures along the Existing LCO ROW with approximately 40
double circuit 161/69 kV, weathering steel davit arm monopole structures having a maximum
height of 100 ft (Figures 2 and 3). Three phases of 795 kcmil 26/7 Drake ACSS conductor
and three phases of 477 kcmil 26/7 Drake ACSR conductor would be installed, along with
two shield wires (one would be a steel and aluminum stranded wire containing a fiber optic
bundle core (generally known as optical ground wire), and the other would be a standard 3/8-
inch, seven-strand extra high strength steel (EHS) cable). The structures and foundations
would be designed to resist the line tension without guying. The Proposed Action would also
include replacing the two northern-most structures along the 69 kV Tap ROW, with the rest of
the existing structures along the Tap ROW remaining unchanged.

On December 1, 2010, Xcel Energy entered into an agreement with the LCO Tribe to
maintain or upgrade the existing 69 kV transmission line on the current ROW along Tribal
Land within the LCO Reservation.

Project Need

The Hayward area of northern Wisconsin has experienced growth and development of new
homes and businesses in the past several decades. Growth is expected to continue as the area
increases in popularity as a tourist destination and for year-round and seasonal residents.

The existing 69 kV transmission line system in the area is approximately 50 years old and is
susceptible to current and future load-serving problems. During peak use times, demand
exceeds the capacity of the current 69 kV transmission system, burdening the substation
equipment with higher loads than the equipment’s ratings. Xcel Energy planning studies
show this problem worsening over time, with the risk that increased overloading could lead to
power outages. Rebuilding the existing transmission line and adding the new 161 kV circuit
will address this overloading issue, strengthening the reliability of the area’s electric system.

Construction Activities

The Proposed Action will be designed to comply with applicable Federal, state, and local
regulations. All facilities would be constructed in accordance with the National Electrical
Safety Code (NESC), U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Standards,
and Xcel Energy’s own engineering and construction standards. Construction impacts would
be temporary and would include the use of bulldozers, graders, concrete trucks, tractor-trailer
trucks, and large cranes. Construction activities are described in more detail below.

Site Clearing —The proposed 161/69 kV transmission line would be constructed at-grade for
2



the majority of the ROW. In some isolated cases, grading could be required at structure
locations if there is sloping or uneven ground. In that situation, grading may be necessary to
level an access route and/or provide a working area. Equipment used for this grading would
likely consist of a front end loader or a small dozer. The great majority of the ROW within
the LCO Reservation is flanked by forested area. Although the Proposed Action would not
increase the existing ROW width, it is possible that adjacent trees may need to be cleared
during construction in isolated areas. Xcel Energy would discuss any such areas with the BIA
and LCO Tribe in determining appropriate minimization and restoration procedures.

Equipment Delivery and Transportation — Most of the material required for construction of the
transmission line, including poles, would be delivered to laydown areas located at sites
outside of the LCO Reservation. These and other needed materials and equipment, including
concrete, would then be transported to the construction sites along the ROW as construction
progresses.

Excavation, Foundations, and Structure Erection — Insulators and other hardware may be
attached to each structure while on the ground. The steel structures will be installed on drilled
pier concrete foundations if soil conditions permit. In poor soil conditions, driven steel pile
foundations may be required. Foundations for steel pole structures would require excavating
or auguring a hole approximately 20 to 40 feet deep and approximately 5 to 8 feet in diameter.
Excavation dimensions would depend upon soil conditions.

After the hole is excavated, it is filled with concrete from a local concrete batch plant. The
completed foundation is allowed to cure to develop the necessary strength. The pole would
then be lifted, placed, and secured on the foundation by a crane or similar heavy-duty
equipment. Excess soil would be removed from the site unless otherwise requested by the
LCO Tribe or affected landowner.

In wet soil conditions, limited dewatering may be necessary during excavation. Water would
be stored and discharged in accordance with Wisconsin regulations.

Removal of Existing 69 kV Structures — During installation of the 161/69 kV structures, the
existing 69 kV transmission line would be de-energized to allow safe working clearances
while installing the new structures. The existing 69 kV structures and associated conductors
would be removed before or while the new structures are erected. The removal crews would
use construction best practices utilizing construction equipment such as cranes, digger-derrick
trucks, bucket trucks, flat bed tractor-trailers, flatbed trucks, pickup trucks, and various
trailers. Conductors on the existing 69 kV structures would be retracted, rolled onto spools,
and removed from the site by truck. After the conductors are removed, crews would pull the
existing poles out of the ground, load the poles onto trucks and remove them from the site,
unless otherwise requested by the LCO Tribe.

Conductor Stringing — Conductors on the new structures would be installed by establishing

stringing setup areas within the ROW, typically every two miles, which would store the

spools of conductor cable. Once the structures were erected, crews would drive along the

ROW securing the conductor line through the insulators on the poles and installing shield wire
3




clamps once final sag is established. The structures would be accessed by a cherry picker or
similar vehicle with a hydraulic bucket system.

Construction Access — Access for the Proposed Action would be along the ROW for the
transmission line. No construction of additional temporary gravel access roads along the
ROW is anticipated for the Proposed Action.

Restoration — During construction, crews would limit ground disturbance wherever possible,
including avoiding driving over wet soils as feasible. Construction in particularly sensitive
areas such as wetlands would take place in the winter months whenever possible to minimize
soil impacts. Temporary disturbance areas would be restored to their original condition to the
extent practical. Reclamation activities would include removing and disposing of debris,
dismantling all temporary facilities, leveling or filling tire ruts, and controlling erosion.
Additionally, if any tree clearing was necessary in isolated areas, Xcel Energy would
coordinate with the LCO Tribe and affected landowners to determine the appropriate
revegetation strategy.

Schedule

Xcel Energy anticipates that construction of the 161/69 kV line through the LCO Reservation
would take approximately 16 weeks, including replacement of the two northern structures
along the 69 kV Tap ROW. Construction would start after all necessary permits and
approvals have been received for the entire Project, including those that apply to the areas
outside of the LCO Reservation boundaries.

B. Alternatives to Proposed Action (Preferred Alternative, No-Action Alternative, Other
Alternatives Considered)

L]

Preferred Alternative

Running from northwest to southeast along the Existing LCO ROW to the 69 kV Tap ROW,
the Preferred Alternative to the Proposed Action would only consist of a 161 kV line using
single circuit, weathering steel davit arm structures (Figure 4). Three phases of 795 kcmil
26/7 Drake ACSS conductor and three phases of 477 kemil 26/7 Drake ACSR conductor
would be installed, with one optical ground shield wire. The structures and foundations
would be designed to resist the line tension without guying. At the point where the 69 kV Tap
ROW interconnects with the Existing LCO ROW, double circuit 161/69 kV, weathering steel
davit arm monopole structures would be installed (see Figure 2) and continue southeast along
the Existing LCO ROW until the line exits the LCO Reservation just east of Devils Creek.
Three phases of 795 kemil 26/7 Drake ACSS conductor, three phases of 477 kemil 26/7 Drake
ACSR conductor, and two shield wires (one optical ground wire and one standard 3/8-inch,
seven-strand EHS cable) would be installed along this portion of the ROW.

The existing single circuit 69 kV line in the 69 kV Tap ROW running 1.5 miles south from the
Existing LCO ROW to the Edgewater Substation would remain in its existing condition and

not be upgraded beyond basic maintenance; only the two structures at the northern end of the
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Tap Segment would be replaced. The 69 kV transmission line would then exit the Edgewater
Substation to the west along private ROW.

The Preferred Alternative would involve placing approximately six 161 kV structures and
approximately 35 161/69 kV structures along the Existing LCO ROW (Figure 5). These
structures would have a maximum height of 100 ft.

The Preferred Alternative would include new ROW along privately held land directly west of
the Enbridge pump station served by the Edgewater Substation, and then continue on the
existing 69 kV Tap ROW north to the new double circuit line in the Existing LCO ROW, as
shown on Figure 5.

The construction activities and schedule described above for the Proposed Action would be
the same for the Preferred Alternative.

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would be the result of a decision not to approve an upgrade of the
69 kV transmission line along the Existing LCO ROW. This would result in the continued
operation and maintenance of the existing 69 kV transmission line within the LCO
Reservation. The No Action Alternative is shown on Figure 6. The No Action Alternative
would not meet the need to alleviate the current and growing risk of overloading the existing
69 kV transmission system in the area because of increasing customer demand for electricity.

C. Description of the Affected Environment
1. Land Resources (Topography, Soils, Geology, Floodplains, Minerals, Fossils, etc.):

L]

Topography — The general topography of northwestern Wisconsin, including the southern
portion of the LCO Reservation in the Project area, consists of level and low rolling hillside
terrain, with small valleys carved by pre-historic glacial movements. Around lakes and rivers,
the landform can consist of steeper banks and shorelines. The terrain crossed by the existing
69 kV transmission line ROWs in the LCO Reservation is predominantly rolling; the
elevations range from approximately 1,265 ft above mean sea level (“amsl”) to 1,515 ft amsl.

Soils — Soils within the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs in the LCO Reservation are
those typically found in forested areas in the northern part of Wisconsin. Soil series are
mapped by each county’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS”) office. The
existing transmission line ROW crosses 15 soil series. Table 2 provides NRCS descriptions
of the soil series beneath the existing 100-ft wide utility ROW.

Table 2. Soil Series within Existing Right of Way

Soil Series Description

Billyboy Silt Loam Very deep, moderately well drained soils formed in 50 to 100

centimeters of loess or silty alluvium, loamy alluvium and in the
underlying stratified sandy outwash.

Capitola Muck Very deep, poorly drained and very poorly drained soils which are
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moderately deep to a densic contact. They formed in a mantle of
silty or loamy alluvium and in the underlying dense sandy loam
till.

Freeon Silt Loam

Very deep, moderately well drained soils which are deep to a
densic contact. They formed in loess or silty lacustrine deposits.

Lupton and Cathro Soils

Very deep, very poorly drained soils formed in organic deposits
more than 51 inches thick. They formed in depressions on lake
plains, moraines, outwash plains, stream terraces, and flood plains.

Magnor Silt Loam

Very deep, somewhat poorly drained soils which are deep to a
densic contact. They formed in loess or silty lacustrine deposits.

Manitowish Sandy Loam

Very deep, poorly drained and very poorly drained soils which are
moderately deep to stratified sandy outwash.

Minocqua Muck Very deep, poorly drained and very poorly drained soils which are
moderately deep to stratified sandy outwash.
Newood Sandy Loam Very deep, moderately well drained soils that are deep to a densic

contact. They formed in loamy till on end moraines, disintegration
moraines, ice-walled glacial lake plains, and drumlins.

Newood-Pence Complex

Very deep, moderately well drained to somewhat excessively
drained soils that are deep to a densic contact.

Newot Sandy Loam

Very deep, well drained soils that are deep to a densic contact.
They formed in loamy till on end moraines, disintegration
moraines, ice-walled glacial lake plains, and drumlins.

Padus Sandy Loam

Very deep well drained soils which are moderately deep to
stratified sandy outwash.

Pence Sandy Loam

Very deep somewhat excessively drained soils which are shallow
to stratified sandy outwash.

Pesabic Sandy Loam

Very deep, somewhat poorly drained soils that are deep to a densic
contact.

Santiago Silt Loam

Very deep, somewhat poorly drained soils which are deep to a
densic contact.

Worcester Sandy Loam

Very deep somewhat poorly drained soils which are moderately
deep to sandy outwash on glacial lake plains, outwash plains, and
stream terraces.

The existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs in the LCO Reservation contain 21% prime
farmland, 4% prime farmland when drained, 71% farmland of statewide importance and 4%
non-prime farmland, as shown on Figure 7. However, none of these lands are currently used

for agricultural purposes.

* Geology — The LCO Reservation is underlain by unconsolidated sediments deposited during
the Late Wisconsin glacial period (approximately 10,000 years before present). Sediments in
the western half of the LCO Reservation are comprised of outwash sand and gravel that is
pale brown to gray in color and well-sorted, and include cobbles and boulders. The sediments
in the eastern half of the LCO Reservation are sandy loam till consisting of brown, nonsorted
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sandy loam with pebbles, cobbles, boulders, and peat. Lithology of the coarse grains varies
with the bedrock in the same region. Water well records indicate the unconsolidated
sediments range in thickness from 42 feet at Radisson, Wisconsin, to 250 feet approximately
three miles west of Stone Lake. Bedrock consists of Precambrian-age granite and quartzite at
Radisson and Cambrian-age sandstone near Sand Lake.

e Floodplains —The Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) designates areas that
are likely to experience flooding in a 100-year rainfall event. FEMA identifies 100-year
floodplains around many of the surface water features located within the LCO Reservation.
The existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs cross FEMA floodplains associated with the
Couderay River, Surette Creek, and Devils Creek within the LCO Reservation.

The Existing LCO ROW crosses approximately 2,130 ft of FEMA floodplains at these three
water features: 850 ft across floodplain associated with the Couderay River; 1,050 ft across
floodplain associated with Surette Creek; and 230 ft across floodplain associated with Devils
Creek. There are two existing H-frame structures within the mapped floodplains; one in the
floodplain associated with the Couderay River and one in the floodplain associated with
Surette Creek. Figure 8 shows FEMA floodplains in the Project area.

e Minerals — There are some sand and gravel quarries in Sawyer County. However, the land
area surrounding the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs within the LCO Reservation is
heavily forested, and no mineral deposits of economic worth have been identified in the
ROW. There are no active mineral-based mining operations within the Existing LCO ROW,
and none are currently underway in this area of the LCO Reservation.

* Fossils — The nature of the underlying geologic conditions within the LCO Reservation and
Sawyer County, and those under the Existing LCO ROW, are unlikely to contain any
paleontological resources. The acidic nature of the soils found in this region of Wisconsin
generally precludes the fossilization of organic material, dissolving organic tissue, and
endoskeleton tissue. Paleontological resources that may have survived over time are likely to
be buried at depths greater than 30 ft, below the average depth required for a buried pier
foundation supporting a transmission line structure. Any resources within the Existing LCO
ROW may have been disturbed previously during the transmission line’s construction.
However, despite the lack of existing information on fossils in this region, it is possible that
paleontological resources exist.

2. Water Resources (Surface and Ground; Quality, Quantity, Use, Rights, Wetlands, etc.):

e Surface and Ground Waters — From northwest to southeast, the Existing LCO ROW spans an
unnamed tributary to the Couderay River, the Couderay River, Surette Creek, and Devils
Creek within the boundary of the LCO Reservation. There are no existing structures placed
within the bed and banks of these streams. The Existing LCO ROW does not cross any lakes
or ponds. The 69 kV Tap ROW exiting the Edgewater Substation does not cross any surface
water features. Figure 8 shows water resources within the Project area.



Groundwater resources in Sawyer County include both bedrock and unconsolidated (e.g., sand
and gravel) aquifers. The depth to water varies from less than ten feet to over 100 ft in wells
installed in the unconsolidated aquifer. No registered water wells exist near the Existing LCO
ROW; the nearest registered water well is located approximately three miles north of the
Existing LCO ROW.

Special Status Surface Waters — There are two surface water features crossed by the Existing
LCO ROW that are considered Areas of Special Natural Resource Interest (“ASNRI”) by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (“DNR”): the Couderay River and Devils Creek.
The Couderay River is also designated by the DNR as an Outstanding Resource Water
(“ORW?”). ORW waters have been recognized as providing outstanding recreational
opportunities, supporting valuable fisheries and wildlife habitat, having good water quality,
and not having been significantly impacted by human activities. Typically, there are no point
source pollutants discharging to ORWs, though they may receive runoff from nonpoint
sources. The DNR does not permit any discharge to an ORW that would increase pollutant
levels. Additionally, Devils Creek is designated as a Class I trout stream, indicating high
quality habitat and self-sustaining trout populations.

Water Quality and Quantity — The Clean Water Act requires states to release, every two years,
a list of streams and lakes that are not meeting their designated uses because of excess
pollutants (impaired waters). The list, known as the 303(d) list, is based on violations of
water quality standards. Impaired waters require studies to determine the total amount of
pollution, or total maximum daily load, that a water body can receive before water quality
standards are violated. In 2008, the latest year the Wisconsin DNR conducted an assessment
of impaired waters, none of the rivers, streams, tributaries, creeks or lakes within the LCO
Reservation were considered to be impaired waterways.

Surface and ground water quality is excellent in the aquifers, with low dissolved solid
concentrations and relatively few indications of contamination.

Water Use — In this portion of the LCO Reservation, residential water use is generally
provided by wells.

Water Rights — There are no specific water rights, political or water-ownership jurisdictional
boundaries governing water use or control within the LCO Reservation.

Wetlands — The Wisconsin Wetland Inventory (“WWTI”) identifies several wetland areas along
the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs through the LCO Reservation, generally
associated with the Couderay River and its tributaries. No field delineations have occurred for
the Project at this time; field review and aerial photograph and LIDAR data interpretation
indicate that the WWI mapping is generally accurate in locating wetlands, although there are
some areas where the WII boundaries appear to be “shifted” by 50 to 100 ft when compared to
aerial and topographic data.

The Existing LCO ROW crosses five mapped WWI wetland areas for a total of approximately
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2,070 ft, while the 69 kV Tap ROW crosses one mapped wetland for approximately 1,300 ft.
These wetlands are all classified as deciduous scrub/shrub or forested palustrine types,
although maintenance operations within the ROW prevent large woody vegetation from
growing taller than approximately 5 to 7 feet. There are currently four H-frame structures in
the mapped WWI wetland areas in the Existing LCO ROW; the 69 kV Tap ROW has two H-
frame structures in mapped wetlands. Figure 8 shows mapped WWI wetlands within the
Project area.

3. Air (Quality, Visibility):

[ ]

Sawyer County currently is in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standards for
air pollutants, along with neighboring Ashland, Price, Rusk, and Washburn counties.

4. Living Resources (Vegetation, Animals, Agriculture, Threatened/Endangered Species):

L]

Vegetation — The overall Project is located in the North Central Forest landscape, which is
generally dominated by hardwood deciduous species with scattered pockets of hemlock and
pine, wetlands and lakes, and limited amounts of cropped agriculture. Vegetation in the
vicinity of the Proposed Action within the LCO Reservation is generally forested, consisting
of a mix of deciduous and coniferous species, including oak, maple, basswood, aspen, birch,
spruce, and red and white pine (Figure 9). Lowland shrub covers are also present. As
discussed above, some of the forested and shrub areas are wetlands. Table 3 shows the
vegetation communities within 50 ft of the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWSs within the
LCO Reservation, according to 2007 land cover data.

Table 3. Vegetation Communities within 50 ft of Existing ROW Corridor

Percentage of Corridor
Community Type Existing LCO | 69 kV Tap ROW

ROW

Mixed/other Broad-leaved deciduous Forest 27% 57%

Mixed Deciduous/Coniferous Forest 6% 0%

Forested Wetland (Deciduous/Coniferous) 3% 6%

Lowland Shrub (Deciduous) 4% 2%

Barren 0% 2%

Grassland 30% 8%

Aspen 19% 2%

Oak 3% 23%

Maple 4% 0%

Red Pine 1% 0%

Emergent/Wet Meadow 1% 0%

Open Water 2% 0%

It should be noted that the 100 ft wide 69 kV transmission line ROWs through the LCO
Reservation are maintained by Xcel Energy to prevent large, woody species from growing
taller than approximately 5’ to 7°. Grassland habitat is therefore present within the ROWs,
along with low-lying shrubs.




