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APPENDIX F

Agency and Public Correspondence

� F-1 Agency Correspondence 
o Agency Letters 
o Agency Responses 
o BIA NEPA Questionnaire 

� F-2 Public Correspondence 
o Letters to Landowners 
o Comments from Landowners 
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June 14, 2010 

Ms. Tamara Cameron 
Branch Chief 
St. Paul District, US Army Corps of Engineers 
180 Fifth St E, Suite #700 
St. Paul, MN 55101-1638 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Cameron; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

�
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 



 

Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Project 
June 14, 2010  Page 2 

Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Kurt Waterstradt 
State Coordinator 
Wisconsin Private Lands Office 
US Fish & Wildlife 
4511 Helgesen Dr. 
Madison, WI 53718-6747 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Waterstradt; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Ms. Louise Clemency 
Field Supervisor 
Green Bay Ecological Services Office 
US Fish & Wildlife 
2661 Scott Tower Dr. 
New Franken, WI 54229 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Clemency; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Ms. Jeanne Higgins 
Forest Supervisor 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest 
US Forest Service 
1170 4th Ave S 
Park Falls, WI 54552 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Higgins; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Ellsworth Brown 
Director 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
816 State Street 
Madison, WI 53706-1482 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Brown; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 



 

Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Project 
June 14, 2010  Page 2 

Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your 
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal 
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and 
your response to it. 

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sherman Banker, Compliance Archaeologist, State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
John Broihahn, State Archaeologist, State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
 

Sincerely,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynnnn nnn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Bob Fasick 
Highway Operations Engineer 
WisDOT Bureau of Highway Operations 
Hill Farms State Office Bldg 
4802 Sheboygan Ave 
Madison, WI 53707-7999 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Fasick; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Gary Dikkers 
Bureau of Aeronautics 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4802 Sheboygan Ave #701 
Madison, WI 53707 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Dikkers; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Don Gutkowski 
Director 
Northwest Region Office 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
718 W. Clairemont Ave 
Eau Claire, WI 54701-5108 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Gutkowski; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst



 

414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Peter Nauth 
AIS Program, Land  Resources bureau 
Wisconsin Dept of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 
2811 Agricultural Dr. 
PO Box 8911 
Madison, WI 53708-8911 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Nauth; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst



 

414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Dave Siebert, Director 
Office of Energy 
Wisconsin DNR 
101 S Webster St 
PO Box 7921 
Madison, WI 53707-7921 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Siebert; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst



 

414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
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June 14, 2010 

Ms. Deena Mortenson 
ROW Specialist 
Bureau of Indian Affairs - Great Lakes Agency 
916 West Lake Shore Dr. 
Ashland, WI 54806-1357 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Mortenson; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your 
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal 
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and 
your response to it. 

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerely,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynnnn nnn Asah
Permitting Analyst



 

414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Terrence Virden 
Regional Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs - Midwest Regional Office 
One Federal Drive 
Room 550 
Ft. Snelling, MN 55111-4007 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Virden; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your 
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal 
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and 
your response to it. 

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerely,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynnnn nnn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

 Louis Taylor, Chair 
Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Governing Board 
Lac Courtes Oreilles Tribe 
13394 West Trepenia Rd 
Hayward, WI 54843 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear  Taylor; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

At this time we are unsure of the nature of any federal preservation requirements, such as compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. We anticipate coordinating with your 
office ahead of any Section 106 consultation in order to obtain existing cultural resources data. If a federal 
agency does initiate Section 106 consultation with your office, we would advise them of this notification and 
your response to it. 

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR  

Jerry Smith, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer;  
Brian Bissonnette, Secretary and Treasurer;  
Nita Kemp-Ridell 

Sincerely,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynnnn nnn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Gary Gedart 
Highway Commissioner 
Sawyer County Highway Dept. 
14688 W County Rd B 
Hayward, WI 54843 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Gedart; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 14, 2010 

Mr. Dale Olson 
Zoning Administrator 
Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation Dept. 
10610 Main Street 
PO Box 676 
Hayward, WI 54843 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Olson; 

Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) 
Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed project would upgrade the 
existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while 
maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s 
transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes are 
located are shown in the table below. Please note that the route corridors shown on the map are general 
locations; final route alignment alternatives have not been finalized. 

Sections in Project Area – Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Sand Lake 39 9 5, 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 

36
Couderay 39 8 19, 29 - 32 

Edgewater 38 9 1 – 3, 11 – 14, 23, 24 

Meteor 38 8 3 – 6, 9 – 13, 15 - 22 

Radisson 38 7 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone Lake 
Substation in Sand Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed to be located 
near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The majority of the proposed 
routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with only a few short segments that 
would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel 
Energy is proposing to build the 161 kV line on separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing 
upgrades to the existing Stone Lake substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 
20 or 21 of Radisson Township. 



 

Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Project 
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Xcel Energy is working with HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) to prepare the CPCN application. Joyce Pickle 
((763) 591-5443, Joyce.Pickle@hdrinc.com) is the HDR project manager; HDR may contact you for 
information during this application process. During the development of the application, potential impacts to 
environmental resources will be evaluated including (but not limited to) wetlands, unique habitats, threatened 
or endangered species, floodplains, land uses and the built environment, socioeconomic resources, parks and 
recreational facilities, cultural resources, and farmland.  

We are contacting you to provide early notification of the proposed Project and to solicit any comments your 
agency may have regarding the Project. We will be meeting with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the coming month to review the Project and 
identify preliminary concerns. The formal PSC review process will begin following the submittal of the 
CPCN application, currently anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 2010 or first quarter 2011. The review 
process is approximately six months long and includes several opportunities for formal public and agency 
comment at information meetings, open houses, and hearings.  

I am looking forward to your response and to coordinating with your agency as the Project develops. If you 
have any questions, would like to discuss the Project in greater detail, or would like to meet with Project staff 
please contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 
 

Sincerelly,yyyy

RaeLynynynnynynynnnn nn Asah
Permitting Analyst
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June 29, 2010 

 
Mr. Dale Olson 
Zoning Administrator 
Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation Dept.  
10610 Main Street 
PO Box 676 
Hayward, WI 54843 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Olson; 

As you are aware, Xcel Energy (Xcel Energy or Company) is beginning the process of preparing a 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application for the proposed Stone Lake 
to Couderay 161 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. 
The proposed project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing 
Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV line. This 
Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel 
Energy requests your continued participation and comment on this Project.  