[ ]
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Animals — Wildlife found in the forested, wetland, and shrubland habitats adjacent to the
existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs within the LCO Reservation could include white
tailed deer, raccoons, otters, coyote, rabbits, squirrels, black bear, fisher, fox, skunks, minks,
muskrats, and smaller rodents such as mice and voles. Bird species include waterfowl species
using the surface water features in the area, woodland species in the forested areas, and edge
species that use the grassland/forest edge that is created by the existing transmission corridor.
A list of bird species documented in the 2009 Couderay and Weirgor Springs USGS Breeding
Bird Survey routes, located approximately 2.8 and 2.7 miles from the Proposed Action,
respectively, are attached in Appendix A. Reptile and amphibian species are likely to be
found in the wetland and stream features crossed by the existing transmission line.

Agriculture — The land area crossed by the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs through
the LCO Reservation is heavily forested, and does not contain any land used for cultivated
agricultural practices or grazing.

Threatened/Endangered Species — The Wisconsin DNR Natural Heritage Inventory (“NHI”)
database indicates that there are records of several listed species within two miles of the
Proposed Action in the LCO Reservation. These species include the wood turtle (Glyptemys
insculpta), the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), and the gray wolf (Canis lupus).

o Bald Eagle
This bird is listed as a Special Concern species in Wisconsin, and is federally protected
by the Bald & Golden Eagle Protection Act. Bald eagles prefer large isolated forested
habitats near lakeshores and large rivers with reliable food sources and tall trees for
nesting, roosting, and hunting. They do not tolerate much human activity near their
nests sites during active breeding season and often desert them in areas of high human
activity. The breeding season extends from February through August. There are two
documented nest sites in the vicinity of the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs in
the LCO Reservation.

o Gray Wolf
This mammal is listed as a Special Concern species in Wisconsin, and is federally
listed as endangered. Wolves are social animals living in large family groups or
packs. A wolf pack territory may cover 20-80 square miles. Wolves are generalists
and utilize a variety of habitat types for different reasons in different seasons. Overall,
their preference is for areas of large continuous forest with low road densities and
human activity. Wolves mate in January and February, and give birth in April-May.
By October, wolf pups are almost full grown. Most of the area around the Proposed
Action is mapped as potential gray wolf habitat by the NHI.

o Wood Turtle
This turtle is listed as a Threatened species in Wisconsin. It prefers lowland hardwood
forests and open wet meadows near moderate to fast current streams and rivers with
sand or gravel substrates. The turtles often forage in upland deciduous forests and wet
meadows up to 300 meters from rivers and streams. Nesting occurs in late May
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through June, and hatching starts in August. Hatchling and juvenile wood turtles are
strongly associated with alder thickets adjacent to water sources. There are three
documented occurrences of wood turtle in the vicinity of the 69 kV transmission line
ROWs within the LCO Reservation.

On November 2nd and 3rd, 2010, Cedarburg Science, LLC (“Cedarburg”) conducted a natural
resource assessment reconnaissance visit of the overall Project area. This included a general
assessment of potential habitat for sensitive species in the vicinity of the existing 69 kV
transmission lines within the LCO Reservation. However, given the limited access from
public roads, Cedarburg did not conduct field survey of their entire ROWSs, or conduct any
species-specific surveys. The results of the reconnaissance visit indicated that the existing 69
kV transmission line ROWs are adjacent to potential habitat for the species listed above, as
shown in Figure 10.

5. Cultural Resources (Archeological, Historic, Cultural, and Religious Properties): The Wisconsin
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has been engaged as a participant in the overall Project. A
literature search of records contained within the SHPO offices has determined no documented
occurrences of archeological, cultural, historic or religious properties within the boundaries the LCO
Reservation. In addition to SHPO, Xcel Energy is coordinating with the LCO Tribal Historic
Preservation Office (“LCO THPO”) in an effort to identify archeological, cultural, historic or
religious properties or resources within the borders of the LCO Reservation and the existing 69 kV
transmission line ROWs. On May 6, 2011, Xcel Energy staff accompanied Jerry Smith, the Tribal
Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) for the LCO Tribe, on a field review of the ROW within the LCO
Reservation. The team walked over areas identified by Mr. Smith as having the potential to contain
archaeological or cultural resources. No cultural resources were identified during this field review.

Xcel Energy will work with the LCO THPO to develop a plan should previously unknown archaeological
resources or human remains be inadvertently encountered during construction; any inadvertent
discoveries will yield a stop of work and immediate contact with Mr. Smith. This plan will outline the
framework for handling such discoveries in an efficient and legally compliant manner. Crews will be
trained for identification of possible resources in advance of construction. The LCO THPO will
continue to work with Xcel Energy throughout the line construction, and cultural resources monitors will
be in attendance during structure foundation augering. If human remains are discovered during
construction, work would cease on the site and appropriate authorities would be contacted in accordance
with local and state law.

6. Socioeconomic Conditions (Economic Conditions, Environmental Justice (EJ) Issues, Community
Services, etc.): The analysis for this section was conducted using U.S. Census Bureau data from the
2000 U.S. Census as a base (the latest Census data available at the time of this document),
supplemented by appropriate federal and state data to provide the most accurate assessment of
existing conditions as possible. The Census Bureau provides the American Indian and Alaska Native
(“AIAN”) Datasets specifying socioeconomic conditions for tribal communities and reservations. It
should be noted that the geographic area specified by the Census Bureau for AIAN data includes
populations residing within the reservation and off-reservation trust lands.

o Fconomic Conditions —
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o Income and Employment — In 2000, the LCO Reservation and Off-Reservation
population totaled 2,900, with a total of 1,019 households and 728 families. The median
population age was 31.5 years, and the population was split almost evenly between
males (1,430) and females (1,470).

For the population 16 years and older, 53.4% of the population was employed in the
civilian labor force, while 7.9% were unemployed, and 38.6% were not in the civilian
labor force. Statistics for armed forces employment were not provided. The median
household income was $25,764 dollars, while the median family income was $26,759
dollars. Per capita income was $11,746.

Poverty statistics indicate that approximately 644 individuals (approximately 23.1% of
the total tribal population) had incomes below the federal poverty level based on 1999
dollars. Approximately 149 families (20.5% of the total tribal families) had incomes
below the federal poverty level based on 1999 dollars.

o Property Values — Affected properties were analyzed as part of the Project’s easement
appraisal process (Appraisal Summary Report, Appendix B).

o Recreation and Tourism — Public access to the southern portion of the LCO Reservation
is restricted by the limited availability of public roads through the area. It is possible
that some outdoor recreational activities occur in this area. The Couderay River is
identified as a river for non-motorized recreational boating north and south of the Billy
Boy Dam (which is north of the Proposed Action), and it is likely that fishing activities
occur along the river and connecting tributaries and creeks. As noted above, Devils
Creek is listed as a Class I trout stream.

Environmental Justice — Environmental Justice issues encompass a broad range of impacts,
including impacts on the natural and physical environment and related social, cultural, and
economic effects. Executive Order 12898 requires each federal agency to achieve
Environmental Justice by addressing “disproportionately high and adverse human health and
environmental effects on minority and low-income populations.”

As stated above, approximately 23 % of the tribal population had incomes below the federal
poverty level based on 1999 dollars. However, the existing 69 kV transmission lines do not
operate through any neighborhoods or near any homes within the LCO Reservation. The
existing transmission lines do not impact any commercial or industrial properties, and
therefore do not affect jobs within the LCO Reservation..

Community Services — Physical community infrastructure in the southern portion of the LCO
Reservation is limited to public roads. The existing 69 kV transmission lines, along with the
CP Rail railway and other utilities crossing the reservation, are privately owned and operated
facilities, and are therefore not considered to be public infrastructure. No public buildings,

parks, or other public facilities (sanitary sewer, solid waste disposal, or communication
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towers) are located in the southern portion of the LCO Reservation. The LCO Tribal Police
Department provides policing services within the LCO Reservation, and the tribe also
provides a Community Fire Department comprised of two full-time firefighters and volunteer
firefighters. Additional community services including health care, education, and water
services are provided by the LCO north of the transmission line, near and around the official
tribal offices.

7. Resource Use Patterns (Hunting, Fishing, Gathering, Timber Harvesting, Land Use Plans,
Mining, Recreation, Transportation Networks):

e Hunting, Fishing, and Gathering — Hunting, fishing, and gathering activities occur in the
southern portion of the LCO Reservation, including along the existing 69 kV transmission line
ROWSs. However, the remote nature and limited access to this area likely limits the regular
use of this terrain for outdoor sporting activities. Hunters, gatherers, and outdoor enthusiasts
have access to this area. However, the transmission line ROW is not intended for non-tribal
public use. According to LCO tribal leaders, tribal members sometimes use the existing 69
kV transmission line ROWs for access to the forest for hunting and gathering activities,
including collecting raspberries and blueberries. The Couderay River is used for other
recreational activities including non-commercial sport fishing. The Wisconsin DNR identifies
Devils Creek as Class 1 trout streams in Sawyer County, including the portion that is crossed
by the Existing LCO ROW.

e Timber Harvesting — Timber harvesting does occur on the LCO Reservation, including the
southern portion of the Reservation. Many of the roads near or crossed by the existing 69 kV
transmission line ROWSs are former or current logging roads.

e Land Use Plans — The LCO Tribe does not publish a land use plan for the LCO Reservation.
Xcel Energy is not aware of any planned significant land use changes.

* Mining — The surrounding land area adjacent to the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs
within the LCO Reservation is heavily forested. No aggregate mining facilities or gravel pits
are located in this area. There are no known plans for mining speculation or operations to
commence in this area in the future.

* Recreation — No parks or trails are located in the southern portion of the LCO Reservation.
As noted above, hunting, fishing, and gathering activities may occur along the existing 69 kV
transmission line ROWSs and the streams they cross. It is also possible that persons traveling
through the LCO Reservation on public ROW may engage in recreational activities (e.g.
running, deep woods hiking, bird watching).

e Transportation Networks —State Highways 27 and 70 (Highway 27/70) are merged highways
operating on the same roadway through the south portion of the LCO Reservation. Other
roads that intersect Highway 27/70 in this area of the LCO Reservation include Butler Road,
Right of Way Road, Cotey Road, Township Road 36, Billy Boy Road, and Reserve Road, all
of which carry predominantly local traffic. The existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs cross
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Highway 27/70, Butler Road, and Right of Way Road within the LCO Reservation.

The second primary transportation facility in the vicinity of the Proposed Action is the freight
rail corridor owned and operated by Canadian Pacific Railway (“CP Rail”). The stretch of
railway operating through the LCO Reservation is only mainline track, with no trackway
sidings or loading/unloading locations. The existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs do not
cross the CP rail corridor, which is located south of the Edgewater Substation.

8. Other Value (Wilderness, Noise and Light, Aesthetic, Public Health and Safety):

[ ]

L]

L]

[ ]

Wilderness — The southern portion of the LCO Reservation is a heavily forested, undeveloped
region. Timber harvesting has and continues to occur within the LCO Reservation, and some
harvesting has occurred near the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs. Because of past and
current timber, pipeline, roadway and utility activities in the vicinity of the Proposed Action,
the ROWs are not considered wilderness areas.

Noise — Noise is defined as unwanted sound. Conductors on transmission lines and
transformers at substations produce noise under certain conditions. The level of noise, or its
loudness, depends on conductor conditions, voltage level, and weather conditions. There are
no residences within a mile of the Edgewater Substation; the nearest residence to the existing
69 kV transmission line ROWs through the LCO Reservation is approximately 1,950 ft away,
located along Highway 27/70 (Figure 1). Given the isolated location of the ROWSs and the
heavily forested surrounding areas, it is not anticipated that any noise from the existing
substation or transmission line is audible to area residents.

Light — As stated above, there are no residential, commercial, or industrial buildings near the
existing 69 kV transmission line ROWSs through the LCO Reservation. The existing
transmission structures are well below the height guidelines for structures that the Federal
Aviation Administration require lighting, and are therefore not lit. There is some outdoor
lighting for the buildings at the Edgewater Substation.

Aesthetics — Determining the relative scenic value or visual importance of an area is a
complex process involving both philosophical and psychological responses of individuals to
what may be perceived as beautiful. Generally, landscapes that incorporate a balanced
mixture of diversity and harmony have the greatest potential for high scenic value and may be
considered important to persons living in or traveling through a region. Viewer response is
based on the sensitivity and exposure of the viewer to a particular viewshed. Sensitivity
relates to the magnitude of the viewer’s concern for the viewshed, while exposure is a
function of the type, distance, perspective, and duration of the view.

While the 69 kV transmission line H-frame structures in a cleared ROW contrast with the
heavily forested character of the surrounding landscape, viewers have likely become used to
their presence since the structures have been in place for over 50 years. Despite the pruning
of nearby trees, the structures can blend in with the surrounding environment and become
unnoticeable to travelers or area residents who frequently travel on State Highway 27/70 or
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canoe on the streams that cross the line. The ROWSs perpendicular crossing of these features
further helps to minimize visual impacts, as compared to a transmission line ROW paralleling
the road or a stream for significant distances.

e Electric and Magnetic Fields — Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) exist wherever electricity
is produced or used. Electric fields are created by voltage; the higher the voltage, the stronger
the field. These fields are blocked by physical barriers such as vegetation, buildings, and
clothing. The farther away from the source, the weaker the impact of the electric field
becomes. Magnetic fields are similar to electric fields in that the higher the current, the
greater the magnetic field; they also drop off with distance from the source. Magnetic fields
pass through walls, clothes, and other barriers.

There are no federal standards limiting EMF exposure. The possible effect of EMF on human
health has been studied for more than 30 years. The current body of scientific evidence does
not establish a cause and effect relationship between EMF and adverse health effects. The
existing 69 kV transmission lines do create EMF; however, given the isolated location of their
ROWSs within the LCO Reservation, their EMF levels would not be significant at occupied
residences, the closest of which are over a quarter of a mile away.

e Public Health and Safety — The existing 69 kV transmission lines meet or exceed all proper
safeguard standards for operation of the facilities. The Edgewater Substation is fenced and
access is limited to authorized personnel.

D. Environmental Consequences (Follow Section C Above, Discuss Direct Effects, Indirect Effects,
Cumulative Effects, Environmental Justice Issues):

In the following discussion of environmental consequences, the two build alternatives (Proposed Action
and the Preferred Alternative) usually would result in very similar effects to environmental resources,
because both would involve relatively minor changes to structure types within the existing 69 kV
transmission line ROWSs. Each resource section below provides a general discussion of potential
impacts of either build alternative; for resources where the different build alternatives would result in
significantly different effects, the differences are discussed in detail. Similarly, for resources where the
No Action Alternative (continued operation and maintenance of existing 69 kV transmission line) would
be measurably different than the build alternatives, those effects are discussed in more detail.

For the cumulative impacts discussion, the potential for the Project alternatives to contribute to
cumulative impacts resulting from existing foreseeable projects within the southern portion of the LCO
Reservation are discussed.

1. Land Resources (Topography, Soils, Geology, Floodplains, Minerals, Fossils, etc.):

e Topography — Noticeable changes to topography within the LCO Reservation are not
anticipated. Neither of the build alternatives would require significant leveling or grading of
the landscape. Depending on the final placement of structures, some limited grading may be
necessary in specific pole locations. These direct impacts would be limited in scope and
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would not be anticipated to result in perceptible impacts; after construction the topography
along the ROW would be regraded to existing drainage patterns. None of the alternatives
would be anticipated to result in indirect impacts or contribute to cumulative impacts to
topography in the area.

The No Action Alternative would not involve any temporary or permanent changes to
topography.

Soils — Direct impacts from the Proposed Action and the Preferred Alternative would include
temporary disturbance of topsoil in the Existing LCO and 69 kV Tap ROWs during
construction activities. Soil disturbance would result from:

site clearing and excavation activities at structure locations;

pulling and tensioning sites;

setup and staging areas; and

transport of crews, machinery, materials, and equipment over access points along the
ROW.

o O O O

Direct impacts to soil outside the existing 69kV transmission line ROWSs within the LCO
Reservation are not anticipated. To the extent practical, excavation activities in steep slope
areas would be avoided; where excavation cannot be avoided entirely, it would be minimized
and best management practices {“BMPs”’) would be implemented as discussed in Section E.
None of the alternatives would change the existing production potential of prime farmland
soils within the ROWs.

The No Action Alternative would not involve any temporary or permanent impacts to soil or
prime farmland.

Geology — The construction of pier foundations for any of the build alternatives would have a
direct effect on geologic materials, as soil would be displaced at each structure location.
Assuming an average maximum depth of thirty feet and diameter of 8 feet, the volume of
displaced soil for each structure foundation would be approximately 1,508 cubic feet (56 yd3 ).
Construction spoils, including soil cuttings and boring stabilization fluids, would be disposed
off site. Topsoil would be left onsite, if requested. Impacts to bedrock are not anticipated.
No indirect or cumulative impacts to geologic resources are anticipated for any of the build
alternatives.

The No Action Alternative would have no impacts to geologic resources.

Floodplains — Placing transmission line structures in FEMA floodplains would displace an
amount of permeable surface within the floodplain, the result of the pier foundations required
for the transmission line structures. For the double circuit 161/69 kV structures, the
foundations would have a cross-section area of approximately 50 square feet at ground level;
for the single circuit 161 kV structures in the Preferred Alternative, the foundations would
have a cross-section area of approximately 38.5 square feet. Within the existing 69 kV
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transmission line ROWSs, implementation of the Proposed Action would result in up to three
structures being placed within FEMA floodplains, one in the floodplain associated with
Couderay River and two in the floodplain associated with Surette Creek, for a total area of
approximately 150 square feet. The Preferred Alternative would also result in up to three
structures being placed within FEMA floodplains, in the same locations as the Proposed
Action.

Proposed structures within FEMA floodplains are not anticipated to have an effect on flood
elevations in the area due to the small cross-section per pole, their relatively wide spacing, and
the fact that the overall number of poles in the floodplain would be reduced under both Build
alternatives compared to existing conditions as a result of four existing poles (two H-frame
structures) in the FEMA floodplains are removed. None of the alternatives would be
anticipated to result in indirect impacts or contribute to cumulative impacts to floodplains.

The No Action Alternative would maintain the existing structures within the FEMA
floodplains, resulting in no effects to current flood elevations.

Minerals — No mineral deposits have been identified on publicly available maps in the
southern portion of the LCO Reservation, and therefore no direct, indirect, or cumulative
impacts to mineral deposits are anticipated from any of the alternatives. Implementation of
any of the alternatives would not preclude future use of any mineral deposits in the vicinity of
the 69 kV transmission line ROWs should any be identified.

Fossils — Impacts to paleontological resources within the existing 69 kV transmission line
ROWs are not anticipated, given the unlikelihood of any fossils being found within the
construction zone and the fact that no impacts outside of the existing corridor would occur
within the LCO Reservation boundary. Therefore, no direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts
to paleontological resources are anticipated. In addition, the LCO THPO or other assigned
representative will walk the ROWs and determine any possible locations that need further
testing for prehistoric or historic sites to reduce the likelihood of any impacts, and to identify
key areas of known resources that need to be avoided.