The general Project location is shown on the attached map; the sections where the proposed routes 
are located are shown in the table below. Please note that the table included in the original June 14, 
2010, letter that was sent to your office used the congressional township boundaries, not the civil 
ones used by Sawyer County shown below. As the previous letter indicated, the route corridors 
shown on the map are general locations; route alignment alternatives have not been finalized.   

Sections�in�Project�Area�–�Sawyer�County,�Wisconsin�

Town Name Township 
Number 

Range
Number Sections 

Bass Lake 
39 9 

5
Sand Lake 8, 9, 15 – 17, 22 – 24, 26, 27, 34 - 36 
Sand Lake 

39 8 
19, 30, 31 

Couderay 29, 32
Sand Lake 

38 9 
1 – 3, 11 – 14, 

Edgewater 23, 24
Couderay 38 8 3 -13, 15 - 22 
Couderay

38 7 
18

Radisson 17, 20, 21 



Mr.�Dale�Olson�
Sawyer�County�Zoning�&�Conservation�Dept.� � �

Stone�Lake�to�Couderay�161�kV�Transmission�Project�
June�29,�2010� � Page�2�

As the map indicates, Xcel Energy is currently considering several route options between the Stone 
Lake Substation in Bass Lake Township (T39, R9) and the proposed Couderay Substation (proposed 
to be located near the existing Couderay Switching Station in Radisson Township (T38, R7). The 
majority of the proposed routes follow existing corridors (pipeline, transmission line, or roads) with 
only a few short segments that would be along new, cross-country routes. If the route following the 
existing 69 kV line is selected, Xcel Energy is currently proposing to build the 161 kV line on 
separate, parallel structures. The Company is proposing upgrades to the existing Stone Lake 
substation and proposing a new 161 kV Couderay Substation in Section 20 or 21 of Radisson 
Township.  

I look forward to continuing to coordinate with you as the Project develops and would like to meet 
with you to discuss any further thoughts or concerns you may have. In the interim, please feel free 
to contact me at (612) 220-1165 or at raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com with any questions or concerns.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
Cc:  Joyce Pickle, HDR 
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414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Justin Hall 
Bass Lake Township 
9327N Ski Hill Rd 
Hayward, WI 54846 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Hall, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Sininnnnnncecccec rrereeerelyll ,

RaeLLLyynyy n Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Dawn Henk 
Bass Lake Township 
14412 W County Hwy K 
Hayward, WI 54843 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Henk, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincncncnccncn ererrrereleleeelely,

RaeLLLyyynn Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

James Bassett 
Couderay Township 
12353 W Chafer Rd 
Couderay, WI 54828 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 

Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Bassett, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincnccncnnc rrerereleleele y,

RaeLLLyynyy n Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Charlie Warner 
Couderay Township 
13224 W Ortwig Ln 
Exeland, WI 54835 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 

Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Warner, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincnccncnnc rrerereleleele y,

RaeLyLyLynn Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Bill Zimmer 
Edgewater Township 
16668 W Oriole Ln 
Birchwood, WI 54817 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Zimmer, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincnccncnnc rrerereleleele y,

RaeLLLyynyy n Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Natalie Clemens 
Edgewater Township 
PO Box 338 
Birchwood, WI 54817 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Clemens, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincnccncnnc rrerereleleele y,

RaeLLLyynyy n Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Phil Quade 
Radisson Township 
3371N State Rd 40 
Radisson, WI 54867 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Quade, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review.

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincncncnccncn ererrrereleleeelely,

RaeLLLyyynn Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Janis Jensen 
Radisson Township 
PO Box 54 
Radisson, WI 54867 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Jensen, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincncncnccncn ererrrereleleeelely,

RaeLLLyyynn Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Robert Langham 
Sand Lake Township 
15209 W Langham Ln 
Stone Lake, WI 54876 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Langham, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincnccncnnc rrerereleleele y,

RaeLLLyynyy n Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Elaine Nyberg 
Sand Lake Township 
PO Box 6 
Stone Lake, WI 54876 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Ms. Nyberg, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincnccncnnc rrerereleleele y,

RaeLLLyynyy n Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Gary Gedart 
Sawyer County Highway Dept. 
14688 W County Rd B 
Hayward, WI 54843 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Gedart, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincnccncnnc rrerereleleele y,

RaeLLLyynyy n Asah
P i i A l



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

December 17, 2010 

Dale Olson 
Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation Dept. 
10610 Main Street,  
PO Box 676 
Hayward, WI 54843 

RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Mr. Olson, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need (CPCN) for 
the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade 
Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade 
the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations to 
161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve the growing need in the 
area and support the area’s transmission system. Xcel Energy requests your participation and 
comment on this Project. The attached map shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy would like to meet with you and other area local government officials to discuss this 
project prior to hosting the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public. 
We will provide an overview of the state and federal regulatory processes and discuss local 
permitting requirements for construction as well as answer questions that you may have about the 
Project. Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  At this time, we would like to propose 
meeting at the Veterans Community Center, 10534 S Main St., Hayward, WI, on Thursday, 
January 6th

Please let me know as soon as possible which of these will work for your schedule.  If you are 
unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I would be 
happy to meet with you at a time and place more convenient for you, or you can simply attend the 
Open Houses which will be held in February 2011.  I can be reached at 612-330-6512 or 

, 2011 at 1:30 PM and 7:30 PM. 

raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com. Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely 
information, address questions and concerns, and cooperate with the various permitting authorities 
throughout the transmission line siting and construction process.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Siiiincncncncccn ererererereleleele y,

RaeLLLyyny n Asah
P i i A l
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414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

January 14, 2011 

Government Official 
Title 
Address 
Address 

RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Government Official, 

As you may be aware, Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience 
and need application (CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) 
rebuild and 161 kV upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The 
proposed Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone 
Lake and Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. 
This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The 
attached Project Area map (Attachment 1) shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy sent notices to landowners in the potentially affected areas; please see the Notice Area 
Map and letter to residents (Attachments 2 and 3).   We are hosting our first round of Open Houses 
in the Project Area for the general public the first week of February. The purpose of these meetings 
is to provide information about the proposed project, answer questions, and collect suggestions and 
comments. All meetings will provide the same information in open house format; Xcel Energy staff 
will be available at all meetings for questions and comments. In addition, Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal 
Governing Board Leadership will attend the Open House on February 2, 2011 to answer LCO 
specific questions.  
 