2. Water Resources (Surface and Ground; Quality, Quantity, Use, Rights, Wetlands, etc.):

[ ]

Surface Waters — No transmission line structures would be placed in any surface water body
under any of the alternatives. Because all rivers and creeks would be spanned by transmission
structures, no direct impacts are anticipated from either of the build alternatives.

Indirect impacts to surface waters could include sedimentation reaching surface waters during
construction due to:

o ground disturbance by excavation, grading, and construction traffic;

o removal of existing structures; and

o dewatering of holes drilled for transmission structures.

Indirect impacts could contribute to possible cumulative impacts to surface water in the
17



Project vicinity that would result from other existing and proposed construction projects.
However, impacts resulting from this Project would be avoided and minimized using
appropriate sediment control practices and construction practices, as described further in
Section E.

The No Action Alternative would not result in any impacts to surface waters.

Groundwater. — Implementation of either of the build alternatives is not anticipated to
produce a long-term effect on ground water resources. It is possible that the water table or a
shallow perched aquifer would be reached during construction of pier foundations, but the
effects on groundwater would be temporary and related to dewatering activities. The depth to
groundwater in bedrock is below the excavation depth required for the pier foundations of the
structures.

After construction is complete, no direct impacts to groundwater would occur. Spill control
measures described further in Section E would avoid and minimize the potential for impacts
from fuel or material leaks. The Project is not anticipated to contribute to any indirect or
cumulative impacts to groundwater resources.

The No Action Alternative would not result in any impacts to groundwater.

Special Status Surface Waters — No direct impacts to the special status surface waters in the
Project area (Devils Creek [ASNRI stream and Class I trout stream] and Couderay River
[ANSRI stream and ORW]) would occur from the project because the build alternatives
completely span the stream banks, and removal of poles near the streams would be conducted
to avoid in-stream activities.

Although construction of either of the build alternatives has the potential to result in indirect
impacts to surface waters as described above, use of the BMPs outlined in Section E would
prevent the increase of non-point pollution into these special status water bodies. The Project
is not anticipated to contribute to any cumulative impacts to special status water resources.

The No Action Alternative would not result in any impacts to special status waters.

Water Quality and Quantity — As noted in Section C, there are no Section 303(d) waters in the
Project area. As discussed above, indirect impacts to surface waters during construction of
either of the build alternatives could temporarily degrade water quality due to turbidity.
Indirect impacts could also contribute to possible cumulative impacts to water quality in the
Project vicinity that would result from other existing and proposed construction projects.
However, impacts resulting from this Project would be avoided and minimized using
appropriate sediment control practices and construction practices, as described further in
Section E.

The No Action Alternative would not result in any impacts to water quality.
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Water Use — Implementation of any of the alternatives is not anticipated to result in direct,
indirect, or cumulative impacts to existing or future water use in the area. Implementation of
the BMPs described in Section E would avoid or minimize temporary impacts to surface
water quality.

Water Rights — No direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts to existing water rights are
anticipated with implementation of any of the alternatives under consideration within the LCO
Reservation.

Wetlands — Direct impacts due to permanent structure placement within wetlands along the
existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs in the LCO Reservation would be minimized to the
extent possible. Temporary impacts to wetlands may occur during construction of the
transmission line and removal of existing structures that are within wetlands. No staging or
stringing setup areas would be placed within or directly adjacent to wetlands. Once the
Project was in operation, wetland vegetation along the ROW would be maintained for both
build alternatives.

Within the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs, implementation of the Proposed Action
would result in up to four structures being placed within WWI wetlands, for a total of
approximately 200 square ft. The Preferred Alternative would result in up to four structures
being placed within WWI wetlands for a total area of approximately 100 square ft.

Temporary impacts to wetlands along the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs may also
occur if these areas need to be crossed during construction of the transmission line for any of
the build alternatives. Xcel Energy avoids placing temporary access routes through wetlands
whenever feasible. After construction, these temporary impact areas would be revegetated
with native seed mixes, and regraded to pre-existing contours for maintenance of previous
wetland hydrology. Wetland vegetation would likely be fully restored in temporarily
impacted areas within three to five growing seasons. However, until full restoration, the
wetland habitat and some of the water quality functions could be affected in these areas.

Wetland delineation will occur prior to construction for proposed structures near potential
wetland areas that cannot be spanned. Xcel Energy will obtain necessary permits for any
permanent or temporary wetland impacts from the US Army Corps of Engineers (“USACE”)
and Wisconsin DNR prior to construction.

Beyond the direct temporary and permanent impacts, indirect impacts to wetlands could occur
during construction if runoff or erosion leads to sedimentation of off-site wetlands. However,
the BMPs listed in Section E would avoid and minimize the potential for these short-term
indirect effects; once the Project is constructed and operational, no indirect effects would be
anticipated.

The poles placed in wetlands have the potential to contribute to cumulative impacts to
wetlands in the Project vicinity. However, because all build options occur within the existing
69 kV transmission line ROWs, and the existing H-frame structures that are currently in WWI
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wetlands would be removed, the overall impact to wetland resources is anticipated to be
negligible and should not affect the current function of the wetlands in the ROWs.

The No Action Alternative would not result in impacts to wetlands.

Air (Quality, Visibility): No permanent impacts to air quality are anticipated during operation of
the proposed transmission line facility for any alternative. Temporary air quality impacts caused
by construction-vehicle emissions and fugitive dust are expected to occur for the Proposed
Action and Preferred Alternative. Exhaust emissions from diesel equipment would vary during
construction, but would be minimal and temporary. The magnitude of these emissions is
influenced heavily by weather conditions and the specific construction activity taking place.
Once in operation, neither of the build alternatives would be anticipated to result in direct,
indirect, or cumulative impacts to air quality.

The No Action Alternative would not result in impacts to air quality.
Living Resources (Vegetation, Animals, Agriculture, Threatened/Endangered Species):

Vegetation — Both of the build alternatives would result in temporary construction impacts to the
vegetation within the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs. Areas disturbed due to
construction activities would be restored to pre-construction contours and, if acceptable to the
LCO Tribe and/or affected landowner, would be reseeded with a seed mix recommended by
Wisconsin DNR. Permanent impacts would not be anticipated from either of the build
alternatives because the current vegetation would be allowed to reestablish.

There is potential for noxious weeds to be introduced to the ROW during construction of either
of the alternatives. However, the noxious weed control measures listed in Section E would avoid
or minimize the potential for this indirect impact. Because neither of the build alternatives
would change the vegetative community along the existing transmission corridor, the Project
would not contribute to cumulative impacts to vegetation from any other existing or planned
project in the vicinity.

The No Action Alternative would not result in impacts to the existing vegetation community.

Animals — There is minimal potential for the displacement of wildlife and loss of habitat from
construction of either of the build alternatives, since the existing ROW corridor would not be
widened. Wildlife that inhabit natural areas could be affected in the short-term within the
immediate area of construction.

Raptors, waterfowl, and other bird species may also be affected by the construction and
placement of the transmission lines. Avian collisions are a possibility after the completion of the
transmission line. However, the build alternatives are not anticipated to significantly increase
the potential for collision over the existing potential created by the current transmission line. See
Section E for additional detail.
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Xcel Energy’s transmission line design standards provide adequate spacing between the
conductors to minimize the risk of raptor electrocution. As such, electrocution is of minimal
concern for either of the build alternatives.

Changing the structure type within the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs is not anticipated
to have long-term direct or indirect effects to any wildlife species at a population level.
Mitigation measures listed in Section E avoid and minimize collision impacts and the potential
cumulative impacts are not anticipated to result in population-level effects.

The No Action Alternative would not change the existing potential for collisions (which are
minimal) along the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs. No population-level impacts to
animal species would occur.

Agriculture — Because the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs in the LCO Reservation are
not used for agriculture (cultivation or pasture), no direct, indirect or cumulative effects to
agricultural resources are anticipated from any of the alternatives.

Threatened and Endangered Species — No long-term, adverse impacts to special status species
are expected from the Proposed Action or the Preferred Alternative. Habitat for many of the
listed species includes streams and adjacent wetlands. Direct impacts to these environments
would be avoided by spanning the water or wetland resources whenever feasible. In cases where
sensitive habitat cannot be spanned, Xcel Energy would minimize the number of structures in the
area by maximizing span length. If impacts to rare and unique natural resources cannot be
completely avoided, Xcel Energy would coordinate with the appropriate regulatory agencies to
minimize impacts to a level that is less than significant through mitigation or other appropriate
measures. Tribal monitors assigned by the LCO Tribal Governing Board would assist in
minimizing impacts to all resources, including threatened and endangered resources.

Xcel Energy will continue to coordinate with the US Fish & Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) and
the Wisconsin DNR. The habitat information obtained by Cedarburg will be used to identify
specific areas where mitigation measures would be implemented to ensure that these species
would not be affected by the Project.

o Bald Eagle — As discussed above, bald eagles use the area and have been known to
nest near the existing 69 kv transmission line ROWs. Impacts to eagles will be
avoided by constructing facilities in the immediate vicinity of active nests outside the
breeding season.

o Gray Wolf — No long-term direct or indirect impacts to this species are expected from
any of the alternatives. The Project would not affect wolf habitat or prey species
populations/habitat. Although wolves and their prey may avoid the Project vicinity
during construction activities (a temporary indirect effect), the surrounding habitat is
similar to or of higher quality and therefore no adverse affects are anticipated. Once
the Project is in operation no impacts to this species are anticipated.
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o Wood Turtle — Direct impacts to turtle habitat is possible from poles placed within
300 meters of the streams that the Project crosses. However, these impacts would be
offset by the removal of existing structures and no net loss of habitat would occur.
During construction, direct and indirect impacts could occur due to potential impacts
to nests and disturbance of turtles. The measures described in Section E would
reduce the potential for any impacts to turtles.

Neither of the build alternatives would result in a loss of habitat or individuals that would
jeopardize the continued existence of any species. No significant direct, indirect, or cumulative
impacts to special status species resources would result from the build alternatives.

The No Action Alternative is not anticipated to impact special status species.

Cultural Resources (Archeological, Historic, Cultural, and Religious Properties): Construction
activities associated with either of the build alternatives would occur entirely within the existing
69kV transmission line ROWs in the LCO Reservation. Direct impacts to cultural resources
could occur during construction through ground disturbing activities such as pole erection (or
removal of existing poles), construction vehicle traffic, stringing, and temporary storage of
construction materials.

Focusing on areas of potential ground disturbance, Xcel Energy would work with the LCO
THPO to identify existing archacological and cultural resources within the ROW and offer
recommendations on resource avoidance, impact minimization, and mitigation measures as
necessary. Final design of the selected alternative would take any documented cultural resource
into account and all attempts would be made to avoid impacts. No indirect impacts to cultural
resources would be anticipated to result from any of the alternatives.

Through the mitigation measures described further in Section E, construction of either of the
build alternatives would not be anticipated to contribute to cumulative impacts to cultural
resources within the general Project area.

The No Action Alternative would not impact any cultural resources.

Socioeconomic Resources (Economic Conditions, Environmental Justice (EJ) Issues,
Community Services, etc.): For purposes of this analysis, socioeconomic impacts are those that
could affect income, employment, property values, recreation and tourism, and power
generation.

e Economic Conditions:

o Income — Short-term positive economic gains would result from activities associated
with construction. It is unlikely that sustained, long-term positive impacts to income
would occur as a result from operation of the transmission line. Positive short-term
economic gains could result from wages and local spending for services including

22



lodging, meals, and sales of gasoline or general consumer activities. Additionally,
Xcel Energy would provide a fair market assessment value easement payment to
affected landowners along the Project’s ROW.

Because no construction would occur under the No Action Alternative, no short-term
positive economic gains would occur.

o Employment — It is not anticipated that the Project would result in the creation of
permanent jobs on the LCO Reservation or surrounding communities; however, the
Project would include several temporary construction jobs that could provide a one-
time influx of income to area residents through direct or indirect means.

The No Action Alternative would have no impacts on employment levels since no
construction would occur.

o Property Values — Impacts to property values resulting from implementation of any of
the alternatives would be anticipated to be minimal, since the Project would be
located within existing easement widths.

o Recreation and Tourism — Neither of the build alternatives would adversely affect
recreation and tourism in the LCO Reservation either directly or indirectly. Direct
impacts to water resources used for recreation would not occur. Because the existing
69 kV transmission line ROWs would be used for the Project, changes to the structure
type and height are not anticipated to result in any noticeable effects to the viewshed
of any recreational user in the ROW vicinity.

The No Action Alternative would have no impacts on existing recreation or tourism
resources.

o Power Generation — The increased transmission output capability offered by the
implementation of any transmission alternative considered would improve regional
electric reliability of the transmission grid. The regional system (including the LCO
Reservation) is benefited as a whole because those additional connections provide for
a more robust transmission system that is better able to withstand system
contingencies. A more robust bulk power system also promotes and supports fair and
competitive wholesale electric markets to meet the needs of all regional market
participants, rather than just those of an individual utility’s customers or a specific
generation resource type.

The No Action Alternative has the potential to result in a negative impact in power
generation potential because the transmission grid is not upgraded.

e Environmental Justice —the build alternatives within the existing 69 kV transmission line
ROWSs would not result in a disproportionately high or adverse impact on human or
environmental health. There is no indication that either the construction or operation of any
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of the alternatives would adversely or disproportionately impact minority or low-income
populations.

As described above, the Project is not expected to result in adverse economic impacts.
Therefore no environmental justice impacts (direct, indirect, or cumulative) are anticipated.

Community Services — Neither of the build alternatives are anticipated to adversely affect
community services on the LCO Reservation.

During construction, efforts to minimize any disruption to public services or public utilities
would be made, and the transmission line is not anticipated to impact or interrupt public
services or facilities during operation. The proposed ROW for the Project does cross
distribution lines and underground utilities. Where any impacts to utilities could occur, Xcel
Energy would work with both landowners and local agencies to determine the most
appropriate structure placement. Disruptions to public services during construction may
occur; however, these would be temporary with service restored promptly. No direct long-
term impacts to public buildings or infrastructure are expected. The Project will allow for
continued development in the area and ongoing community services through continued
reliable electric service.

The No Action Alternative would not impact existing community services.

7. Resource Use Patterns (Hunting, Fishing, Gathering, Timber Harvesting, Land Use Plans,
Mining, Recreation, Transportation Networks):

L]

Hunting, Fishing, and Gathering — Installation and operation of either build alternative is not
anticipated to directly or indirectly affect any fishing, hunting, or gathering resources in the
LCO Reservation in the long term.

The build alternatives would span the Couderay River and other creeks; fishing resources
would therefore not be impacted.

Temporary impacts to the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs for hunting and gathering
could occur during construction of either build alternative; the ROWs would not be
accessible to hunters or gatherers in the vicinity of any construction activities. However,
after construction the existing vegetation along the ROWs would be allowed to regrow back
to the heights and clearances allowed by the standards for safe transmission line operation,
and wildlife that currently use the ROWs would be expected to use it again after construction
is complete.

Indirect impacts to gathering resources could occur through introduction of noxious weeds
during construction, or through the use of herbicides during maintenance activities.
However, the mitigation measures described in Section E would avoid and minimize these
potential indirect impacts. Through proper implementation, construction of either of the
build alternatives would not contribute to cumulative impacts to fishing, hunting or gathering
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activities in LCO Reservation.

The No Action Alternative is not anticipated to impact current hunting, gathering or fishing
activities along the ROW corridor.

Timber Harvesting — No impacts to economically important forestry resources would occur
as a result of the Project. Both build alternatives would utilize the existing 69 kV
transmission line ROWs through the LCO Reservation. Therefore, no new trees would be
removed for the operation of the Project, and subsequently no direct or indirect impacts to
forest resources for current or future timber harvesting would occur on the LCO Reservation.
Construction staging areas would be located and arranged in a manner to preserve trees and
vegetation to the maximum extent possible. Neither of the build alternatives would be
anticipated to contribute to cumulative impacts to forestry resources.

The No Action Alternative would not impact existing forestry resources.

Land Use Plans — The LCO Tribe does not publish a land use plan for the Reservation.
Construction and operation of either build alternative is not anticipated to affect the
surrounding land use patterns. The No Action Alternative, however, would worsen area
electrical system conditions and could discourage further development in the area.

Mining — Because no known aggregate mining or gravel pit locations are currently operating
or proposed to operate in this area of the LCO Reservation, no impacts to mining are
anticipated from installation and operation of either build alternatives. None of the
alternatives would be anticipated to contribute to cumulative effects to mining activities in
the LCO Reservation area.

Recreation — As discussed above, neither the build alternatives nor the No Action Alternative
are anticipated to directly or indirectly impact the use of recreational facilities within the
LCO Reservation.

Transportation Networks — No direct or indirect long-term impacts to public roadway
facilities within the LCO Reservation are anticipated. Both of the build alternatives would
span State Highway 27/70 and other local roads. Additionally, the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (“WisDOT”), Bureau of Aeronautics, has responded to a review request of the
proposed Project and issued a finding of no impact to aviation facilities.

During construction, it is anticipated that several types of light, medium, and heavy-duty
construction vehicles would travel to and from the site, as well as private vehicles used by
construction personnel. That volume would occur during the peak construction time when
the majority of the foundation and pole assembly takes place.

Short-term construction impacts to transportation facilities may include temporary re-routing
of traffic through marked delineators and orange roadway cones or drums. The transmission
line would be designed in accordance with NESC standards to minimize impacts to
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transportation facilities. Xcel Energy would work with State and local officials to minimize
any impacts to traffic during construction and operation of the Project. Xcel Energy would
obtain all appropriate WisDOT and county permits as applicable for transmission line
crossings over regulated roadways.

Construction activities may require access from the roadway ROW to the Project ROW at
existing turnouts or approach locations. Construction of temporary additional turnouts or
approaches may require installation of culverts and fill materials. Installation of additional or
temporary access points would be subject to review and approval from local or State roadway
officials. Construction crews would implement traffic control measures in accordance with
the State Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. Removal of existing conductors and
stringing of new overhead conductors over highways requires installation of temporary wood
pole “guard structures” and other measures to safeguard the public and construction crews.
Temporary guard structures are designed to provide vertical clearance of the conductors
above the road surface to avoid impacting normal vehicular traffic on the roadway.

After installation of the new conductors is complete, the temporary guard structures would be
removed. At some locations, additional measures such as boom trucks equipped with “bat
wings” may be employed to ensure that adequate vertical clearance is maintained at the
highway crossing during stringing operations. Restriction of traffic may occasionally be
required for short periods of time during pole deliveries or during critical wire stringing
activities. Construction crews would work closely with Wisconsin State Patrol to ensure
implementation of appropriate measures to safeguard the public and construction crews.

The No Action Alternative would not impact transportation facilities.

8. Other Values

L]

[ ]

Wilderness — There are no federally designated wilderness areas along the existing 69 kV
transmission line ROWs in the LCO Reservation, and therefore no impacts would occur.

Noise — Both build alternatives would result in temporary construction noise, resulting from
equipment such as heavy trucks and bulldozers. Using the mitigation measures described in
Section E, these impacts would be minimized to the greatest extent feasible.

No changes to the existing Edgewater Substation would occur, and therefore the existing
noise levels there would remain the same. Any slight noise level changes that could result
from upgrading the voltage of the existing line would not be anticipated to be perceptible
beyond the edge of the ROW. Since there are no houses within a quarter mile of the
Project’s proposed ROW within the LCO boundary, no noise impacts are anticipated. The
Project is not anticipated to contribute to cumulative effects to noise levels in the LCO
Reservation area.

The No Action Alternative would not impact existing noise levels.

Light — Neither of the build alternatives would involve structures that require specialized
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lighting, as the proposed heights would be below the Federal Aviation Administration’s
threshold for required structure lighting. No changes to the existing Edgewater Substation
would occur, and therefore the existing lighting would remain the same under all alternatives,
including the No Action Alternative. The Project is not anticipated to contribute to
cumulative effects to light levels in the LCO Reservation.

Aesthetics — The upgrade of the existing transmission line facilities for either of the build
alternatives would create an altered visual element within the existing 69 kV transmission
line ROWs in the LCO Reservation. However, given the remote nature of the existing
facilities and ROWs, and the fact that no widening of the existing ROWs would be
necessary, these visual impacts are anticipated to be minor and localized, generally
noticeable only from limited public viewpoints.

The visual impact of the new structures could be noticeable to landowners who live along or
near the roads the Project would cross, or those who travel along these roads, particularly
Highway 27/70, regularly. However, the Project would not introduce a new visual element
into an undisturbed landscape; by using existing ROW widths, the impacts would be
minimized.

Both build alternatives would involve replacing the existing H-frame structures with taller
single pole structures. The Proposed Action would have up to 41 double circuit structures,
and the Preferred Alternative would have up to six single circuit 161 kV structures and up to
36 double circuit 161/69 kV structures. However, the difference in structure type and
number of structures within the ROW in the LCO Reservation would not result in visual
differences between the build alternatives that would be noticeable to most viewers.

Figure 11 is a photosimulation that compares the viewshed along the Existing LCO ROW by
showing it with the existing H-frame structures and with the Proposed Action structures. The
single pole structures would be taller and therefore potentially more visible from some
viewpoints. However, given the highly forested nature of the Project area, the proposed
maintenance of the current ROW width resulting in no additional tree clearing, the relatively
low public viewpoints, and the rolling topography, it is unlikely that the new structures
would be visible from many new areas. The mitigation measures described in Section E
would further avoid and minimize visual effects.

The No Action Alternative would not change the existing aesthetics and therefore would not
result in impacts to visual resources.

Public Health and Safety — Proper safeguards would be implemented for construction and
operation of the Project. Both build alternatives would meet local, state, NESC, and Xcel
Energy’s own safety standards regarding clearance to ground, clearance to crossing utilities,
clearance to buildings, strength of materials, and ROW widths. Construction crews would
comply with local, state, NESC, and Xcel Energy’s standards regarding installation of
facilities. Section E provides more information on measures taken to avoid risks to public
safety.
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The storage and use of fuels, greases, and other chemicals during construction has the
potential to impact soil. In addition, there is potential for construction activities to encounter
previously contaminated soil. With the mitigation measures listed in Section E, the potential
for these impacts will be minimized and mitigated.

The No Action Alternative would also not impact human health and safety.

E. Mitigation Measures to Reduce Adverse Effects (Environmental Justice, Adaptive
Management):

The following mitigation measures would be used to minimize and mitigate potential impacts discussed

above.

1. Land Resources

L]

Soil Resources — Soil conservation practices would be detailed in the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) permit and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(“SWPPP”) that would be completed prior to the start of construction.

Xcel Energy maintains sound soil conservation practices to protect topsoil and adjacent water
resources and minimize soil erosion. Construction would be completed according to NPDES
permit requirements. Practices may include:

o Containment of stockpiled material away from stream banks;

o Stockpiling and respreading topsoil;

o Reseeding and revegetating disturbed areas as required by the NPDES permit;

o Implementing erosion and sediment controls as required by the NPDES permit; and

o Implementing spill prevention, control, and countermeasures procedures for fuel,
chemical, and hazardous waste storage containers.

Xcel Energy would assign personnel to assist in the development and management of erosion
control measures. The personnel would develop plans and work with the crews to ensure the
commitments listed in this section are followed. Monthly reports would be provided outlining
measures installed, inspections undertaken, and any issue resolution that occurred. The
personnel would also be available to work with the crews to install erosion control measures
that may be identified during construction. These measures could be the result of a variety of
issues, such as inspections or unanticipated major weather events.

Paleontological Resources — Xcel Energy would work with the LCO THPO to avoid known
resources. Should any paleontological resources be discovered during construction, Xcel
Energy would coordinate with the LCO THPO and Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, Natural Heritage Inventory Program as directed.

2. Water Resources

[ ]

Surface Water Resources — As stated above, Xcel Energy would maintain sound water
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conservation practices during construction and operation of the Project to protect water
resources and minimize soil erosion. Construction would be completed according to NPDES
permit requirements. Practices to minimize and mitigate for the possibility of impacts to
surface water may include:

o Spanning all stream banks;

o Containment of stockpiled material away from stream banks;

o Reseeding and revegetating disturbed areas as required by the NPDES permit;
o Implementing erosion and sediment controls as required by the NPDES permit;
o Locating structures and disturbed areas 200 feet from streams, where possible;

o Implementing spill prevention, control, and countermeasures procedures for fuel,
chemical, and hazardous waste storage containers; and

o Using turbidity controls methods for any release of waste water from concrete batching
or other construction operations into streams or other surface waters. Any waste waters
discharged would be free of settleable material.

For construction near streams, the following measures would be taken:

o A buffer on both banks of a stream crossing would be clearly identified to prohibit any
construction activity near the banks.

o Ifany clearing of taller woody vegetation is necessary adjacent to a stream crossing
(which is unlikely because stream crossings are within the existing 69 kV transmission
line ROWs), removal would be done by hand-clearing.

o When construction operations occur over the waterway, the operations would be
conducted in a manner to prevent materials from falling into the water body. If materials
did enter the water, they would be removed promptly by hand.

o The removal of riparian vegetation would be minimized to the extent possible. If
vegetation had to be removed, disturbed soils would be mulched and reseeded or soils
stabilized promptly following construction to prevent erosion of the stream bank.

o Wetland Resources — Wetlands would be spanned when practicable. In instances where
spanning is not feasible, Xcel Energy would attempt to schedule construction during frozen
ground conditions and access any affected wetland with the least amount of physical impact to
the wetland. As much as possible, structures would be placed at the edges of wetlands in
order to minimize disturbance. Xcel Energy would coordinate with the Wisconsin DNR and
USACE to obtain the appropriate permit(s) for any wetland impacts, and would work with the
agencies to determine the type and amount of mitigation wetland area that may be required.
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For construction in or near wetlands, the following measures would be taken in addition to
the erosion and sedimentation controls listed above:

o

o

Assemble structures on upland areas before bringing to the site for installation;

When construction during winter is not possible, use rubberized construction mats where
wetlands would be impacted; and

Remove temporary crossings when they are no longer needed and restore site to its
original grade. Erosion and sedimentation controls would remain in place until the site is
stabilized and re-vegetated.

3. Air — During construction, appropriate dust and vehicle emissions control measures would be

implemented to minimize any temporary impacts to air quality.

4. Living Resources

L]

[ ]

[ ]

Vegetation — In addition to the revegetation measures described above as part of the NPDES,
Xcel Energy would use the following measures to reduce potential impacts to existing
vegetation within the Project’s ROW:

o The possible introduction of noxious weeds would be mitigated through prompt re-

vegetation with regionally native species. Additionally, all vehicles would be washed,
especially the under carriage, prior to entering the Project’s ROW within the LCO
Reservation.

Xcel Energy would work with tribal officials to determine if there are recorded or known
contaminated areas in the Project area. Vehicles would be washed after work in
contaminated areas.

Animals — No long-term impacts to mammal populations are anticipated, so no mitigation is
proposed. The measures described above to avoid and minimize impacts to soil and water
resources would serve to reduce the potential to impact aquatic species. The following
measures would be used to reduce potential impact to avian species:

o Xcel Energy has been working with various state and federal agencies over the past 25

years to address avian issues. Xcel Energy has developed an Avian Protection Plan
(APP) for Wisconsin as part of a Memorandum of Understanding with Wisconsin DNR
and USFWS. Standard reporting methods have also been developed. As part of the APP,
the Project would be examined for risks. If necessary, mitigation measures such as swan
flight diverters over the Couderay River would be used to minimize any impacts.

Threatened and Endangered Species — The measures described above to reduce and mitigate
impacts to wetlands and surface waters would serve to reduce the potential to impact special
status species. The following specific measures would be taken to reduce potential impacts to
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special status species:

o Turtles — If construction cannot be avoided in known habitat during the turtles’ active
season (March through October), the installation of turtle exclusion fencing and
removal of turtles prior to any construction activity in these limited areas would
reduce the potential for impact to turtles. Outside of the active season, construction
impacts would be minimized by limiting excavation activities and heavy equipment
usage in wetlands.

o Bald Eagle — 1If any active nests are identified within the Project area during
construction, Xcel Energy would work with the USFWS and Wisconsin DNR to
avoid impacts. To minimize disturbance, Xcel Energy would not conduct
construction activities closer than 660 feet to any active nesting sites during nesting
period (February through August). Because no tree clearing would occur in the
existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs within the LCO Reservation, the build
alternatives maintain existing forested or natural areas between the construction
activity and the nest. Xcel Energy avoids construction during active nesting.

5. Cultural Resources — As described in Section D, Xcel Energy will work with the LCO THPO to
document and avoid cultural resources identified in the existing 69 kV transmission line ROWs
within the LCO Reservation. If avoidance is not feasible, Xcel Energy would coordinate with
the LCO and the BIA in order to determine the appropriate course of action.

Xcel Energy would work with the LCO THPO to develop a plan should previously unknown
archaeological resources or human remains be inadvertently encountered during construction.
This plan would outline the framework for handling such discoveries in an efficient and legally
compliant manner. The plan may include the following topics: construction crew training,
identification of resources in the field, contact information for LCO THPO and Xcel Energy staff
to address discovery, procedures for avoidance, and associated tasks in the event of work

stoppage.

If human remains are discovered during construction, work would cease on the site and the
appropriate authorities would be contacted in accordance with local, state, and federal law.

6. Socioeconomic Resources — Because the impacts to socioeconomic resources are anticipated to
be generally positive in the short term and minimal in the long term, no mitigation measures are
necessary or proposed.

7. Resource Use Patterns — The measures described above to protect soil, water, and vegetation
resources would serve to reduce the potential to impact hunting and gathering activities within
the Project’s ROW. Xcel Energy would not use herbicides or pesticides for ROW maintenance
within the LCO Reservation boundaries without the express consent of the LCO Governing
Board. The measures described above to protect stream and adjacent wetland areas would
reduce the potential to impact fishing activities in the streams crossed by the Project.

8. Other Values
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* Noise — To avoid and minimize construction noise, Xcel Energy would fit internal
combustion engines associated with construction activities with approved mufflers and spark
arresters, and comply with any county or other applicable regulations that restrict
construction hours.

e Aesthetics — Beyond limiting the construction activity to the existing 69 kV transmission line
ROWs within the LCO Reservation and therefore not increasing the existing cut in forested
areas, the following measures would serve to reduce the impacts to visual resources:

o Structures would be designed to be as short as possible while still maintaining NESC
safety standards.

o Structures would be pre-weathered steel structures, which are a matte brownish-rust
color, to minimize contrast with the natural background.

e Public Health and Safety — The following measures would be used to reduce the potential for
impacts to public health and safety:

o General Safety — The Project would be equipped with protective devices to safeguard the
public if a structure or conductor were to fail. The protective devices are breakers and
relays located where the transmission line connects to the substation. This protective
equipment would de-energize the transmission line should such an event occur. In
addition, the Edgewater Substation would remain fenced and access limited to authorized
personnel.

o Spills — Petroleum spills would be cleaned promptly. For reportable spills (5 gallons or
greater), Xcel Energy’s work crew would place the contaminated soils in a drum(s) for
proper disposal off site and contact the appropriate agencies. In the event of a spill, or if
previously contaminated soil is discovered during construction, the work crew would stop
work immediately, contact the LCO Tribe and appropriate state agency, and consult with
the Tribe and state agency with respect to an acceptable plan of action.

o Trash and Debris — The work site would be kept clean and trash and debris would not be
buried within fill or backfill. Construction and demolition debris would be collected,
along with debris from clearing and grubbing, trash and other waste at least weekly for
disposal off site. No on-site burning would be permitted. Federal, state, and local
requirements for the disposal of solid waste would be complied with.

o Hazardous Materials — Oils, fuels, and any hazardous substances would be properly
stored, including secondary containment for tanks larger than 55 gallons, to prevent
spills. Restricted access to storage areas would be provided to prevent vandalism.
Storage and disposal of hazardous materials would be in compliance with federal, state,
and local regulations.

F. Consultation and Coordination

1. Consultation (Tribal/State Historic Preservation Officer (T/SHPO), Tribal Programs, US Fish &
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Wildlife Service (USFWS), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), etc):

As part of this Project, Xcel Energy continues to be engaged in on-going consultations with the LCO
Governing Board, LCO THPO, SHPO, USFWS, USACE and Wisconsin DNR, along with numerous
other state and federal agencies responsible for the oversight and environmental permitting on state
and federal lands.

2. Coordination (National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), Clean Water Act (CWA), Clean Air Act (CAA), etc.):

G. Attachments I (Quadrangle maps, survey maps, site plans, project drawings, floodplain maps,
wetland maps, soils maps, pictures, aerial photos, etc):

The following figures detail environmental features analyzed as part of this EA worksheet of the
existing utility corridor and proposed project location on the LCO Reservation:

Figure 1: Project Location

Figure 2: 161 kV/69 kV Typical Structure Configuration
Figure 3: Proposed Action

Figure 4: 161 kV Typical Structure Configuration
Figure 5: Preferred Alternative

Figure 6: No Action Alternative

Figure 7: Soils

Figure 8: Surface Water

Figure 9: Land Cover

Figure 10: Special Status Species

Figure 11: Existing and Proposed View within LCO Reservation

H. Attachments II (Consultation letters, relevant studies, reports, legal descriptions, tax statements,
etc):

Appendix A: 2009 Breeding Bird Survey Species

Appendix B: Appraisal Summary Report

Appendix C: Need Study — To Follow 09/09/2011 (will be filed with Northern States Power —
Wisconsin Application to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin for a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity)

33



Figures






Figure 1
Project Location
Stone Lake to Couderay

69 kV Rebuild /
161kV Upgrade Transmission Project

BASS LAKE

Township

c
)
— O
i S
| oF
ofg 2.
0 ©
858
S0 @

(©

é:‘

COUDERAY
Township

<

SAND LAKE}
Township’

Township

EDGEWATER

nLCO Boundary

)

B substation (Xcel

[ ] Existing 100 ft ROW

—— Railroad
Building

PLSS Township
PLSS Section

© Home
© Other

0 1,500 3,000
| eew e— T

BENFONEINLY BV SATHEN®

ROW-S33, !

Taon

_,____.m_u.,_f.

e AN

=
o] <<
<
.
©
ha
£

_| g01_Location.mxd) 2,’24/2011

LCO_EAVFi

39755\map. doc

Map Document: (\Mspe-gis-file\gisproj\




lag’

TRUCTURE HEIGHT = 75'-

gl

|

TYPICAL SPAN RANGE = 750'-800°

CONFIDENTIAL: DO NOT COPY OR DISTRIBUTE TO DTHERS WITHOUT EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT FROM XCEL ENEHG‘I’.’I

THIS MAP/DOCUMENT 1S & TOOL TO ASSIST EMPLOYEES IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR JOBS.
YOUR PERSOMAL SAFETY IS PROVIDED FOR BY USING SAFETY PRACTICES, PROCEOURES AND
EQUIPMENT AS DESCRIBED IN THE SAFETY TRAINING PROGRAMS, MANUALS AND SPARS.

G
R
P

SICMNIF ICANT
NUMBER

ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

Figure 2 161kV/69kYV
TYPICAL STRUCTURE CONFIGURATION
DOUBLE CIRCUIT, STEEL DAVIT ARM STRUCTURE

a Xcel Energy* SPALS Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild/161 kV
C wieeENaiRis a7 maTuRis 1/16°=1"-@ ) Upgrade Transmission Project

Plo|E|E| | w|m




iT39N-ROW-S25

S [B3IN-ROW-S36
N

ST38N-RIW:S1

S T38N.R8W.S6
Strandh® :
EDGEWAER

T38N:ROW.S12 T38N-RBW.S7,

T38N-ROW-S13L, 1 T38N'RBW-S18

Map Document: (\mspe-gis-file\gisproj\xce\139755\map_docs\mxd\LCO_EA\Fig03_ProposedAction.mxd) 2/24/2011 --

3

T39N-R8W-S30

<&

T39N-R8W-S31 ﬁ

9:17:25 AM

Zx
)

T39N-R8W-S291:¢

T39N-R8W-S32}

\%&M

T38NIR8W-S8

T38N-R8W-S/7;

iT38N-R8W-S/16

Figure 3
Proposed Action
Double Circuit 161/69 kV Structures
(100 ft Maximum Height)
Lac Courte Oreilles Area

Stone Lake to Couderay
69 kV Rebuild /
161kV Upgrade Transmission Project

SAND LAKE E

T39N-R8W-S33

EDGEWATER

DERAY
Township cou

Township

® Proposed Structure
nLCO Boundary
B Substation (Xcel)
[ ]Existing 100 ft ROW
—— Railroad
PLSS Township
PLSS Section

ir38N-R8W-S9

1,500 3,000

Feet

(2 XcelEnergy:

L I T DT LT




HT = 7@'-188"

.

|

v

YPICAL STRUC

TURE HEI

TYPICAL SPAN RANGE = 500'-650'

CONFIDENTIAL: DO NOT COPY OR DISTRIBUTE TO OTHERS WITHOUT EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT FROM XCEL EHERG‘I’.“

IS & TOOL TO ASSIST EMPLOYEES IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR JOBS.