The schedule of open houses is below; there will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening 
meeting each day to accommodate varying schedules: 
 

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 

Veteran’s Community Center 
10534 S Main St 

Hayward, WI 54843 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 

LCO Casino 
13767 West County Road B 

Hayward, WI 54843 

Thursday, February 3, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 

Radisson Community Center 
3795 N Clark 

Radisson WI, 54867 



 
 

As we move forward with the project, some of your constituents may have questions or concerns.  I 
can be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com to help you address anything that 
may come up.   Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. Please feel free to contact me as we move 
through the permitting process. 

The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting and working with you.  

Sincerely, 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosures: 
Attachment 1:  Project Area Map 
Attachment 2:  Notice Area Map 
Attachment 3:  Letter to Project Area Residents 
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414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

 
January 14, 2011 

Landowner Name 
Address 
Address 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Resident, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need application 
(CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV 
upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin, see attached map. The proposed 
Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and 
Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project 
will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached map 
shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy will host the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public at the 
beginning of February. The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed 
project, answer your questions, and collect your suggestions and comments. All meetings will provide 
the same information in open house format; Xcel Energy staff will be available at all meetings. In 
addition, Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Tribal Governing Board Leadership will be available at the LCO 
Casino Open House to answer LCO specific questions. The schedule of open houses is below; there 
will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening meeting each day to accommodate busy schedules: 

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 

Veteran’s Community Center 
10534 S Main St 

Hayward, WI 54843 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 

LCO Casino 
13767 West County Road B 

Hayward, WI 54843 

 
Thursday, February 3, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 

Radisson Community Center 
3795 N Clark 

Radisson WI, 54867 
 

Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in proximity to our 
potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely information, address questions 
and concerns, and collaborate with the public and permitting authorities throughout the transmission 
line siting and construction process. Please feel free to contact me as we move through the permitting 
process. 

If you are unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I can 
be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com, or you can contact Dawn Schultz in our 
Eau Claire office at 715-737-2486.   The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting you.  

Sincerely, 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 

Attachment 3



 

April 22, 2011 

Government Official 
Title 
Address 
Address 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer 
 County, WI 

Dear Government Official, 

As you are aware, Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and 
need application (CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 
kV upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project 
would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and Couderay 
substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project will serve 
the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached Project Area 
map (Attachment 1) shows the three route alternatives currently under review by Xcel Energy. 

Xcel Energy sent notices to landowners in the potentially affected areas of the three route options; 
please see the Notice Area Map and letter to residents (Attachments 2 and 3).   We are hosting our 
second round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public the second week of May. 
The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed project, answer 
questions, and collect suggestions and comments. All meetings will provide the same information in 
open house format; Xcel Energy staff will be available at all meetings for questions and comments. 
You and your constituents are welcome to attend at any time during one or more of the sessions 
listed, no formal presentation will be made. 
 
The schedule of open houses is below; there will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening 
meeting on the 11th and 12 th as well as a Saturday meeting to accommodate varying schedules: 
 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 

Veteran’s Community Center 

10534 S Main St 

Hayward, WI 54843 

Thursday, May 12, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 

Radisson Community Center 

3795 N Clark 

Radisson WI, 54867 

Saturday, May 14, 2011 
10:30AM – 2:00PM 

Flat Creek Eatery  

10290 N Hwy 27S 

Hayward WI, 54843 
 



 
 

As we move forward with the project, some of your constituents may have questions or concerns.  I 
can be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com to help you address anything that 
may come up.   Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. Please feel free to contact me as we move 
through the permitting process. 

The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting and working with you.  

Sincerely, 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosures: 
Attachment 1:  Route Alternative Map 
Attachment 2:  Notice Area Map 
Attachment 3:  Letter to Project Area Residents 
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April 22, 2011 

Landowner Name 
Address
Address

RE:  Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Resident, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need application (CPCN) for the 
proposed Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in 
Sawyer County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between 
the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV 
link. This Project will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached 
map shows the three route alternatives currently under review by Xcel Energy. 

Xcel Energy will host the second round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public the second 
week of May. The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed project in an informal 
setting, answer your questions, and collect your suggestions and comments. All meetings listed below will 
provide the same information in open house format:  

Wednesday, May 11, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 
Veteran’s Community Center 

10534 S Main St 
Hayward, WI 54843 

Thursday, May 12, 2011
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 
Radisson Community Center 

3795 N Clark 
Radisson WI, 54867 

Saturday, May 14, 2011
10:30AM – 2:00PM 
Flat Creek Eatery  
10290 N Hwy 27S 

Hayward WI, 54843

There will be no formal presentation at these open house meetings; Xcel Energy staff will be available to answer 
questions and informational handouts will be provided.  Please feel free to show up at any time during any of the 
above meeting times. 

Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in proximity to our potential route 
alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely information, address questions and concerns, and collaborate with the 
public and permitting authorities throughout the transmission line siting and construction process. Please feel free 
to contact me as we move through the permitting process. 

These Open Houses are one of several opportunities for you to share your comments throughout the permitting 
process.  Upon submittal of the CPCN application to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin you will have 
additional opportunities to share any comments or concerns with the Commission and with Xcel Energy. If you 
are unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I can be reached at 612-
330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com, or you can contact Dawn Schultz in our Eau Claire office at 715-737-
2486.   The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting you. 

Sincerely, 

RaeLynn Asah, Permitting Analyst 
Enclosure: Attachment 1:  Route Alternative Map

Attachment 3



Agency Responses





WisDOT/Aeronautics � 4802 Sheboygan Avenue — Room 701 � Madison WI 53705 

Division of Transportation 

Investment Management 
Bureau of Aeronautics 
PO Box 7914 
MADISON WI 53707-7914 

Jim Doyle, Governor 

Frank J. Busalacchi, Secretary
Internet: dot.wisconsin.gov 

Telephone:  608-267-5018 
FAX:  608-267-6748 

E-mail: gary.dikkers@dot.state.wi.us 

21 JUNE 2010 

RAELYNN ASAH
XCEL ENERGY 
414 NICOLLET MALL 
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55401 

Subject:       Stone Lake to Couderay 161 kV Transmission Line, Sawyer Co, WI 
Reference:   Your Letter, Same Subject, 14-Jun-10 

Dear Ms Asah, 

 We have completed a review of the proposed routes for the upgraded 161 kV transmission 
line between Stone Lake and Couderay in Sawyer County.  The nearest public use airports 
would be: 

��Sawyer County Airport (HYR), Hayward, WI ~ 9.2 miles 
��Nest of Eagles Airport (1H9), Spooner, WI ~ 13.8 miles 
��Rusk County (RCX) Airport, Ladysmith, WI ~ 22.5 miles 

 The upgraded powerline would have no aeronautical effect on those airports, and we 
have no objection. New poles in the powerline would also not require a WisDOT tall 
structures permit in accordance with state statute 114.135, Airport protection. 

NOTIFICATION TO THE FAA

 In the unlikely event you plan any of the new transmission poles to be taller than 200 ft 
above ground level (AGL), you would need to notify the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) in advance to comply with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 14, Part 77.13 
using their Obstruction Evaluation/Airport Airspace Analysis (OE/AAA) website: 

https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/portal.jsp



 
 

As we move forward with the project, some of your constituents may have questions or concerns.  I 
can be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com to help you address anything that 
may come up.   Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in 
proximity to our potential route and segment alternatives. Please feel free to contact me as we move 
through the permitting process. 

The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting and working with you.  

Sincerely, 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
 
Enclosures: 
Attachment 1:  Route Alternative Map 
Attachment 2:  Notice Area Map 
Attachment 3:  Letter to Project Area Residents 



RaeLynn Asah 
Page Two 
21-Jun-10

Sincerely,

Gary L. Dikkers       
r Airspace Manager 
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Tuesday, August 23, 2011 
 
 
 
Fred Vande Venter  
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Great Lakes Agency 
916 Lakeshore Drive West 
Ashland, WI 54806 
 
RE:  Xcel Energy Proposed Stone Lake – Couderay 69/161 kilovolt High Voltage Transmission 
Line (HVTL) Upgrade Project through the Lac Courte Oreilles Reservation 
 
Dear Fred, 
 
Northern States Power Company, a Wisconsin corporation (Xcel Energy) is proposing to upgrade 
the existing 69 kilovolt (kV) HVTL through the Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Reservation to a 69/161 
kV HVTL (Project).  The upgraded line would be entirely within the existing 100 foot rights-of-way 
(ROW).  Enclosed is Xcel Energy’s NEPA Environmental Assessment Questionnaire 
(Questionnaire) for the Project.  Xcel Energy has been working cooperatively with the LCO on the 
Project.  On December 2, 2010, the LCO and Xcel Energy entered into an agreement to maintain or 
upgrade the current HVTL and associated ROW for fifty years.   
 
Copies of the enclosed Questionnaire were provided to Jerry Smith, LCO Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer (THPO), and Nita Kemp-Riedell, LCO Realty Officer, on August 3, 2011 for 
review and comment.  Ms. Kemp-Riedell confirmed that the environmental review was complete 
from her perspective and that nothing conflicted with the LCO land use plan.  No comments were 
received from Mr. Smith.  Before completing the Questionnaire, however, Xcel Energy Project staff 
accompanied Mr. Smith on May 6, 2011 for a field review of the proposed Project’s ROW within 
the LCO Reservation.  The team walked over areas identified by Mr. Smith as having the potential 
to contain archaeological or cultural resources.  No cultural resources were identified during this 
field review.  Mr. Smith agreed to continue to work with Xcel Energy throughout the line 
construction, and indicated that he will assign cultural resources monitors to be in attendance during 
excavation for structure foundation installation.   
 
I am happy to talk through any concerns or questions you may have as you review the Questionnaire 
and associated appendices.  Feel free to contact me at 612-330-6512, raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com 
or Tim Rogers at 612-330-1955, timothy.g.rogers@xcelenergy.com with anything that may come up 
during your review.   
 
Thank you, 

 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
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2$�<��On May 6, 2011, Xcel Energy staff accompanied Jerry Smith, the Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) for the LCO Tribe, on a field review of the ROW within the LCO 
Reservation.  The team walked over areas identified by Mr. Smith as having the potential to contain 
archaeological or cultural resources.  No cultural resources were identified during this field review. 
 
Xcel Energy will work with the LCO THPO to develop a plan should previously unknown archaeological 
resources or human remains be inadvertently encountered during construction; any inadvertent 
discoveries will yield a stop of work and immediate contact with Mr. Smith. This plan will outline the 
framework for handling such discoveries in an efficient and legally compliant manner. Crews will be 
trained for identification of possible resources in advance of construction.  The LCO THPO will 
continue to work with Xcel Energy throughout the line construction, and cultural resources monitors will 
be in attendance during structure foundation augering. If human remains are discovered during 
construction, work would cease on the site and appropriate authorities would be contacted in accordance 
with local and state law. 
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Wildlife Service (USFWS), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), etc):  

As part of this Project, Xcel Energy continues to be engaged in on-going consultations with the LCO 
Governing Board, LCO THPO, SHPO, USFWS, USACE and Wisconsin DNR, along with numerous 
other state and federal agencies responsible for the oversight and environmental permitting on state 
and federal lands.