THIS MAP/DOCUMENT G | SIGNIFICANT
YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY IS PROVIDED FOR BY USING SAFETY PRACTICES, PROCEDURES AND B | humeeR

EQUIPMENT AS DESCRIBED IN THE SAFETY TRAINING PROGRAMS, MANUALS AND SPARS. :
encineering | F19ure 4 161kV |z
DEPARTMENT |7 TRUCTURE CONFIGUR " 3
i ihe nd [YPICAL STRUCTURE CONFIGURATION ;
- SINGLE CIRCUIT, STEEL DAVIT ARM STRUCTURE x
@- Xcel Energy’ scae | Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild/161 kV |3
C TP ERATIOE RV NATURT 1/8"=1"-8" UpgradE‘ Transmission PrﬂlECt CL




Figure 5
Preferred Alternative
e { Single Circuit 161 kV Structures
% { : | Western Boundary to Edgewater Tap
| { ] Double Circuit 161/69 kV Structures
e o> UL e ¥ s Edgewater Tap to Eastern Boundary
(100 ft Structures Maximum)
Lac Courte Oreilles Area
Stone Lake to Couderay

69 kV Rebuild /
161kV Upgrade Transmission Project
[

DO E
~ ir39N:ROW:S36] g
N
S

IR R r T39N-R8W-S33

EDGEWATER

COUDERAY
Township

Township

Proposed Single-circuit
Structure

; Proposed Double-circuit
! | 2 Structure
IT38N;R8V-S6 & T38N R8-S5 IO 38N:R8W.SA 2 nLCO Boundary
{ % °~o T
EDGEWATER! . e

ir38N:-ROW:SH

S | ~. | B Substation (Xcel)

— [ Existing 100 ft ROW
[]69 kV Tap, Private ROW
—— Railroad

PLSS Township
PLSS Section

z | ir38N-R8W-S9,
T38N;RIW:S12 T38N RBW.ST, T 38N-R8W-S8

@ 1,500 3,000
Feet

aT38N-R8W-S/16

T38N-R8W:S/i7}

T38N'RBW.S18

| | | : % @2 XcelEnergy'

Map Document: (\mspe-gis-file\gisproj\xcel\139755\map_docs\mxd\LCO_EA\Fig05_PrefAlt.mxd) 2/25/2011 -

RAiAFRmEIELE B mAlMRES

- 11:08:10 AM




Figure 6
No Action Alternative
Lac Courte Oreilles Area
Stone Lake to Couderay

T39N:ROW:S25 Kb S| . : 69 kV Rebuild /
i 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project

B

\T39N-R8W-S31 _ q -.\\"‘-x T39N-R8W:S32} vl T39N.R8W-S33 ! EDGEWATER | ~ouDERAY

. _h;.""h.-.e D 7 | LG Township

0 Existing Structure
nLCO Boundary
B Substation (Xcel)
—— Railroad
PLSS Township
PLSS Section

T38NROW.S1 T38N;RBW-S6 1 T38N'RBW.S5 h T38NIR8W.SA
-q it £ e
1

EDGEWATER 1

P

L3

38NROW-S1 -- | T38N-R8W-S9
T38N-ROW.S12 _ T38NIRBW.S7, T38N:RBW.S8 :

@ 0 1,500 3,000
) Feet

€2 XcelEnergy-

i niRrERRIRLL Ay ~

TI8N.ROW.ST3lE " T38NIRBW.STS T38NIRBW-S117 N T38NRBWLS 161

Map Document: (\mspe-gis-file\gisproj\xce\139755\map_docs\mxd\LCO_EA\Fig06_NoAction.mxd) 2/25/2011 -- 11:59:16 AM




‘. b in Figure 7

Soils
Lac Courte Oreilles Area

Stone Lake to Couderay
69 kV Rebuild /
161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project

T39N-RIW-S2588

P

BASS LAKE |~ /
Township - |Lac Courte’ I .

~Oreilles"Indian
Reservation] r
r =

SAND LAKE
Township i

EDGEWATER

COUDERAY
Township ou

Township

T39N-R8W-S31 ' - -
i T39N.RBW-S33

nLCO Boundary
B Substation (Xcel)
[]Existing 100 ft ROW

69 kV Tap Private ROW -
] Preferred Alternate Only

—— Railroad

PLSS Township
PLSS Section

All areas are prime
L farmland

™ Prime farmland if drained
Farmland of statewide
L importance

N-Smith 5@—

T38N-R8W-S6 T38N-R8W-S4

Not prime farmland

T38N-R8W-S7/ I T38N-R8W-S8

@ 0 1,500 3,000
Feet

(2 XcelEnergy:

RiArgmianLl oy malung®

P f -
Map Document: (\mspe-gis-file\GISProj\xcel\139755\map_docs\mxd\LCO_EA\Fig07_Soils.mxd) 2/25/2011 -- 12:01:31 PM




USRS T'39N'R8W'530 DRI T39N.RBWAS20/ 1 ¢ RO
A ':;% kBt s : :

1

i

S B T

T39N-R8W-S33

i §o @ seveaws
StrandfR ; s

EDGEWATER!

A

ey

S

‘f'*‘ i -.:..i:
e
)

= X
Map Document: (\mspe-gis-file\GISProj\xce\139755\map_docs\mxd\LCO_EA\Fig08_SurfaceWaters.mxd) 2/25/2011 -- 12:06:

it

Figure 8
Surface Water
Lac Courte Oreilles Area

Stone Lake to Couderay
69 kV Rebuild /
161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project

EDGEWATER | ~ouDERAY

Township Township

nLCO Boundary
B substation (Xcel)

[JExisting 100 ft ROW

69 kV Tap, Private ROW -
] Preferred Alternate Only

—— Railroad
PLSS Township
PLSS Section

Outstanding and
= = Exceptional
Resource Waters

Trout Class Streams
[ Lakes
— Stream / River
< FEMA Floodplains
77 wwI Wetland

1,500 3,000
Feet




T39N-ROW-S25

T39N-R8W-S30

= !

T39N-ROW-S36

_

T39N-R8W-S31
S,
Q

T38N-ROW-S1

O
-StrandiR|
EDGEWATER

auer-Rd

T

T38N ROW-Si12

,r

.-1:5

.rI
?_L

T38N-ROW-S13

T38N-R8W-

o
gl
L, @1\

<

T39N-R8W-S29

T38N-R8W-S18

f
n
| I
d
|
a "
T39N-REW:S32 |
r
~ ' Il
AT
5
o
.
T38N-R8\Y. S5 =
il
g
k
RN
T38N:-R8W-S8

.ir

iT38N-R8W2S/i17}

Map Document: (\mspe-gis-fle\GISProj\xcel39755\map_docs\mxd\LCO_|

EA\Fig09_LULC.mxd) 2/25/2011 -- 12:07:21 PM

o

[

3 s

i

L

Ly

T39N-R8W-S28

Ja

==
-

B g

iT39N-R8W-S33, d 5
(22

T g

Gam

£

P

] Z

" [

13

:38N-R8W-S4 g

B Rd

Rive r=Rd STHy; 2.7./.7,0-:
i o'
4 1 g
T38N-R8W-_,Si9 . |
s bt
1

T38N"R8W-S16
ot

Figure 9
Land Cover
Lac Courte Oreilles Area

Stone Lake to Couderay
69 kV Rebuild /
161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project

1 BASS LAKE
Township Lac Courte
Oreilles™ INd ign =
SAND LAKE " 'Reservation
Township

EDGEWATER

COUDERAY
Township

Township

nLCO Boundary
B substation (Xcel)

[JExisting 100 ft ROW

69 kV Tap, Private ROW -
] Preferred Alternate Only

—— Railroad

[IpLSS Township

| PLSS Section
Barren
Crops

I Coniferous Forest
Deciduous Forest
Emergent / Wet Meadow
Forested Wetland

I Grassland

I Mixed Deciduous/Coniferous

I Open Water
Shrub

® o

(2 XcelEnergy’

RiAFRmatELL my maluRg

1,500 3,000

Feet




Figure 10 Redacted — Confidential Threatened and Endangered Species Location Information
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Couderay - 2009 Breeding Bird Survey Species

Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Green Heron

Wood Duck

American Black Duck
Mallard

Blue-winged Teal
Common Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Osprey

Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Cooper's Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel
Ring-necked Pheasant
Ruffed Grouse
Northern Bobwhite
Sora

Sandhill Crane
Killdeer

Common Snipe
Herring Gull

Black Tern

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl

Chimney Swift
Ruby-thr. Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Sapsucker (3 species)
Yellow-bell. Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Alder Flycatcher

Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Couderay Route



Willow/Alder Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Grt. Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Yellow-throated Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo

Blue Jay

American Crow
Common Raven

Horned Lark

Purple Martin

Tree Swallow

N. Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

House Wren

Winter Wren

Sedge Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird

Veery

Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler

Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Couderay Route



Black-th. Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Pine Warbler

Palm Warbler

Cerulean Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Canada Warbler
Scarlet Tanager

Eastern Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Field Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Henslow's Sparrow

Le Conte's Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Dickcissel

Bobolink

Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-head. Blackbird
Brewer's Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole

Purple Finch

House Finch

Red Crossbill

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow

Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Couderay Route



Weirgor Springs - 2009 Breeding Bird Survey Species

American Bittern

Great Blue Heron
Turkey Vulture

Canada Goose

Mallard

Broad-winged Hawk
Ruffed Grouse

Wild Turkey

Sandhill Crane

Killdeer

Common Snipe

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech-Owl
Barred Owl

Ruby-thr. Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Sapsucker (3 species)
Yellow-bell. Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Alder Flycatcher
Willow/Alder Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Grt. Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Yellow-throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo

Blue Jay

American Crow

Tree Swallow

Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren

Winter Wren
Troglodytes troglodytes
Sedge Wren
Cistothorus platensis
Marsh Wren
Cistothorus palustris
Eastern Bluebird

Sialia sialis

Veery

Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Weirgor Springs Route



Catharus fuscescens
Hermit Thrush

Catharus guttatus
Wood Thrush
Hylocichla mustelina
American Robin

Turdus migratorius
Gray Catbird

Dumetella carolinensis
European Starling
Sturnus vulgaris

Cedar Waxwing
Bombycilla cedrorum
Golden-winged Warbler
Vermivora chrysoptera
Nashville Warbler
Vermivora ruficapilla
Yellow Warbler
Dendroica petechia
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Dendroica pensylvanica
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Dendroica coronata
Black-th. Green Warbler
Dendroica virens

Pine Warbler

Dendroica pinus
Black-and-white Warbler
Mniotilta varia
American Redstart
Setophaga ruticilla
Ovenbird

Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Scarlet Tanager
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting

Bobolink

Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Baltimore Oriole

Purple Finch

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Weirgor Springs Route
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Summary of Results

Fair compensation for transmission line easements by parcel:

This report will further summarize the factual data and the overall Stone Lake to
Couderay Radisson transmission line appraisal project. The introductory portion of the report
covers basic information regarding the purpose, scope, value appraised, estate appraised and area
data. This is followed by a summary of pertinent details for each parcel that has been appraised.
This information has been provided in the individual appraisal of each parcel. Three methods of

developing the transmission line easement values have been utilized in each report. An aerial

Parcel #1-Allotment #431 R72
Parcel #2-Allotment #431 R75
Parcel #3-Allotment #431 R75A
Parcel #4-Allotment #431 R71
Parcel #5-Allotment #431 6F68
Parcel #6-Allotment #431 6B148
Parcel #7-Allotment #431 Q5

Parcel #8-Allotment #431 TTR147
Parcel #9-Allotment #431 TT6B104
Parcel #10-Allotment #431 TT98
Parcel #11-Allotment #431 TT6H99
Parcel #12-Allotment #431 TT613
Parcel #13-Allotment #431 TT2030

$2,900.00
$2,150.00
$ 200.00
$ 650.00
$5,750.00
$ 950.00
$2,250.00
$1,550.00
$3,450.00
$1,350.00
$ 800.00
$2,100.00
$ 50.00

photograph showing the parcels is attached as Exhibit #1 in this report.

Introduction

Purpose and Intended Use

The purpose of this appraisal is to estimate the cash market value, in both the
“before” condition and the “after” condition, of property land that will be affected by utility
easements, in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The difference in market value between the “before”

condition and the “after” condition is the impact on value attributable to the proposed utility
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easement and the basis for the amount of just compensation due the landowner. This is being
done in accordance with the provisions of Section 32.09 of Wisconsin Statutes, which state that
just compensation shall be based on the property’s most advantageous use, but only such use as
actually affects the present market value.

The intended users of this report are Xcel Energy and their authorized
representatives, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Great Lakes realty personnel, Lac Courte Oreilles
realty personnel, and authorized representatives of The Office of Special Trustee for American

Indians, Office of Appraisal Services, and the property owners of Parcels 1 through 13.

Scope of Work

Notes were compiled on the location, vegetative cover, land quality, soils, access,
topography, water features, and overall character of the subject property. Comparable sales that
occurred on various dates within a two-year period prior to the effective date of this appraisal
were identified, investigated, and inspected. Facts concerning comparable sales and other
pertinent information relating to the subject were confirmed from courthouse records and
contacts with assessors and local tax officials.

The appraisals are conducted under the extraordinary assumption that legal woods
road easement access by vehicle to the subject would be granted through surrounding Lac Courte
Oreilles Tribal land or land held in trust for the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe by the United States of
America. Without this extraordinary assumption, overall property value of the subject would be
lower, as the market shows lower property values for landlocked parcels with no legal access.

The appraisals involved the development of a real estate appraisal provided in a
summary report according to both the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions

(UASFLA) and Standards Rules 1 and 2 of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal
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Practice (USPAP 2010-2011 Edition — effective January 1, 2010). If any of the provisions of
USPAP conflict with those of UASFLA, then the standards of UASFLA take precedence under

the Jurisdictional Exception of USPAP.

Effective Date of Appraisal

The effective date of “evaluation” according to Section 32.06 (7) of Wisconsin
Statutes, for the construction of a facility as defined under Section 196.491 (1), is two years prior
to the date on which the Certificate of Public Conveyance and Necessity (CPCN) is issued for the
facility. In the case of this project, the CPCN has not yet been approved. Therefore, we are
valuing the subject property as of the last dates of inspection, which were January 14, 2011, or

February 22, 2011.

Date of Report

The reports were completed between the dates of January 21, 2011, and February

23, 2011, which indicates that the perspective of the appraiser is current.

Definition of Market Value

Market value is the amount in cash, or on terms reasonably equivalent to cash, for
which in all probability the property would have sold on the effective date of the appraisal, after
a reasonable exposure time on the open competitive market, from a willing and reasonably
knowledgeable seller to a willing and reasonably knowledgeable buyer, with neither acting under
any compulsion to buy or sell, giving due consideration to all available economic uses of the
property at the time of the appraisal (UASFLA, 2000).

The reader should note that this definition of market value, required by the
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Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions (UASFLA, 2000), is not “linked” to
a specific “exposure time” estimate as required by the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practice (USPAP, SR 1-2¢). “Such estimates are inappropriate for, and must not be
included in, appraisal reports prepared for federal land acquisitions under these standards”
(Section A-9, UASFLA, 2000). This appraisal, therefore, invokes the Jurisdictional Exception

Rule and does not include an opinion of reasonable exposure time.

Estate Appraised

The estate appraised in the “before” condition is fee simple, subject to rights of
the state, the county, and the public for roads, as well as the rights of utility companies for
electric distribution, gas, and telephone line easements. In the “after” condition, the estate

appraised is as stated above, but also subject to a new high voltage transmission line easement.

Area and Local Data

The properties are located in southwestern Sawyer County. The city of Hayward
(population 2,163), the county seat of Sawyer County, is located approximately 16 miles
northeast of the properties, and the village of Exeland (212) is located about 11 miles southeast
of the subject properties. Ladysmith, the county seat of Rusk County, is located about 26 miles
to the southeast. A general location map is provided in Figure #1.

The main transportation arteries in this area of Wisconsin include U.S. Highways
63 and 53, State Highways 27 and 40 (north and south), State Highways 48 and 70 (east and
west), and County Highways C, F, E, and N. Additional state, county, and town roads provide
excellent transportation linkages throughout northwestern Wisconsin.

The area economy relies heavily on recreation, tourism, and the forest products
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industry. The Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest is host to thousands of visitors annually.
Employment in the resort and summer trade business is significant. Abundant clear water lakes
and rivers, combined with the vast acreages of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, create
an attractive setting for tourists and permanent residents. In addition to tourism, the forest
products industry and logging are significant contributors to the local economy. The community
of Hayward is home to a wafer board plant operated by Louisiana-Pacific Corporation and one of
three wood chipping operations of Johnson Timber. These manufacturing plants and associated
logging operations throughout northern Wisconsin provide strength and stability to the overall
economy.

Northern Wisconsin is predominantly rural, with mixtures of agriculture, wood
lots, and expansive forest. Paper mills, sawmills, and veneer mills lead employment in many
communities. The abundance of water features and public forestlands attracts people from all
over the state, as well as from neighboring states. The general area is extremely well known to

recreation enthusiasts who hunt, fish, and cross-country ski in northwestern Wisconsin.

Property Inspection

Edward F. Steigerwaldt and Lee Ann Steigerwaldt of Steigerwaldt Land Services,
Inc. inspected several of the properties on January 14, 2011. Edward F. Steigerwaldt inspected
the rest of the properties February 21, 2011. Brian Bisonette, Secretary Treasurer of the Lac
Courte Oreilles Tribal Governing Board, was contacted by email with an invitation extended for
him and/or a representative of the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe to accompany the appraisers on the
property inspection. Mr. Bisonette did not respond to the invitation. Edward F. Steigerwaldt
also contacted Dena Mortenson, with the Bureau of Indian Affairs — Great Lakes Realty Office,

by a telephone message inviting her to participate in a pre-work meeting and clarification on the
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report format, but there was no response. Edward F. Steigerwaldt met with Phillip Lysdahl from
Xcel Energy and Brian Bisonette prior to beginning work on this project.
During the inspections, notes were taken to document the subject’s access, land

cover, and overall land quality.

Improvements

There are no improvements located on the property.

Taxes
The subject properties are part of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior

Chippewa Reservation and is not assessed or taxed.

Sale History
There are no recent sales of the subject properties that can be used to help in the

determination of market value for this assignment.

The Transmission Line

The transmission line traveling across the subject properties is a portion of the
proposed Stone Lake to Couderay/Radisson Transmission Line. According to Xcel Energy, the
Hayward area of northern Wisconsin has experienced growth and development of new homes
and businesses in the past several decades, and growth is expected to continue as the area grows
as a tourist destination. During peak electricity use times, demand exceeds the capacity of the
current 69-kV transmission system. Based on a study issued in 2002 by the U.S. Department of
Energy, Wisconsin’s transmission system has one of the most congested interfaces in the

country. Wisconsin has only limited transmission line connections to other states — significantly
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fewer than neighboring states. This limits the ability of electric utilities to access wind energy or
sources of lower-cost electricity from other regions. Wisconsin’s electricity generators generally
produce less power than is used, and the balance is imported from out-of-state.

According to Xcel Energy, the Stone Lake to Couderay/Radisson Transmission
Line project will help ensure that Hayward and northern Wisconsin residents and businesses
have the power they need, when they need it. They believe that building this line will add an
important element to Wisconsin’s electric transmission infrastructure and bring much needed

reliability to a constrained system.

Real Estate Appraisal Procedure

In general appraisal practice, an approach is a procedure used to derive an
indication for the value of real property. The three approaches most often used in the valuation
of properties are the cost approach, the income approach, and the sales comparison approach.

The cost approach is utilized in appraising property with improvements and is
generally derived by combining the land value (as though it were vacant) with the cost to
reconstruct or replace existing structures, less a deduction for each structure's accrued
depreciation. The income approach is used in appraising properties with a potential for
generating income. An estimate from the income approach is found by calculating the net
present value of annual income that can be generated by the property being appraised. The sales
comparison approach is a direct comparison technique that relates recent land sales (preferably in
the same market area) to the specifics of the subject property. Time-adjusted prices of
comparable sales are adjusted in the sales comparison approach to arrive at a range in value
based on the presence or quality of individual features found on the subject and its related sales.

The approach or combination of approaches taken is generally dependent upon
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the type of property being appraised, its highest and best use, and the availability of income and
comparable sales data. For this particular appraisal assignment, it is our opinion that the sales
comparison approach is the most reliable and appropriate valuation method for estimating each
subject properties land value. Because there is adequate market evidence in the form of
comparable sales data, the sales comparison approach is utilized for determining the market
value of the subject properties.