2. Coordination (National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), Clean Water Act (CWA), Clean Air Act (CAA), etc.):  

G. Attachments I (Quadrangle maps, survey maps, site plans, project drawings, floodplain maps, 
wetland maps, soils maps, pictures, aerial photos, etc):  

The following figures detail environmental features analyzed as part of this EA worksheet of the 
existing utility corridor and proposed project location on the LCO Reservation: 

 Figure 1: Project Location 
 Figure 2: 161 kV/69 kV Typical Structure Configuration 
 Figure 3: Proposed Action 
 Figure 4: 161 kV Typical Structure Configuration 
 Figure 5: Preferred Alternative 
 Figure 6: No Action Alternative 
 Figure 7: Soils 
 Figure 8: Surface Water 
 Figure 9: Land Cover 

Figure 10: Special Status Species 
Figure 11: Existing and Proposed View within LCO Reservation

H. Attachments II (Consultation letters, relevant studies, reports, legal descriptions, tax statements, 
etc):

 Appendix A:  2009 Breeding Bird Survey Species 
 Appendix B:  Appraisal Summary Report  

Appendix C:  Need Study – To Follow 09/09/2011 (will be filed with Northern States Power – 
Wisconsin Application to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin for a 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity) 
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Figure 10 Redacted – Confidential Threatened and Endangered Species Location Information 







             
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A  

2009 Breeding Bird Survey Species  





Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Couderay Route

Couderay - 2009 Breeding Bird Survey Species

Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Green Heron
Wood Duck
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Common Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Cooper's Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel
Ring-necked Pheasant
Ruffed Grouse
Northern Bobwhite
Sora
Sandhill Crane
Killdeer
Common Snipe
Herring Gull
Black Tern
Rock Dove
Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Chimney Swift
Ruby-thr. Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Sapsucker (3 species)
Yellow-bell. Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Alder Flycatcher



Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Couderay Route

Willow/Alder Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Grt. Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Yellow-throated Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Horned Lark
Purple Martin
Tree Swallow
N. Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
House Wren
Winter Wren
Sedge Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird
Veery
Hermit Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
Brown Thrasher
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Cape May Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler



Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Couderay Route

Black-th. Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Pine Warbler
Palm Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Ovenbird
Northern Waterthrush
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Canada Warbler
Scarlet Tanager
Eastern Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Henslow's Sparrow
Le Conte's Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Dickcissel
Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-head. Blackbird
Brewer's Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
Purple Finch
House Finch
Red Crossbill
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow



Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Weirgor Springs Route 

Weirgor Springs - 2009 Breeding Bird Survey Species

American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Turkey Vulture
Canada Goose
Mallard
Broad-winged Hawk
Ruffed Grouse
Wild Turkey
Sandhill Crane
Killdeer
Common Snipe
Rock Dove
Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Eastern Screech-Owl
Barred Owl
Ruby-thr. Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Sapsucker (3 species)
Yellow-bell. Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Alder Flycatcher
Willow/Alder Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Grt. Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Yellow-throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue Jay
American Crow
Tree Swallow
Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Winter Wren
Troglodytes troglodytes 
Sedge Wren
Cistothorus platensis 
Marsh Wren
Cistothorus palustris 
Eastern Bluebird
Sialia sialis 
Veery



Appendix A - Breeding Bird Survey Species, Weirgor Springs Route 

Catharus fuscescens 
Hermit Thrush
Catharus guttatus 
Wood Thrush
Hylocichla mustelina 
American Robin
Turdus migratorius 
Gray Catbird
Dumetella carolinensis 
European Starling
Sturnus vulgaris 
Cedar Waxwing
Bombycilla cedrorum 
Golden-winged Warbler
Vermivora chrysoptera 
Nashville Warbler
Vermivora ruficapilla 
Yellow Warbler
Dendroica petechia 
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Dendroica pensylvanica 
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Dendroica coronata 
Black-th. Green Warbler
Dendroica virens 
Pine Warbler
Dendroica pinus 
Black-and-white Warbler
Mniotilta varia 
American Redstart
Setophaga ruticilla 
Ovenbird
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Scarlet Tanager
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Baltimore Oriole
Purple Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
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Appraisal Summary Report 









_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Steigerwaldt Land Services, Inc.                                     -1-                                                      Tomahawk, Wisconsin 

Summary of Results 

Fair compensation for transmission line easements by parcel: 

Parcel #1-Allotment #431 R72  $2,900.00 
Parcel #2-Allotment #431 R75  $2,150.00 
Parcel #3-Allotment #431 R75A  $   200.00 
Parcel #4-Allotment #431 R71  $   650.00 
Parcel #5-Allotment #431 6F68  $5,750.00 
Parcel #6-Allotment #431 6B148  $   950.00 
Parcel #7-Allotment #431 Q5   $2,250.00 
Parcel #8-Allotment #431 TTR147  $1,550.00 
Parcel #9-Allotment #431 TT6B104  $3,450.00 
Parcel #10-Allotment #431 TT98  $1,350.00 
Parcel #11-Allotment #431 TT6H99  $   800.00 
Parcel #12-Allotment #431 TT613  $2,100.00 
Parcel #13-Allotment #431 TT2030  $     50.00 

This report will further summarize the factual data and the overall Stone Lake to 

Couderay Radisson  transmission line appraisal project.  The introductory portion of the report 

covers basic information regarding the purpose, scope, value appraised, estate appraised and area 

data.  This is followed by a summary of pertinent details for each parcel that has been appraised.  

This information has been provided in the individual appraisal of each parcel.  Three methods of 

developing the transmission line easement values have been utilized in each report.  An aerial 

photograph showing the parcels is attached as Exhibit #1 in this report. 

Introduction 

Purpose and Intended Use 

The purpose of this appraisal is to estimate the cash market value, in both the 

“before” condition and the “after” condition, of property land that will be affected by utility 

easements, in Sawyer County, Wisconsin.  The difference in market value between the “before” 

condition and the “after” condition is the impact on value attributable to the proposed utility 
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easement and the basis for the amount of just compensation due the landowner.  This is being 

done in accordance with the provisions of Section 32.09 of Wisconsin Statutes, which state that 

just compensation shall be based on the property’s most advantageous use, but only such use as 

actually affects the present market value. 

The intended users of this report are Xcel Energy and their authorized 

representatives, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Great Lakes realty personnel, Lac Courte Oreilles 

realty personnel, and authorized representatives of The Office of Special Trustee for American 

Indians, Office of Appraisal Services, and the property owners of Parcels 1 through 13.

Scope of Work 

Notes were compiled on the location, vegetative cover, land quality, soils, access, 

topography, water features, and overall character of the subject property.  Comparable sales that 

occurred on various dates within a two-year period prior to the effective date of this appraisal 

were identified, investigated, and inspected.  Facts concerning comparable sales and other 

pertinent information relating to the subject were confirmed from courthouse records and 

contacts with assessors and local tax officials.

The appraisals are conducted under the extraordinary assumption that legal woods 

road easement access by vehicle to the subject would be granted through surrounding Lac Courte 

Oreilles Tribal land or land held in trust for the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe by the United States of 

America.  Without this extraordinary assumption, overall property value of the subject would be 

lower, as the market shows lower property values for landlocked parcels with no legal access.  

The appraisals involved the development of a real estate appraisal provided in a 

summary report according to both the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions 

(UASFLA) and Standards Rules 1 and 2 of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Steigerwaldt Land Services, Inc.                                     -3-                                                      Tomahawk, Wisconsin 

Practice (USPAP 2010-2011 Edition – effective January 1, 2010).  If any of the provisions of 

USPAP conflict with those of UASFLA, then the standards of UASFLA take precedence under 

the Jurisdictional Exception of USPAP. 

Effective Date of Appraisal 

The effective date of “evaluation” according to Section 32.06 (7) of Wisconsin 

Statutes, for the construction of a facility as defined under Section 196.491 (1), is two years prior 

to the date on which the Certificate of Public Conveyance and Necessity (CPCN) is issued for the 

facility.  In the case of this project, the CPCN has not yet been approved.  Therefore, we are 

valuing the subject property as of the last dates of inspection, which were January 14, 2011, or 

February 22, 2011. 

Date of Report

The reports were completed between the dates of January 21, 2011, and February 

23, 2011, which indicates that the perspective of the appraiser is current.

Definition of Market Value 

Market value is the amount in cash, or on terms reasonably equivalent to cash, for 

which in all probability the property would have sold on the effective date of the appraisal, after 

a reasonable exposure time on the open competitive market, from a willing and reasonably 

knowledgeable seller to a willing and reasonably knowledgeable buyer, with neither acting under 

any compulsion to buy or sell, giving due consideration to all available economic uses of the 

property at the time of the appraisal (UASFLA, 2000). 

The reader should note that this definition of market value, required by the 
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Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions (UASFLA, 2000), is not “linked” to 

a specific “exposure time” estimate as required by the Uniform Standards of Professional 

Appraisal Practice (USPAP, SR 1-2c).  “Such estimates are inappropriate for, and must not be 

included in, appraisal reports prepared for federal land acquisitions under these standards” 

(Section A-9, UASFLA, 2000).  This appraisal, therefore, invokes the Jurisdictional Exception 

Rule and does not include an opinion of reasonable exposure time. 

Estate Appraised 

The estate appraised in the “before” condition is fee simple, subject to rights of 

the state, the county, and the public for roads, as well as the rights of utility companies for 

electric distribution, gas, and telephone line easements.  In the “after” condition, the estate 

appraised is as stated above, but also subject to a new high voltage transmission line easement.   

Area and Local Data 

The properties are located in southwestern Sawyer County.  The city of Hayward 

(population 2,163), the county seat of Sawyer County, is located approximately 16 miles 

northeast of the properties, and the village of Exeland (212) is located about 11 miles southeast 

of the subject properties.  Ladysmith, the county seat of Rusk County, is located about 26 miles 

to the southeast.  A general location map is provided in Figure #1.   

The main transportation arteries in this area of Wisconsin include U.S. Highways 

63 and 53, State Highways 27 and 40 (north and south), State Highways 48 and 70 (east and 

west), and County Highways C, F, E, and N.  Additional state, county, and town roads provide 

excellent transportation linkages throughout northwestern Wisconsin. 

The area economy relies heavily on recreation, tourism, and the forest products 
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industry.  The Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest is host to thousands of visitors annually.  

Employment in the resort and summer trade business is significant.  Abundant clear water lakes 

and rivers, combined with the vast acreages of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, create 

an attractive setting for tourists and permanent residents.  In addition to tourism, the forest 

products industry and logging are significant contributors to the local economy.  The community 

of Hayward is home to a wafer board plant operated by Louisiana-Pacific Corporation and one of 

three wood chipping operations of Johnson Timber.  These manufacturing plants and associated 

logging operations throughout northern Wisconsin provide strength and stability to the overall 

economy.   

Northern Wisconsin is predominantly rural, with mixtures of agriculture, wood 

lots, and expansive forest.  Paper mills, sawmills, and veneer mills lead employment in many 

communities.  The abundance of water features and public forestlands attracts people from all 

over the state, as well as from neighboring states.  The general area is extremely well known to 

recreation enthusiasts who hunt, fish, and cross-country ski in northwestern Wisconsin. 

Property Inspection

Edward F. Steigerwaldt and Lee Ann Steigerwaldt of Steigerwaldt Land Services, 

Inc. inspected several of the properties on January 14, 2011.  Edward F. Steigerwaldt inspected 

the rest of the properties February 21, 2011.  Brian Bisonette, Secretary Treasurer of the Lac 

Courte Oreilles Tribal Governing Board, was contacted by email with an invitation extended for 

him and/or a representative of the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe to accompany the appraisers on the 

property inspection.  Mr. Bisonette did not respond to the invitation.  Edward F. Steigerwaldt 

also contacted Dena Mortenson, with the Bureau of Indian Affairs – Great Lakes Realty Office, 

by a telephone message inviting her to participate in a pre-work meeting and clarification on the 
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report format, but there was no response.  Edward F. Steigerwaldt met with Phillip Lysdahl from 

Xcel Energy and Brian Bisonette prior to beginning work on this project.

During the inspections, notes were taken to document the subject’s access, land 

cover, and overall land quality.

Improvements 

There are no improvements located on the property. 

Taxes 

The subject properties are part of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa Reservation and is not assessed or taxed.

Sale History 

There are no recent sales of the subject properties that can be used to help in the 

determination of market value for this assignment.   

The Transmission Line 

The transmission line traveling across the subject properties is a portion of the 

proposed Stone Lake to Couderay/Radisson Transmission Line.  According to Xcel Energy, the 

Hayward area of northern Wisconsin has experienced growth and development of new homes 

and businesses in the past several decades, and growth is expected to continue as the area grows 

as a tourist destination.  During peak electricity use times, demand exceeds the capacity of the 

current 69-kV transmission system.  Based on a study issued in 2002 by the U.S. Department of 

Energy, Wisconsin’s transmission system has one of the most congested interfaces in the 

country.  Wisconsin has only limited transmission line connections to other states – significantly 
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fewer than neighboring states.  This limits the ability of electric utilities to access wind energy or 

sources of lower-cost electricity from other regions.  Wisconsin’s electricity generators generally 

produce less power than is used, and the balance is imported from out-of-state.   