The follow tables are a summation of appraisals competed for each individual

parcel:
Parcel #1
Allotment #431 R72
Legal Description Lots 9 and 10 of Section 4, T38N-R8W
Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 80 acres
Access No direct road access or access to utility services
Land Cover Northern hardwood and aspen poletimber
Land Quality 88 percent upland
Water Features No significant water features
Zoning F1 — Forestry
Acquisition 4.913 acres
Highest and Best Use Recreation
Before Value $94,000.00
After Value $91,113.62
Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $2,900.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #2
Allotment #431 R75

Legal Description Lot 1 of Section 6, T38N-R8W

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Tract Size 34.97 acres

Access Ag(?ess from State Highway 27/70,. telephone and electric
utility services are not directly available.

Land Cover Moderately-stocked northern hardwood poletimber

Land Quality All upland

Water Features No significant water features

Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 3.03 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $48,958.00

After Value $46,837.00

Fair Compensation for the

Proposed Transmission $2,150.00

Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #3
Allotment #431 R75A

Legal Description Lot 2 of Section 6, T38N-R8W

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Tract Size 36.43 acres

Access Access fr(?m Right of Way Road anq Butler Rqad, telephone
and electric utility services are not directly available.

Land Cover Moderately-stocked northern hardwood poletimber

Land Quality All upland

Water Features No significant water features

Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 0.275 acre

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $51,002.00

After Value $50,809.50

Fair Compensation for the

Proposed Transmission $200.00

Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #4
Allotment #431 R71

Legal Description Lot 6 of Section 5, T38N-R8W

Location ;F)\;)l\;vcrz)sr}:;ﬁl of Couderay, Sawyer County,

Tract Size 40 acres

Access NQ public rpad access, telgphone and electric
utility services are not available.

Land Cover All forested with 15 to 20 year old aspen saplings.

Land Quality All upland

Water Features No significant water features

Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 1.033 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $47,000.00

After Value $46,393.12

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $650.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #5
Allotment #431 6F68

Legal Description N"SEV4 of Section 36, T39N-ROW

Location qunshlp of Sand Lake, Sawyer County,
Wisconsin

Tract Size 80 acres

No public road access, telephone and electric
utility services are not available.

All forested with northern hardwood
sawtimber over northern hardwood poletimber

Access

Land Cover

Land Quality 95 percent upland

Water Features No significant water features
Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 6.565 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $140,000.00

After Value $134,255.63

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $5,750.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #6

Allotment #431 6B148
Legal Description SEY4SEV4 of Section 4, T38N-R8W
Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 40 acres
Access No direct road access or access to utility services.
Land Cover Moderately-stocked northern hardwood poletimber
Land Quality All upland
Water Features No significant water features
Zoning F1 — Forestry
Acquisition 1.524 acres
Highest and Best Use Recreation
Before Value $49,000.00
After Value $48,066.55
Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $950.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #7
Allotment #431 Q5

Legal Description Lot 2 of Section 5, T38N-R8W
Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 64.56 acres

Access from State Highway 27/70, telephone and
electric utility services are not directly available.

84 percent forested, primarily with northern hardwood
and aspen poletimber, along with scattered conifers.

Access

Land Cover

Land Quality 84 percent upland

Water Features Surette Creek runs through the property
Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 3.535 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $80,700.00

After Value $78,490.63

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $2,250.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #8
Allotment #431 TTR147

Legal Description Part of the N2 of the SW¥ of Section 31, T39N-R8§W
Location Township of Sand Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 78.61 acres

No public road access, telephone and electric utility services
are not available.

Almost all forested with northern hardwood sawtimber over
northern hardwood poletimber.

Access

Land Cover

Land Quality 88 percent upland

Water Features +1,400 feet of mostly wetland frontage on the Couderay River
Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 1.263 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $192,594.40

After Value $191,047.33

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $1,550.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #9
Allotment #431 TT6B104

Legal Description N of the SEV4 of Section 4, T38N-R8W
Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 80 acres

Access from Smith Road, telephone and electric utility services
are not directly available.

80 percent forested, with stands of northern hardwood
poletimber, 20 percent consists of lowland grass.

Access

Land Cover

Land Quality 86 percent upland

Water Features +1,450 feet of lowland, center thread frontage on Devils Creek
Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 5.096 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $108,000.00

After Value $104,560.02

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $3,450.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #10
Allotment #431 TT98

Legal Description NEY7%“SWYa and the SWYNEY4 of Section 36, T39N-ROW
Location Township of Sand Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 80 acres

No public road access, telephone and electric utility
services are not available.

Almost all forested with northern hardwood sawtimber
over northern hardwood poletimber

Access

Land Cover

Land Quality Nearly all upland

Water Features No significant water features
Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 1.515 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $140,000.00

After Value $138,674.38

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $1,350.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #11
Allotment #431 TT6H99

Legal Description E': of the SW' of Section 4, T38N-R8§W
Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 80 acres

Access from State Highway 27/70 and River Road,
telephone and electric utility services are not available.
46 percent productive forest cover, the remaining land
cover is areas of lowland grass.

Access

Land Cover

Land Quality 46 percent upland

Water Features No significant water features
Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 1.584 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $76,000.00

After Value $75,247.60

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $800.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #12
Allotment #431 TT613

Legal Description Lot 5 of Section 5, T38N-R8W
Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 40 acres

No public road access, telephone and electric utility
services are not available.

82 percent forested with northern hardwood, aspen and
fir-spruce poletimber and 18 percent with aspen saplings.

Access

Land Cover

Land Quality Nearly all upland

Water Features No significant water features
Zoning F1 — Forestry

Acquisition 3.283 acres

Highest and Best Use Recreation

Before Value $50,000.00

After Value $47,948.13

Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $2,100.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
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Parcel #13
Allotment #431 TT2030

Legal Deseription Lot 3 of Section 5, T3I8N-REW
Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin
Tract Size 40 acres
A Access from State Highway 27/70, telephone and
s electric utility services are not directly available.
Land C 63 percent lowland grass and lowland brush, remainder
gkl poor quality lowland hardwoods and swamp conifers.
Land Quality 54 percent upland
Water Features Frontage on Surette Creek
Zoning F1 — Forestry
Acquisition 0.050 acre
Highest and Best Use Recreation
Before Value $34,000.00
After Value $33,978.75
Fair Compensation for the
Proposed Transmission $50.00
Line Easement (Rounded)
Submitted By:
-.-.-.__._;-."-'--.--.- _.
W
[ /
Edward F. Steigerwaldt, ACF Lee A. Steigerwaldt, ACT
Wisconsin Certified General Appr. #293 Wisconsin Certified General Appr. #1516

STEIGERWALDT LAND SERVICES, INC.
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Exhibit #1

Aerial Photograph of
Appraised Properties
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Appendix F-2
Public Correspondence






@, XcelEnergy* S —

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
January 14, 2011

Landowner Name
Address
Address

RE:  Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission
Project, Sawyer County, WI

Dear Resident,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need application
(CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV
upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin, see attached map. The proposed
Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and
Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project
will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached map
shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy will host the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public at the
beginning of February. The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed
project, answer your questions, and collect your suggestions and comments. All meetings will provide
the same information in open house format; Xcel Energy staff will be available at all meetings. In
addition, Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Tribal Governing Board Leadership will be available at the LCO
Casino Open House to answer LLCO specific questions. The schedule of open houses is below; there
will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening meeting each day to accommodate busy schedules:

Thursday, February 3, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM

Radisson Community Center

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 Wednesday, February 2, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM

Veteran’s Community Center LCO Casino
. 3795 N Clark
10534 S Main St 13767 West County Road B Radisson WL 54867
adisso
Hayward, WI 54843 Hayward, WI 54843 ’

Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in proximity to our
potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely information, address questions
and concerns, and collaborate with the public and permitting authorities throughout the transmission
line siting and construction process. Please feel free to contact me as we move through the permitting
process.

If you are unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I can
be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com, ot you can contact Dawn Schultz in our

Eau Claire office at 715-737-2486. The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst
Enclosure: Project Location Map
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@ Xcel Energy*

RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE™ Minneapolis, MN 55401
April 22, 2011 1-800-895-4999
xcelenergy.com
Landowner Name
Address
Address

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer County, WI
Dear Resident,

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need application (CPCN) for the
proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in
Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between
the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV
link. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached
map shows the three route alternatives currently under review by Xcel Energy.

Xcel Energy will host the second round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public the second
week of May. The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed project in an informal
setting, answer your questions, and collect your suggestions and comments. All meetings listed below will
provide the same information in open house format:

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 Thursday, May 12, 2011 Saturday, May 14, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 10:30AM - 2:00PM
Veteran’s Community Center Radisson Community Center Flat Creek Eatery

10534 S Main St 3795 N Clark 10290 N Hwy 27S
Hayward, WI 54843 Radisson WI, 54867 Hayward WI, 54843

There will be no formal presentation at these open house meetings; Xcel Energy staff will be available to answer
questions and informational handouts will be provided. Please feel free to show up at any time during any of the
above meeting times.

Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in proximity to our potential route
alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely information, address questions and concerns, and collaborate with the
public and permitting authorities throughout the transmission line siting and construction process. Please feel free
to contact me as we move through the permitting process.

These Open Houses are one of several opportunities for you to share your comments throughout the permitting
process. Upon submittal of the CPCN application to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin you will have
additional opportunities to share any comments or concerns with the Commission and with Xcel Energy. If you
are unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I can be reached at 612-
330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com, or you can contact Dawn Schultz in our Eau Claire office at 715-737-
2486. The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,

RaeLynn Asah, Permitting Analyst
Enclosure: Attachment 1: Route Alternative Map
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THANK YOU to all who made
the 2011 All Community Easter

Egg Hunt & Games a success!!

Major Sponsors:
Johnson Bank, WHSM Radio, Lynoe Mare's Candies,
Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame, Marketplace Foods,
Wal-Mart, Chippewa Valley Bank, Hayward Area
Memaorial Hospital, Northern Lakes Coop,
Peoples Bank of Wisconsin

Business nsors:

Dairy Queen. Woodland Develo

Flat Creek Eatery, Hidden Bay,

ents and Realty,
s

s Card & Gift,

Hayward Area Chamber of Commerce

Additional Thanks:

Sawyer County Record, Sawyver County Ambulance
Service. Haywand Police Department, 1'mur M Hayward

Boy Scouts, Morthwest Connections Famil

Mark Simino

¥ Resources,

And all the wonderful volunteers who make

this event happen!
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To The Hayward Primary School Staff |
With gratitude and praise for your hard work |
and dedication to the little people

we love so much!

THANK YOU!

The Members of the
Parent Advisory Committee
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Minnesota Newspaper Association
12 South Sixth St., Suite 1120

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Phone: 612-332-8844 Fax: 1-612-342-2958

INVOICE
July 19, 2011

Order: 11052XX0 Involces 526
\attn: Stophanie Paulsen 1 Advartiser Xcel Energy 233962
¥cel Energy 233982 PO B5TI00 TI1850 11284326
1225 17th St. Brand; Stonae Laka Project
Denver, Colorado B0202 Campaign
Amount Dus: 569614
Voica: Fax:
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Xcel Energy 233092 Invoica# 526 P.O.#: 857900 721850 11284326

ianm- AdSiza  Fate Type Fate Cofor Rate Tolaf Discount (%) Amount alter Discount  Page
Wi-Hayward Sawyer Counly Record (, Wisconsin) Bl
050472011 350  General $13.00 $400.50 $6143 (15,00%) S348.07
osi11/2011 3150  Ganeral £13.00 $400.50 5143 (15.00%) su8.07
Subtotal: 53.00 $26.00 £0.00 £815,00 §122.86 $696.14
Wi-Lac Courte Oreille Times [LGO) {, Wisconsin]
05052011 3150 updated rate §353.75 DI NOT RLN S0.00  (0.00%) $0.00
Subtotal: 31.50 50.00 £0.00 50.00 $0.00 $0.00
Gross Advartising $819.00 Total Misc $0.00 Amount Pald $0.0
Agoncy Discount 5132, Tax $0.00 Adjustmants $0,00
Cither Discaunt 50.00 Total Bilad 696,14 Paymant Dala
Service Charge $0.00 Unbilfed £0.00 Balance Dui SHO6.14
Pagn 1.0/1

Winnesala Mowspaper Assocnion O IA011  OBAZ 0141



11052XX0

Minnesota Newspaper Association
12 South Sixth Street Suite 1120
Minneapolis, MN 55402
612-332-8844

Affidavit of Publication

The Minnesota Newspaper Association verifies that the ad for

Stone Lake Project
Ran in the
Hayward Sawyer County Record — May 4 & 11

(ad did not run in Lac Courte Orelle Times due to the paper
closed.)

2
B}’: @ .‘r) A_—"_____ Network Advertising Manager

Date: —7:/ Zf;;‘/ [/

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 42  day of July 2011.

Notary: (U et

My Commission Expires J

AR Emum’iiﬁma.mﬂnsnﬂ]

=g NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA
Spgd™ MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 1£21/16

31, 2015
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay
Transmission & Substation Project
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay
Transmission & Substation Project
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@* xce, tnergym 414 Nicollet Mall

RESPONSIBLE BY NATURE™ Minneapolis, MN 55401

1-800-895-4999
xcelenergy.com

July 11,2011

LANDOWNER
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP

RE: Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer County,
WI

Dear Landowner,

As you are aware, Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need
application (CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer
County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade the existing transmission line system between
the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV in addition to the current 69 kV
system. In other words, the proposed transmission system would consist of a new 161 kV line in addition
to the existing 69 kV line between the aforementioned substations. Attached is a map that shows the
proposed route and construction options in relation to your property.

Xcel Energy will be hosting one final opportunity for the public to comment on our project need,
proposed routes, and construction options prior to the CPCN application submittal, which is
anticipated to occur in mid August. We would greatly appreciate your involvement in the application
process. All written comments we receive will be submitted with our application to the Wisconsin Public
Service Commission. The Commission uses the public’s comments to help reach a decision on the
project need, the final route and construction configuration for approval. Your involvement in the
public comment process will help determine the final outcome.

Please join us and submit your comments prior to application submittal:

Friday, July 22, 2011 3:00-8:30 PM
Hayward Comfort Suites
15586 County B
Hayward, WI 54843

If you have any questions or are unable to make the meeting, please feel free to contact me at 612-330-
6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. You are also welcome to fill out the enclosed comment form and

send into me via mail or email. My colleagues and I look forward to meeting with you on Friday, the
22nd.

Sincerely,
RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst

Enclosures:
- Property map with proposed project
- Comment form
- Structure Option
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Comments From Landowners






From: j b [mailto:hillznhollerz@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 3:40 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Oppose Upgrade Transmission Project for Sawyer County

RaeLynn,

Thank you for taking the time to explain the process for the upgrade of the transmission lines. | would like
to express my opposition to all options of the power lines crossing my property. It is my understanding
that you have an existing route in which the power lines run and that route should be sufficient for the new
lines to be run.

Thank you,

Jon Beckman
President
Hillznhollerz LLC
608-712-3444



From: flakemomma@aol.com

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Sent: Tue Feb 01 21:34:18 2011

Subject: Proposed Upgrade Transmission project.
Dear RaelLynn,

My husband and | are completely and totally AGAINST your corporation coming in here and basically
raping us of our poperty value and our trees. I'm sick to death of you huge corporations just waltzing in
here and taking whatever you damn well please!

First it's the power company taking 40 feet ( 20 feet either side of the HUGE power poles) of our poperty
and cutting down our trees. Next comes along the 'great' Enbridge company coming in and cutting down
ANOTHER 40 feet of trees on our poperty with very little compensation.

back of our cabin!!!!!. Our property values have already dropped extremely low because of the first two
rapes, then the economy Kkills us and drops it even further. Now you rotten bastards just think that you

can take even more from us and drop the value even more to the point we'll never be able to gain back
what we owe on it!

This was suppose to be our dream retirement home. You people have completely destroyed that dream
and now even if we wanted to sell it, we could never afford to. We could never get what we owe on it
because of the destruction of the property from the first two corporations.

Maybe it's time someone else's area was raped by your corporation. Make your plans to travel some
other route - not just the one that's the easiest and most convenient for you!!!

So unless you're willing to pay us $ 300,000.00 for all of our property - cabin and the full 6.75 acres, FIND

Sincerely hatefully yours,
Jim and Diane Hahn
5944N Cty. Rd F

Stone Lake, WI

P.S. Just because it's not our permanent address at this time doesn't mean that it means any less to us
than if it were.



From: Art Punyko [mailto:artpunyko@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:28 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Cc: tomrmueller@yahoo.com; artpunyko@yahoo.com

Subject: Questions about Stone Lake-Radisson Transmission Project

Dear RaelLynn

We are not able to make the open house meetings this week because we live in St.
Paul. Here are our comments and questions concerning the proposed project. We
currently own a lake home on Ham Lake in Sawyer County which is close to the
existing 69 kV link.

Comments/Questions

1. What areas have increased electrical loads? What is the justification for
the new transmission line? 1Is it Sawyer county, or elsewhere?

2. Your letter mentions an upgrade to the project to 161 kV, while maintaining
the 69kV link. Does this mean that Xcel wants to permanently keep both links?
3. What is the criteria for selecting a route for the new link?

4. Several properties on Ham and Holly Lakes have been negatively affected by
the Enbridge pipeline and existing 69 kV link. I would strongly recommend that
Xcel find a way to minimize the impact to property values and select more remote
routes for the future link. As a friend says, "they aren't making any new
lakes™. The existing link has negatively impacted property values, adjacent
forests and fauna.

5. We are strongly opposed to the new link running on the north and east shore
of Ham Lake. It already has the 69 kV link running on the south west portion of
the lake. All lake shore properties would be affected. This may sound like "not
in my backyard", but there is already a transmission line in my backyard.

6. If the new 161 kV link was installed next to the existing 69 kV link, would
more adjacent property have to be "taken" or destroyed in order to implement
this?

7. How does Xcel compensate land owners who are affected by the new project?

We look forward to your comments and future notifications on this project.

Sincerely
Art Punyko
Tom Mueller



From: Schultz, Dawn R

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 1:56 PM
To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Stone Lake - Couderay

Hi RaelLynn,

| got a call from a landowner on this project. He is Mark Albertin. His home address is 6542 Bridgeton
Manor Ct, Liberty OH 45011. He has property on the north side of Sand Lake. He feels strongly that the
69 line should be routed west & south of the lake so as not to create a bigger impact on those areas
where a line is already routed. | told him we’d make note of his feedback. Let me know if you need
anything else. Thanks!

Dawn Schultz

Xcel Energy | Responsible By Nature

CapX2020

Siting & Land Rights Technician

1414 W Hamilton Ave, PO Box 8 Eau Claire, WI 54702
P: 715-737-2486 F: 715-737-5435

E: dawn.schultz@xcelenergy.com




From: Don & Sherry Melander [mailto:sherrydonm@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2011 6:09 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Stone Lake - Courderay Power Transmission Project, Sawyer County, Wisconsin

Sorry, | was sending this to excelenergy instead of xcelenergy on May14-15 so it never went thru to you.
Tho late, please consider this letter. A reply would be appreciated also.

Got your notification letter. Yow!! After putting in a new line a year or 2 ago you need an upgrade
already??? We live near the power line on Ham Lake and Holly Lake. It's been hit hard these last 10
years putting up with the construction of with 2 buried oil lines and then new transmission poles. How
many times must our small area be subjected to this ?? Put yourself in our shoes for a minute, now if
you personally had a cabin/house along this particular route, would you like another
project to go in in the exact same area again - especially if we remain unconvinced that
the local area really needs more power.?? Besides the mess of construction, the power
lines are not a beautiful sight along 2 picturesque lakes: AND the power lines already
"crackle" in humid weather so we're constantly reminded they are there. How about
another area taking the "hit" for the community this time??