According to Xcel Energy, the Stone Lake to Couderay/Radisson Transmission 

Line project will help ensure that Hayward and northern Wisconsin residents and businesses 

have the power they need, when they need it.  They believe that building this line will add an 

important element to Wisconsin’s electric transmission infrastructure and bring much needed 

reliability to a constrained system. 

Real Estate Appraisal Procedure 

In general appraisal practice, an approach is a procedure used to derive an 

indication for the value of real property.  The three approaches most often used in the valuation 

of properties are the cost approach, the income approach, and the sales comparison approach. 

The cost approach is utilized in appraising property with improvements and is 

generally derived by combining the land value (as though it were vacant) with the cost to 

reconstruct or replace existing structures, less a deduction for each structure's accrued 

depreciation.  The income approach is used in appraising properties with a potential for 

generating income.  An estimate from the income approach is found by calculating the net 

present value of annual income that can be generated by the property being appraised.  The sales 

comparison approach is a direct comparison technique that relates recent land sales (preferably in 

the same market area) to the specifics of the subject property.  Time-adjusted prices of 

comparable sales are adjusted in the sales comparison approach to arrive at a range in value 

based on the presence or quality of individual features found on the subject and its related sales. 

The approach or combination of approaches taken is generally dependent upon 
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the type of property being appraised, its highest and best use, and the availability of income and 

comparable sales data.  For this particular appraisal assignment, it is our opinion that the sales 

comparison approach is the most reliable and appropriate valuation method for estimating each 

subject properties land value.  Because there is adequate market evidence in the form of 

comparable sales data, the sales comparison approach is utilized for determining the market 

value of the subject properties. 

The follow tables are a summation of appraisals competed for each individual 

parcel:

Parcel #1 
Allotment #431 R72 

Legal Description Lots 9 and 10 of Section 4, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 80 acres 

Access No direct road access or access to utility services 

Land Cover Northern hardwood and aspen poletimber 

Land Quality 88 percent upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 4.913 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $94,000.00

After Value $91,113.62
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$2,900.00
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Parcel #2 
Allotment #431 R75 

Legal Description Lot 1 of Section 6, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 34.97 acres 

Access Access from State Highway 27/70, telephone and electric 
utility services are not directly available.  

Land Cover Moderately-stocked northern hardwood poletimber 

Land Quality All upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 3.03 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $48,958.00

After Value $46,837.00
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$2,150.00
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Parcel #3 
Allotment #431 R75A

Legal Description Lot 2 of Section 6, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 36.43 acres 

Access Access from Right of Way Road and Butler Road, telephone 
and electric utility services are not directly available. 

Land Cover Moderately-stocked northern hardwood poletimber 

Land Quality All upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 0.275 acre 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $51,002.00

After Value $50,809.50
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$200.00
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Parcel #4 
Allotment #431 R71

Legal Description Lot 6 of Section 5, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, 
Wisconsin 

Tract Size 40 acres 

Access No public road access, telephone and electric 
utility services are not available. 

Land Cover All forested with 15 to 20 year old aspen saplings.

Land Quality All upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 1.033 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $47,000.00

After Value $46,393.12
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$650.00
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Parcel #5 
Allotment #431 6F68 

Legal Description N½SE¼ of Section 36, T39N-R9W 

Location Township of Sand Lake, Sawyer County, 
Wisconsin 

Tract Size 80 acres 

Access No public road access, telephone and electric 
utility services are not available.  

Land Cover All forested with northern hardwood 
sawtimber over northern hardwood poletimber 

Land Quality 95 percent upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 6.565 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $140,000.00

After Value $134,255.63
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$5,750.00
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Parcel #6 
Allotment #431 6B148 

Legal Description SE¼SE¼ of Section 4, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 40 acres 

Access No direct road access or access to utility services. 

Land Cover Moderately-stocked northern hardwood poletimber 

Land Quality All upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 1.524 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $49,000.00

After Value $48,066.55
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$950.00
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Parcel #7 
Allotment #431 Q5 

Legal Description Lot 2 of Section 5, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 64.56 acres 

Access Access from State Highway 27/70, telephone and 
electric utility services are not directly available. 

Land Cover 84 percent forested, primarily with northern hardwood 
and aspen poletimber, along with scattered conifers. 

Land Quality 84 percent upland 

Water Features Surette Creek runs through the property 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 3.535 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $80,700.00

After Value $78,490.63
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$2,250.00
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Parcel #8 
Allotment #431 TTR147 

Legal Description Part of the N½ of the SW¼ of Section 31, T39N-R8W 

Location Township of Sand Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 78.61 acres 

Access No public road access, telephone and electric utility services 
are not available.

Land Cover Almost all forested with northern hardwood sawtimber over 
northern hardwood poletimber. 

Land Quality 88 percent upland 

Water Features ±1,400 feet of mostly wetland frontage on the Couderay River 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 1.263 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $192,594.40

After Value $191,047.33
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$1,550.00
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Parcel #9 
Allotment #431 TT6B104 

Legal Description N½ of the SE¼ of Section 4, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 80 acres 

Access Access from Smith Road, telephone and electric utility services 
are not directly available. 

Land Cover 80 percent forested, with stands of northern hardwood 
poletimber, 20 percent consists of lowland grass. 

Land Quality 86 percent upland 

Water Features ±1,450 feet of lowland, center thread frontage on Devils Creek 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 5.096 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $108,000.00

After Value $104,560.02
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$3,450.00
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Parcel #10 
Allotment #431 TT98 

Legal Description NE¼SW¼ and the SW¼NE¼ of Section 36, T39N-R9W 

Location Township of Sand Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 80 acres 

Access No public road access, telephone and electric utility 
services are not available. 

Land Cover Almost all forested with northern hardwood sawtimber 
over northern hardwood poletimber 

Land Quality Nearly all upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 1.515 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $140,000.00

After Value $138,674.38
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$1,350.00
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Parcel #11 
Allotment #431 TT6H99 

Legal Description E½ of the SW¼ of Section 4, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 80 acres 

Access Access from State Highway 27/70 and River Road, 
telephone and electric utility services are not available. 