From the map provided, the "Preferred Route" goes along several lakes near the Sand Lake area as does
"Alternate B". Alternate A seems to go thru more farm and less homes and less recreational areas than
the other so "Alternate A" seems better or another route could be easily be develpoped from the
Edgewater Station up to the Stone Lake Station.. | beg you please, please, please consider another
route than through the Hungry Lake, Ham Lake, Holly Lake, Upper Holly Lake, and Sand Lake route.
We've been hit hard enough already!!! Spread the "joy" around to other residents??

Forgive me for being more than a little "miffed" about this. | hope you understand and can still answer

a couple questions: Is this the same line that new lines and metal poles were just installed a year or 2
ago on Ham and Holly Lakes?? Why the big need for 133% increase in power line capacity now?? |
mean, The housing market hasn't increased much the past couple years? Or is this part of a bigger
picture - part of a power grid providing electricity elsewhere (out of state)?? Also, what % of this
power will be wholly dedicated to local use?

Don Melander
651-697-0660



@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name: .j/ ) H L
Address: /() PHrPES C/ETH-ST
PRUMER (L,

Representing

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

AN S 10 TIXN_ KT
CHAFER @2

My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name:
Address:

Representing

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

MName: Bﬁﬂﬂﬁlﬂl LIE'E i GFEEE:'!idﬁE ! isk
Address: EO. BOK I"I-'D.{a

Haviaed , T 54842
Representing "P n

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also use
the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@zxcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name: 75 . Vrole
Address: 2 L Rt PA.

SHone La |<’¢" WT  S4F 76
Representing

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also use
the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN S5TATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

My comments regarding this project are: :
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
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email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
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From: gary mathis [mailto:garym5811@live.com]
Sent: Sunday, July 17, 2011 6:14 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: meeting on July 22

Why were we not contacted prior to this letter? The first we heard of this proposal was when
the letter arrived on July 15, 2011. As we live and work out of the area seven days is not an
acceptable notice for the meeting date.

We purchased the property for the location and scenery it provided us. Looking at huge tower
and power lines out our front door is not an appealing sight. The idea that the towers and lines
will be on two sides of the property is doubly displeasing. No matter which direction we enter
from we will have to look at the lines and towers. We feel this will considerable decrease the
value of the property, not a good thing to have happen given our current economics these
days.

We are very displeased with Excel Energy as this is he first we have heard anything about power
lines going in in the location mentioned in their letter of July 11, 2011.

Feel free to contact us at this email address: garym5811@live.com.

Hard copy of this email is being sent by US postal service.

Gary L. Mathis
Mary E. Mathis
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
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Property Highlighted in VIOLET: ALBERTIN FAMILY TRUST ETAL
15745W STATE HWY 27/70 MARK ALBERTIN 6542 BRIDGETON MANOR CT
STONE LAKE, WI 54876 HAMILTON, OH 45011

PID: 026939165109
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From: joe sajdera [mailto:jesajdera@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 6:54 AM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Transmission Project

To: RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy

From: Renee Sajdera 11326 West Polish Road Radisson,
WI 54867. Nearest cross street Wiergor and Polish Road.

Please except this as my comment form regarding the proposed Stone Lake - Couderay
Transmission and Subsation Project.

Please consider changing the location of the Proposed Stone Lake - Couderay Transmission and
Substation Project. Currently this line is proposed to be built directly across from our home

and causing an obstruction to our view. [ would like to propose the substation be placed out of
view from our home. We already have two substations approximately 125 yards from our front
door which are an obstruction to our view. These substations also decrease the value of our land
and creates an unwelcome sight. | feel there are other options available according to maps
provided to build this substation so that it is out of our view. Please reconsider relocating this
substation to a site that is out of our view.

Sincerely,
Renee Sajdera



From: Carolyn Lofgren [mailto:carolynlofgren@live.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 1:25 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: RE: Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project
Raelynn,

Thank you for your email informing us on the size of the pole and the how the trees on our property will
be effected. We are opposed to the line coming through as we feel it will greatly effect the value of
future building site/sites as it will take all the privacy away and for people wanting to build in the
northwood's area, wooded privacy is a very big factor when considering their chosen site. Our property
just extends only about twenty feet into the tree line on the east side, so if your telling us you will be
clearing fifty feet, that means we will have no trees left on the whole east side of our property, which
would greatly diminish the esthetics and value of our land.

Unfortunately, we are unable to attend the meeting, but want to make it known that we are opposed
to this proposal.

Sincerely,

Kurt & Carolyn Lofgren
4658N Otter Lane
Stone Lake, WI 54876
715-456-2248

From: Raelynn.Asah@xcelenergy.com

To: carolynlofgren@live.com

Date: Thu, 21 Jul 2011 11:47:03 -0600

Subject: RE: Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project

Hi Curt and Carolyn,

I left you a voicemail on your cell phone as well. | can tell you that we have proposed a 69 kV line for the
alternative route (its the second structure from the far right on your structure diagram sheet) on your
property. | understand you are concerned with the trees on the east side of your property. Our proposal
would require approximately 50' of cleared rights-of-way; 25' on either side of the structure center line.
That would affect some of the tree line you reference, but not all of it.

I'd be happy to talk about this in more detail. If you could attend the meeting tomorrow night we can go
over all your options and ways to be involved. You are welcome to stop by anytime between 3:00 and
8:30 PM at the Comfort Suites in Hayward, its an Open House style format and will not include a formal
presentation.

RaeLynn S. Asah
Xcel Energy | Responsible By Nature
c: 612.220.1165

From: Carolyn Lofgren [mailto:carolynlofgren@live.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 10:17 AM




To: Asah, Raelynn S
Subject: RE: Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project

Raelynn,

Kurt and I received your letter and map showing the proposed line. We wanted to verify that the line
proposed on the east side of our property is a 69kV pole. Is this correct?

Also, we are very concerned with the east line of our property, were there is a buffer of trees that border
us and the other land owner and gives the site nice privacy which was taken in consideration when we
purchased the property for a future building site/sites. How do we know for sure how greatly this will
affect our tree line.

Sincerely,

Kurt & Carolyn Lofgren

4658N Otter Lane, P.O. Box 331
Stone Lake, WI 54876
715-456-2248



From: Art Punyko [mailto:artpunyko@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 7:50 AM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Cc: tomrmueller@yahoo.com; artpunyko@yahoo.com
Subject: Stone Lake Transmission Project Comments

20 July, 2011

Dear Raelynn--
Thank you for receiving our comments on the project.

FROM:
Name: Art Punyko, Tom Mueller
Address: 1463 Grand Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55105

Lake Property in Sawyer County:
Address: 15350W Allendale Ln, Stone Lake, WI 54876

Comments:

1) It appears to be a 5X capacity increase in the power transmission system. The
population increase in the last decade was about 2.2% in Sawyer county. What
warrants such a large expansion in capacity? I understand the age of the current
system, but it appears the proposed changes are overkill for the Sawyer county
area.

2) We object to the "Preferred Route" option for the new 161kV line because it
requires more right-of-way along Ham Lake, permanently damages the environment
(wetlands, lake shore, and forests), and permanently lowers property values on
the lake. 1In principle, we feel the selected project route should minimize any
further environmental destruction and loss of personal property around Ham Lake,

or any of the area lakes.

3) We understand the age of the current 69 kV line. We would support the re-
building of the line in its current right-of-way as long as it minimized the
impact to the environment and private property.

4) What is the structure of the proposed 161kV transmission? It is not clear
which structure option is preferred.

We may give you a call today to discuss comment #4.

Like many others, our families saved significant resources in order to purchase a
lake home in Sawyer county. We view ourselves as stewards of the property, lake,
and the environment for future property owners.

Regards
Art Punyko
Tom Mueller



G W CELSHAM

19004 W. Feaglels RD
DVANSUILLE W1 5353,

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my deep concern, along with my sons over the proposed
alternative power line route down N. Marsh [Lake Rd. — Stone Lake on the Stone Lake —
Couderay project. My sons and I own the land on the west side of the road and my
cousins own the land to the east of the road. The land has been in our family for over 80
years. We have put a lot of effort into keeping the land in pristinc condition and leaving
it, as it was when my family first started a homestead there.

The first concern is for my family’s health. Living by power lines has been known
to increase the risk of leukemia and other cancers since 1979. Since then, dozens of
published papers have found links between living near power line electromagnetic
radiation and a range of health woes including: brain cancer, birth defects and
reproductive problems, depression, heart disease, sleeping disorders and many others
(especially affecting children). My husband has had a heart attack and cannot risk any
further damage to his heart. My husband and I are also afraid for the health of our four
sons along with their families that regularly come to the house to escape into the woods
from the hustle and bustle of city living. My cight grand kids are all under 9 years old, so
you can understand my fear for them. In addition, many friends and relatives come to the
house to unwind and enjoy the quict and beautiful landscape.

Another issue is that, my husband and sons hunt on the land and are afraid the
wildlife will leave the area with this larpe clear cut running through some of the best deer
stands on our property. My sons also film hunting episodes for the television show
“Outdoor Junkies” on the land. Also, this home is where my brother Bill Greatsinger
passed away. All the boys spent a lot of time hunting and learning to be good stewards of
the land here with him. We still feel like he is there watching over the place and feel very
close to him when we are there. Having power lines running right down the heart of the
property would take away from all the great memories we have of him. As you can see
we are very tied to this Jand and don’t want to see it ruined.

There are already giant power lines less than a quarter mile away to the east
breaking up the quiet. We drive by them and see all the trees cut down and shutter to
think about the same happening to our land. The lines and deforestation would severely
take away the natural beauty along the road. I walk my grandchildren down this road to
visit the remnants of their great, great grandfather’s farm.

Finally, I was born and raised on this parcel of land and this is where I am
planning to retire. [ have a spot all picked out for my organic garden in the front yard.
The garden location would be directly under the proposed power lines. I also plan to rent
out the lower half of the house to generate additional rectirement income, but 1 don’t think
anyone is going to want to move in with power lines directly in front of the house.

These are the reasons my family, friends and I don’t want the power lines going
down N. Marsh Lake Rd. — Stone Lake.

’ ////A@mu\,

Georgia A. Wickersham and family

Sincerely,
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




March 6, 2011

We sit in our cabin, the onc we bouglt as a shell in May of 2005. 1 look at all the work and the sweat we
put inta if, inside and ont. All our plans of our dream retirement home are now being destroved around
us, picce by piece.

First it was the huge high powered power lines in 2006, they took out 40 feet of {recs tfowards our cabin.
We figured okay...af lcast the irees that arc left witl hide the hideous poles aud most of the wires during
the summer, So we thought okay. Not a thing we can do about it.

A couple of years later we hear about Enbridge coming in to put new pipeline down. Of course, they just
can’t come in and dig up the old ones and replace them with new.....no, they have 1o take out 80 more
feet of trees for what they like 1o call “work space™. Nice, so in less than 4 years we’ve now lost about 100
feet of trees. Now we staried getting angry. Al the trees that we were so happy with were being
destroyed. There goes more of our dream property. Of course, again there isn’t one thing we can do
about it. We decided well, we'll replant some trees in that area to help make up for our loss. Af least we
could replant,

whereas with the power lines we could not.

Now you want {o come in here and take auother 60 {eet of our beautiful (rees. What vou do not realize is
that we will be losing cvery single tree right up to the back of our cabin. Now we’ve gotlen very angry,
Everything we busted our behinds for will be completely destroyed. Not one of you realizes the impact
this will have onus. There is NO WAY I want to live with another sct of high-powered lines running
right over our heads. It’s bad cnough when I 1ake our dogs for a walk under the other high-powcred lines
that arc out there {hat in the carly morning with the dew still on the grass I'm getting little very sharp
shocks on my ankles and feel because of the power comiug off those lines. Please DO NOT tell me that
there is no danger or heaith issues that can arise from fiving that close 0 4 power line. With my
experience, 1 beg 1o differ. Our neighbors up there have also been shocked even worse by touching sonc
shrubbery under those same power lines.

To keep the area under the power lines clear of trees and shrubs they wanted to spray somic herbicide
which they tried to tell us was safe all along the underside of those power lines. We refused to allow it,
We have grandchildren and dogs that run out and play all along those arcas. We are not about (o sec
anything happen to them. 1'm sure that with this new set of power lines thai 1 believe will end up about
25-30 feet from oul cabin there will be more requests to do the same. 1 DON'T THINK SO! That’s OUR
yard where we sit and relax, play witl our grandchildren and enjoy or friends and family’s company.
ALL of that will ceasc to exist with this plan of yours.

We're begging you to cither find 2 different route or just buy our properdy from us for an amount of
$300,000.00. That will cover what we owe on the property and also all the sulfering we’ve had to deal
with between Enbridge and the other huge power fucs that have gone through. We know you’ll find a
way around buying it from us, but just remember there is NO WAY we'll ever be able to scll {hat property
for what we owe on it thanks (o the poor cconomy and all the other corporations that have come in and
taken so much from us in the past, NO ONE WILL WANT it because of all the destraction and we’ll be
stuck with it. WE certainly DO NOT want to live under more power lines. Our retirement dreams have
been completely destroyed now.

Again, we wish that you’d reconsider your route and find another way.

Sincerely,

Jim and Diane Hahn
S944AN Ciy RA F
Stone Lake, Wl
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaelLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or
email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mait

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name: E:]‘QC,F]_L : , ”
Address: Pr:: BoX E}L::JMH [ lpe 0N (ﬁf/(}/ =
| Stone et wstL -
Representing SHE Tt o fw West s)deot Lovwesr

Wlly ke

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. Youmay also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

My comments regarding this project are:

A

W T e e Powar tig T

.:I.-'I- ._[ |-a .‘ II‘ P | I..-.
—Ht—st—sle—o e ks TorTe—
N

Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please retumn your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xceienergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaelLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
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My comments regarding this project are:

Why were we not contacted prior to this letter? The first we heard of this proposal was when the letter
arrived on July 15,2011, As we live and work out of the area seven days is not an acceptable notice for
the meeting date.

We purchased the property for the location and scenery it provided us. Looking at huge tower and
power lines out our front door is not an appealing sight. The idea that the towers and lines will be on
two sides of the property is doubly displeasing. No matter which direction we enter from we will have
to look at the lines and towers. We feel this will considerable decrease the value of the property, not a
good thing to have happen given our current economics these days.

We are very displeased with Excel Energy as this is he first we have heard anything about power lines
going in in the location mentioned in their letter of Juiy 11, 2011,

Feel free to contact us at this email address: garym3811@live.com.
Hard copy of this email is being sent by US postal service.

Gary L. Mathis
Mary E. Mathis

Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Pleage return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back} or
email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Foid on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or
email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.

Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake - Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or
emall them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
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Xcel Energy




July 17, 2011

Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401-1993

Attention: RaeLynn Asah, Permitting Analyst
Ms Asah and Xcel Energy,

This letter serves to represent our comments for the upcoming final opportunity” in
regards to the latest correspondence from Xcel, dated July 11, 2011 and implicating
Xcel's ‘latest” decision to run the ‘proposed’ system consisting of a new 161kV and an
‘upgrade’ to the ‘existing’ 69kV system along what was formerly known as “Alternate
Route A” (better known to locals as PANK ROAD). There’s just one landowner actually
living on the “detailed” map Xcel provided us, which shows only a small part of
“Alternate Route A” and fails to correctly detail the actual borders of our own land.

We completely object to this latest Xcel dectsion to tear up PANK ROAD which adjoins
our land and are amazed by the change, since after attending the first ‘public’ meeting we
were led to believe that Alternate Route A was Xcel's least preferred route, and that it
was the engineers and regulators requiring 3 routes and our west end ‘just happened’ to
be part of one and was only selected to placate those nasty regulators.

ISSUES AND QUESTIONS

ISSUE; If Alternate Route A/PANK ROAD is allowed our property will be surrounded
by transmission lines that were not here when we purchased in 1984 and will never
provide ‘us” or our neighbors with any power.

Question; what happened to the ‘Preferred Route (the direct route through LCO)? Why
was that plan shelved?

ISSUE; Xcel has named this project; STONE LAKE TO COUDERY 69KV
REBUILD/161KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT yet there is nothing to ‘rebuild’
anywhere on PANK ROAD. The parts of PANK ROAD shown on Xcel’s map is a
country, gravel road that has never had power and has fust one landowner actually living
in the area, who’s close enough to RAILROAD RD and PANK ROAD to hook up to
NORTH CENTRAL POWER CO if he so chose. Alternate A will pass by his front
door, yet as we understand the project will not provide any power to his residence.

We just assume that this latest decision is for the benefit of the Railroad, the Summit
Lake and Edgewater areas. If true, we say let them hook up in Stone Lake, using the
existing RR corridor, thereby saving us all a lot of time, trouble and expense. The
Railroad must’ve spent millions on their own upgrades between Stone Lake and behind
our home over the past few years. On this note, why not also use the “existing’



TRANSMISSION LINE corridor on the east side of Hwy F? We find this latest decision
to tear up and implement yet ‘another power line corridor” wanting/deserving more of an
explanation from Xcel Energy. It seems like more than a reasonable request.

Simply put we feel this proposal to use Alternate Route A/PANK ROAD for this project
is stupid, serving no ‘transparent’ purpose (other than the added expense of several extra
miles and the needless destruction of a quiet forest road), when real alternatives exist. It
is obvious that Xcel has dropped the ball with this latest ‘wrong-headed’ move. We feel
strongly that this project would cause un-necessary damage to the areas ecosystem,
would drain both industrial, natural and tax payer resources and would clearly devalue
property along the entire route, including our own.

We submit and contend that there’s no need to perform an ‘up-grade’ or rebuild’
anywhere along PANK ROAD as shown on the ‘detailed’ map provided by Xcel and for
the reasons already mentioned. (There are no power lines there to upgrade and only one
person lives along that stretch of PANK ROAD, who wouldn’t benefit anyway).

We submit and contend that the destruction to the areas flora and fauna and the further
devaluation of property (we all lost value twice recently when first a Transmission Line
east of Hwy F was rammed down our throats, soon followed by an OIL PIPE LINE,
neither providing any known energy to any folks around here) will be detrimental to
those calling this area home, both human and critter alike. If allowed to proceed we insist
that all affected and afflicted landowners receive ample and just compensation for the
“permanent loss” directly caused by Xcel Energy.

Is this the “third strike’ treatment???? If allowed, this ‘project’ will represent the third
time we will have suffered property value losses due to Big Energy in five years, with
absolutely no benefit to surrounding property owners.

Personally, Alternate Route A will downgrade the west end of our land as useless to all
but a few and will considerably devalue our home yet AGAIN (see third strike). Should
we expect compensation for this infringement? This time we think so and we have
renewed our efforts to school up for the next round in the process.

Therefore based on all of the above, there should be little doubt as to our position
AGAINST using Alternate Route A/PANK ROAD. Let the negotiations begin.

Sincerely
Thomas and Edbnna Manthe
15699W Pank Road

Stone Lake, WI 54876

Ce: the World
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Namez% /o v f)a 7 ﬁ) £r-‘('f( N ]E son, f?/.-" -'c:fraf*ﬁ b’ ) T&m&r

Address: J//> (Cdy &G New f?f'c.f:mw{ ulZ 59477
S0e3SN Oy Wy F Shone Lake 417" 54276

Representing /

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine, You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

Z‘?ﬂ I"&L’J .Z-ﬂk{’ \J
loawey H&_U}; Laf{e

My comments regarding this project are:

Lled Conemn sor (1 Lo Zdd Frrgh BF cidbog
tun Lhlilnen @ ?ﬁﬂmd’éfﬁfé&mﬂ o4 JZ49
(el l  LeAplp . "

e Aol DZipaaq. ol ¢ AL 2147 Lopat

r e

%’Farfrw lifin Ao 3P Jimz Zo7pd 2ot
LU ALolTH NG

1olituzl  Joud [Aome sz
A tho (LAt Saron

_(Mad z?fzf:-ﬂﬂ.f;y = (:fmz?’aiﬁ 220 jjzﬁ?’ jﬂ“Mi

—

Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




From: Mark & Barb [mailto:smokey530@frontiernet.net]
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 9:32 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Stone Lake/Couderay Upgrade Transmission Project

Dear RaeLynn Asah c/o Excel Energy,

We were unable to attend the meeting on Fri, July 22, 2011 at the Hayward Comfort
Suites regarding the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay transmission project upgrade.
Please send us a copy of the minutes taken from the meeting. We oppose the project
which would affect our property at 5838N Upper Holly Lake Rd.

Thank you.

Mark & Barb Logelin
6384 Lynwood Blvd.
Mound, MN 55364



From: Evert Schmidt

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Sent: Fri Jul 29 17:41:11 2011

Subject: Comments concerning your proposal for an Upgrade Transmission Project

COMMENT FORM

Reference: T: 39, R: 09, S: 29, QQ: SWSE

Sand Lake, WI

Xcel Energy letter of 11 July 2011: Re: Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV
and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer County, WI

My comments regarding this project are:

Thank you RaeLynn for your telephone call of Wednesday, 28 July 2011.

As I see it, you have only an alternate plan to route an electric transmission line my property,
using 69kV poles. If you could arrange a method by which property owners could tap into that
line, should a need arise, I would be in favor of that line being built. However, if no provision is
(or can be) made to provide for such a connection to the alternate line, should it be built, I am
definitely not in favor of that line or any other transmission line on my property.

Evert Schmidt
40 S. Lincoln Ave

Mundelein, IL 60060



Memo regarding property on 5484N Ham Holly Drive, Stone Lake, WI 54876

Randy and Rita Lindstedt
7467 Hidden Valley Ct. S
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
(651) 334-0313

We received the letter dated July 11, 2011 about the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission
Project. We cannot attend the meeting on the 22" because of a prior commitment so wanted to express
our concerns on the proposed route.

Currently when the existing transmission line was installed we lost 20’ of easement and a large portion
of trees were removed. These trees provided coverage between our lake home and the current lines.
The then current two pole structure was replaced with the single pole for the 345KV line. Our property
has lost value since this original 345KV line was installed. It appears proposed route will impact the
easement further towards our property; which | believe is 50’, losing more if not all the trees between
the easement and my property home. The property would not have adequate coverage as it did when
we originally purchased it to help shield the view of the power lines. We adamantly oppose this route.
As mentioned above, our property value has already been impacted from the first transmission line and
now will be greatly reduced further to the point it would be undesirable as a “up north” lake cabin,
making it very hard to sell and the likelihood of taking a large loss on the investment we have in this
property. We also want to be very clear that the initial easement we settled on was negotiated under
the fact after it was expanded; we still had adequate tree coverage to help minimize the impact of the
power lines on my property. With the proposed route, we would not be interested in a further
negotiated easement as we would have no desire to have a lake home in an environment surrounded by
additional power lines so close to our home. We have made many improvements and have plans to
build further improvements in the next year which will all impact the value our property has.

We are sure you will understand, taking more if not all the trees away between the lines and our home,
and building this line so close to our lake home, will impact our “up north view” and everything else
associated with this lake property. We ask you to not consider the preferred route and look at moving
the line to the alternate route B. We would like to walk the property with you so you can understand the
impact this project would have both from an environmental and financial viewpoint.

Please contact us to discuss,

Respectively,

Randy and Rita Lindstedt



From: Randy Lindstedt [mailto:randyl@marconet.com]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 3:48 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Ham Lake Property

Raelynn,
Attached is a letter in regards to our conversation today. | have sent a hard copy as well,
Thanks

Randy Lindstedt
Enterprise Account Manager

Mmarco

651.634.6103| 800.892.8548 | randyl@marconet.com
7003 lake street west, suite 100, st. louis park, mn 55426 | marconet.com

-
in

From: Randy Lindstedt [mailto:randyl@marconet.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 3:55 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: RE: Ham Lake Property

Here is a revised letter you can submit. Can you tell me when a decision would be made on the route?
Thank you,

Randy Lindstedt
Enterprise Account Manager

marco

651.634.6103| 800.892.8548 | randyl@marconet.com
7003 lake street west, suite 100, st. louis park, mn 55426 | marconet.com

n




Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Name: &5 W &S e
Address: -2 gr . a0 Gy oy S

Srpde Lake el 5SS 7
Representing ¢p= 4 o=

Please note your property location. {Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

7GR G S Y Ol NEN L SN 2 T
7239 Riwd s Q705SES <3 AAD L
SI&Y AL by Bl
My comments regarding this project are:
[laisfo  FAe @5 A v L8 Cp FFE LV feg
SCem s iper ey LG AR e
/ 50y o fo e .(/ At 2T wa lg/ V- o kB 2 Letfof

Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to Raelynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name: Q. -n  LecTen)
Aokess: 528°) i Coty R E
_<Hon e ST |
Representing B

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

7S¢ B 5¢ 5 aef QO NeEAW SHv0 ok

87 Ropg 2/A7 R0 SeESu)  Sane L aed

o 5357/ Lol L

My comments regarding this project are:
L Fhinrle dheAf Fo llociy— 2he
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Faslen and Mail

Xcel Energy
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Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Name: D‘o(i‘oﬁé‘g‘ K L J<q Vi CH
Address: ¢/, - TN ST Ky o

EXELANDN Wi 5 F s¢
Representing

Please note vour property focation. (Town, Range, sertion number are fing You mav algn

use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above),
Toww srF o LU DS AY ~ 16 D2E Y o&w NEAREST CWRoS(
7
STREETr - 4 [/U/\«/ 2y

My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to Rael.ynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xceienergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Name: §/ snten A QU la Do h

Address: (699 M Hu i\ DN o
WNene (riGe GoT £9R976

Representing

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

T139 €1679. S50 4Y

My comments regarding this project are:

Forlows  Yhe Eiq,._qk:g,-vé easemxat on Yhe el -
Side as ‘r‘u%h\llﬂﬁﬂ-té_ Ly the Map T hate

1 e Vuded |

Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or
email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy
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Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name:  PHILID  ZiipEriihnd
Address:
Representing

Please nnte vnur property incatinn. {Town, Ranna gertion numhar =ra fing. Voy mav alan
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

7 33, R0ys10 @ NWNE  COUDERAY (T

My comments regarding this project are:

T .
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to Raelynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasien and Mail

Xcel Energy




Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Name: 1) o, of bidaay Sorgp o7

Address: SO SHS S /'"_(D--/‘-' Gl %C‘S(,/ O lin i’ peip
1{77_§Z) é’ r(f)

Representing

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

ST / 7/ ((;“/ (4 S ey

My comments regarding this project are:

Since reviewing the map for the proposed transmission lines, we found the preferred
route is unacceptable! There are numerous scientific studies that were conducted on
health risk posed by transmission lines in relation to human habitation. Referencing a
couple of reports one by Colorado State University and the UK Health dept “Draper
Report” found a correlation to higher percentage to cancer or other related body iilness.
Transmission lines emit electromagnetic fields which exposes anything nearby to
electromagnetic radiation. Experts agree that a distance of 500 meters or 0.31 miles is
probably to close to any radiation source.

The proposed preferred line will run directly over our property which puts it in direct
contact to our house. Secondly from an environmental stand point there is already a

transmission line which runs above the pipe line easement opposite our property. Having
~ a sccond transmission line a distance away hanging over our property and in the general
" area will detract from picturesque natural look setting.

" If a transmission line needs to be instalied we vigorously insist that alternate plan be
 used. This would place it close to the existing one which would keep it contained 1o what
- would like a utility avenue instead of an electric generating plant spread about the area.

- Having expressed that fact, this would also place it further from our and others living area
- with respect to the aforementioned stated health concerns.

' We feel this is a crucial and significant event posed by Xcel energy on us, but

unfortunately because of prior commitments we were unable to reschedule we are not

able to attend this Friday, July 22, 2011 meeting. Please submit this letter as our voice
and concern to this matter with Xcel energy management and the CPCN.

<) or

Kath/y Smulski , g —
h g{\,—,zﬁ@g;u: S f(,,,é-'-‘f(’.(




€2 XcelEnergy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM

FROM:
Name: -j::'-f; L L’f{l o /‘;?_{‘TZ'E o, —
Addressic 41 £ Co f. Lioe OF.

pMilton (T 5 B55L3
Representing

Please nate your proparty location (Town Range saction number ara fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).
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My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM: TO\wTR EindanNUdL Lol
Name: R v/ iy JTOSEP
Address: Cr ol ;LE C}IN‘ U CaRLAE
Dy PommweEs 1L 620/t
Representing Towse . &oadanf O I AN

Please note vour nronerty Incation. (Town, Ranae, section number are fine  Yau may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).

T34, RV < 3¢ QG Neaw
Sant  LARKE Wy

My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaelLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake - Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Neme: RpHERT S. YAANCY 3. Aol STAD
Addess: Do ¢7 i B0 Vi AN R
STeVE AAKE W) S9S2¢

Representing

Please note your pronerty location, (ann Rannp saction nitmber are fina. You may alen
use the nearest cross.street in addition to your address above).
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My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Foid on Lines, Fasten and Mai

Xcel Energy




Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake ~ Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Name: Dol e77ey M lcod /C/Mzé,éh% o A€o 0/
Address: N/ 5204 ( 24104 RBd 7

STOME 4,4/62? (T SYE 76

Representing

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).
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My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or
email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Subst

COMMENT FORM A
FROM: ’

Name: George Hubert, Jr. (TRUST)
Address: PO Box 728

Hinckley, IL 60520

Representing  £Zee, 475"

Please note your property location. (Town, Range, section number are fine. Yo may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address above).
Township 38N, R7W, Sec. 18, Sawyer (o., WI near Couderay, WI

40 acres, SE 1/4, SE 1/4

My comments regarding this project are:
This project will apdversely affect the long-term value, aesthetics, and
management goals for my property. First, the proposed towers are unsightly
{mere than the existing twe-pole 60 foot wooden towers), and they will
extend well above the existing tree line. This properiy is managed for
nesting and migrating woodcock which is a species of concern_at the federal
level. Bald eagles and wild turkeys use the current right-of-way for
foraging and I have even found a turkey nest in the ROW. Construction
of the proposed towers will disturb nesting/foraging birds, and result in
additional obstacles to the daily and seasonal movements of nesting/
migrating woodcock. I believe this project will do nothing to enhance

the reliability and supply of electricity at the local level.

The existing right-of-way for line maintenance/construction is only

100 feet wide where it passes through my property. How does vour

company plan to avoid causing damage to the vegetation outside the
existing ROW when installing towers with an above ground height of 100
feet? Also how much soil will be excavated,/disturbed? What will be done
with the excess s0il1? To my knowledge, nothing in the existing ROW lease

Forfeits my control of the soil. What are your mitigation plans for the short- and
Tong-term disturbance that this project will cause to wildllife (especially

Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them fo raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

woodcock} as well as my ability to use and enjoy my land for various
outdonr recreatfional activities?

Xcel Energy




@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM: o ) N Y
Name: P 0 5 Mich m Mecrcang m}ﬁ%hg %ﬁ?ﬁﬁ&“
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Representing op | L

?iease ncte your property location. {Town, Rangs, section number are fine. You may also
use the ﬂearest Cross street in addition to your address above).
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail

Xcel Energy




From: Christopher Aurit [mailto:christopher.aurit@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2011 12:39 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Re: 5388 N Hungry Lake Lane, stone lake wi

I still have no clue where the easement will fall in realtion to the buildings and it is a 5 hour drive one way to go
look I probably won't be able to make it up there by your deadline.

No objections except:
You must leave the exiisting structures intact and usable.

As I believe the new easement is either getting close to the structures or will include the structures (see above) - 1
would ask that any easement allow the installation of a septic drainage field within the easement area at a future date
to be determined by me.

If you have to take down any trees - they need to be neatly stacked on the north side of the easement.
Chris

Christopher R Aurit
1730 Northpoint Street
Oshkosh WI 54901
920-233-9941



@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM

FROM:
Name: jfeersriala, P__Lf.\,w-uy.ﬂ- E‘.mks-.d —fﬂ:D/""? S
7. (%20t
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My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information S#+~® ¢$’

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or¢, o & MI <

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. ¢ T T AC rgire—
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Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name: Richard and JoAn goodman
Address: 1950 15th Ave,

Cameron, Wi. 54822
Representing

Please nnta uour r rranarhy lopatinn - (Town {Ranas section. number are fina: You mav also
7 use'the: nearest cross street in addition to your address above). i
5824V Upper Holly Lane

‘'My comments regarding this projectare: .
I guess our biggest question is Why ! Why can't vou put it
somewhere else ? Why do you want to_ruin Upper Holly 1 It
_would be bad enough—if-you put—in the—rimeontic other side
—of therocad (west).— But—te—ecut—downaltt—thetrees—is—an——
. ] Fal di | L TE : L ia o4 why can't
_you put it on the west side of lipper Holly Lane and use the-
road for access or repair, There would he ayminimum of trees—

_to cut down.I'm sure there is enough room for acecesgbetweeny
from the existing power line on the other side for access—

The other thing is, what will it _do - toﬁ)ur property . zalues?

You couldn't give us a qgood answar .at the meeting and ¥ guess
We won't get an answer now,

Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information’

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail
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NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake — Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:
Name: J6 Bac,kmu\r\
Address: 3031 Regen’ SF
N\a;&fsm-\gbd'f— T3NS
Representing H-t\\’z_v\\/\.o Neer LLC

Pln:-len nntn \.rnl ir nrgnnrhr igr:nhnn !Tn\un Pannn saction numhnr are. fing.: an_| mﬂ\.r nlr:n
~-use the nearest cross street in add;tson to yolr address above) -

T:39 Rag 514 @9 NivsE

My comments regarding this projectare:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return :'your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Enefgy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail
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From: tkelek@charter.net [mailto:tkelek@charter.net]
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 7:54 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Power Line

RaeLynn,

This letter is in regard to the Stone Lake to the Radisson/Couderay 69kV Rebuild and 161 kV
Upgrade Transmission Project in Sawyer County, Wisconsin.

My mother, Dolores Kelekovich, lives at 4127 N County Road C, which is on one of the
proposed routes for this project. I am calling your attention to my opposition to using this route
and impacting this property.

Since a transmission line already exists, the rebuild and upgrade should use the existing
path/right of way. This method would not only be cost effective, but it would be the path of least
impact. The people affected already have a power line through their property. The project
would impact these people and their property the least.

The constant power upgrades in Sawyer County must reflect the impact on the property owner.
Property devaluations cannot be shrugged off as just another NIMBY argument. The
Arrowhead-Weston project is a great example of this. It makes you wonder what is coming
next.

There are many reasons that people choose to live in the country. But one of them is not to pay
rising tax bills and listen to the hum of a transmission line.

Health risks, noise, safety issues, and property devaluation are all part of having a line like this
run through your piece of the countryside.
PLEASE use the existing route, which already has a power line, for this project.

Thank you for your consideration.
- Tony

Tony Kelekovich
5716 Ogden Av
Superior WI 54880
715-394-2062
tkelek(@charter.net




From: Lilypad Records [mailto:kerry@lilypadrecords.com]

Sent: Saturday, August 13, 2011 1:39 PM

To: Asah, Raelynn S

Subject: Stone Lake to Couderay Rebuild, Sawyer County Wisconsin

August 13, 2011

RaeLynn Asah
Permitting Analyst
Xcel Energy

re: Stone Lake to Couderay Rebuild, Sawyer County Wisconsin
RaeLynn,

The matter of the Stone Lake to Couderay 69kV Rebuild/161 kV Upgrade, in Sawyer County Wisconsin just came
to my attention. As you already should have been made aware, my mother, Dolores Kelekovich, received word of
this situation well after-the-fact, due to her unfortunate hip fracture and subsequent stay in the Hayward Nursing
Home from mid-April until late July 2011. Had her mail not been shut off or adequate information been made
available in the local press, we would have attended Xcel's informational meetings. But, her circumstances made
this impossible and we are now reacting to this news late in the process. That said, I would like to voice my strong
opposition to any and all transmission lines coming through our 40 acre parcel or near any road easements in front
of our property.

As I'm sure you are aware, the ATC Transmission line has already impacted our area, lowering property values,
exposing residents and wildlife to health concerns, and doing damage to a pristine forested area, with absolutely NO
benefit to local residents. To discover that your proposal has a pathway that not only comes directly through our
property but does so directly behind our house, is quite frankly shocking and revolting. How anyone drawing up this
pathway would even consider diverting the line directly through our property, behind our house, draws attention to
the fact that you see a single property owner as an easy target, when the Lac Court Oreilles Reservation (located
directly behind our property) would certainly refuse right-of-way to your power lines.

Please note that I, and my family, vehemently disagree with your proposal, the direction of the power-line pathway
and the suggestion that this is necessary and beneficial to local residents. Health concerns, property values and land
conservation would be negatively impacted and there is absolutely no way any of my family would agree to allow
this transmission line to come through ANY of our property, let alone be constructed directly behind our home.

If, for any reason, you would need to contact me via means other than email, I can be reached at (815) 728-7559.
While I can understand and appreciate the "concept” of upgrading infrastructure, your methods and manner of
informing local residents is largely inadequate, and the portion of this proposal which directly affects us is ill-
conceived, also posing a significant health risk, with added loss of property value being insult-to-injury. Do not
think that we would find any reason to grant this power-line access to our property, now or at any time in the future.
There is a lot of land in Sawyer County and I would suggest contacting the LCO Tribal council if you need land
access in our area.

Thank you for your consideration in this urgent manner.
On behalf of Dolores Kelekovich (mother), land owner of 4127N County Road C in Sawyer County, Wisconsin.
Kerry Kelekovich (Joint tenant/son)

8012 Oakworth Drive
Wonder Lake, Illinois 60097



Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

Proposed Stone Lake - Couderay Transmission & Substation Project

COMMENT FORM
FROM:

Name: 3¢ ,i/a whh

Address: ¢y Cp RY H#He

Aﬁ_ﬂé__Lﬁ-ksJ; Hinan S5 53 T
Represent /

Please note your property location. {Town, Range, section number are fine. You may also
use the nearest cross street in addition to your address ahave).

My comments regarding this project are:
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Please attach other sheets for more comments or additional information

Please return your comments to RaeLynn Asah, Xcel Energy, (see address on back) or

email them to raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.
Fold on Lines, Fasten and Mail
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