Land Cover 46 percent productive forest cover, the remaining land 
cover is areas of lowland grass. 

Land Quality 46 percent upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 1.584 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $76,000.00

After Value $75,247.60
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$800.00
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Parcel #12 
Allotment #431 TT613 

Legal Description Lot 5 of Section 5, T38N-R8W 

Location Township of Couderay, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 

Tract Size 40 acres 

Access No public road access, telephone and electric utility 
services are not available. 

Land Cover 82 percent forested with northern hardwood, aspen and 
fir-spruce poletimber and 18 percent with aspen saplings.

Land Quality Nearly all upland 

Water Features No significant water features 

Zoning F1 – Forestry 

Acquisition 3.283 acres 

Highest and Best Use Recreation 

Before Value $50,000.00

After Value $47,948.13
Fair Compensation for the 
Proposed Transmission 
Line Easement (Rounded) 

$2,100.00





Exhibit #1

Aerial Photograph of
Appraised Properties









Appendix F-2 
Public Correspondence 





414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

 
January 14, 2011 

Landowner Name 
Address 
Address 
 
RE:   Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission 
 Project, Sawyer County, WI 

Dear Resident, 

Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need application 
(CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Radisson/Couderay 69 kilovolt (kV) rebuild and 161 kV 
upgrade Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer County, Wisconsin, see attached map. The proposed 
Project would upgrade the existing transmission line linkage between the existing Stone Lake and 
Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV, while maintaining the existing 69 kV link. This Project 
will serve the growing need in the area and support the area’s transmission system. The attached map 
shows the route segments currently under review. 

Xcel Energy will host the first round of Open Houses in the Project Area for the general public at the 
beginning of February. The purpose of these meetings is to provide information about the proposed 
project, answer your questions, and collect your suggestions and comments. All meetings will provide 
the same information in open house format; Xcel Energy staff will be available at all meetings. In 
addition, Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) Tribal Governing Board Leadership will be available at the LCO 
Casino Open House to answer LCO specific questions. The schedule of open houses is below; there 
will be an afternoon meeting and an early evening meeting each day to accommodate busy schedules: 

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:30-9:00PM 

Veteran’s Community Center 
10534 S Main St 

Hayward, WI 54843 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 

LCO Casino 
13767 West County Road B 

Hayward, WI 54843 

Thursday, February 3, 2011 
1:30-4:00PM or 6:00-8:30PM 

Radisson Community Center 
3795 N Clark 

Radisson WI, 54867 
 

Xcel Energy is dedicated to working with all the communities and landowners in proximity to our 
potential route and segment alternatives. It is our goal to provide timely information, address questions 
and concerns, and collaborate with the public and permitting authorities throughout the transmission 
line siting and construction process. Please feel free to contact me as we move through the permitting 
process. 

If you are unable to make the proposed meetings and would still like to learn about the Project, I can 
be reached at 612-330-6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com, or you can contact Dawn Schultz in our 
Eau Claire office at 715-737-2486.   The Project Team and I are looking forward to meeting you.  

Sincerely, 
 
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
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July 11, 2011 

LANDOWNER
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP

RE:  Stone Lake to Couderay 69 kV Rebuild and 161 kV Upgrade Transmission Project, Sawyer County, 
WI

Dear Landowner, 

As you are aware, Xcel Energy is in the process of preparing a certificate of public convenience and need 
application (CPCN) for the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project (Project) in Sawyer 
County, Wisconsin. The proposed Project would upgrade the existing transmission line system between 
the existing Stone Lake and Couderay substations in your area to 161 kV in addition to the current 69 kV 
system. In other words, the proposed transmission system would consist of a new 161 kV line in addition 
to the existing 69 kV line between the aforementioned substations.  Attached is a map that shows the 
proposed route and construction options in relation to your property. 

Xcel Energy will be hosting one final opportunity for the public to comment on our project need, 
proposed routes, and construction options prior to the CPCN application submittal, which is 
anticipated to occur in mid August.  We would greatly appreciate your involvement in the application 
process.  All written comments we receive will be submitted with our application to the Wisconsin Public 
Service Commission.  The Commission uses the public’s comments to help reach a decision on the 
project need, the final route and construction configuration for approval.  Your involvement in the 
public comment process will help determine the final outcome. 

Please join us and submit your comments prior to application submittal: 

Friday, July 22, 2011 3:00-8:30 PM
Hayward Comfort Suites 

15586 County B 
Hayward, WI 54843 

If you have any questions or are unable to make the meeting, please feel free to contact me at 612-330-
6512 or raelynn.asah@xcelenergy.com.  You are also welcome to fill out the enclosed comment form and 
send into me via mail or email.  My colleagues and I look forward to meeting with you on Friday, the 
22nd. 

Sincerely,
RaeLynn Asah 
Permitting Analyst

Enclosures: 
�� Property map with proposed project 
�� Comment form 
�� Structure Option 







Comments From Landowners 





From: j b [mailto:hillznhollerz@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 3:40 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Oppose Upgrade Transmission Project for Sawyer County�
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From: flakemomma@aol.com  
To: Asah, Raelynn S  
Sent: Tue Feb 01 21:34:18 2011 
Subject: Proposed Upgrade Transmission project. �
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From: Art Punyko [mailto:artpunyko@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 02, 2011 10:28 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Cc: tomrmueller@yahoo.com; artpunyko@yahoo.com 
Subject: Questions about Stone Lake-Radisson Transmission Project 
 
Dear RaeLynn 
We are not able to make the open house meetings this week because we live in St.  
Paul.    Here are our comments and questions concerning the proposed project. We 
currently own a lake home on Ham Lake in Sawyer County which is close to the 
existing 69 kV link. 
 
Comments/Questions 
1.   What areas have increased electrical loads?  What is the justification for 
the new transmission line?  Is it Sawyer county, or elsewhere? 
2.   Your letter mentions an upgrade to the project to 161 kV, while maintaining 
the 69kV link.  Does this mean that Xcel wants to permanently keep both links? 
3.   What is the criteria for selecting a route for the new link? 
4.   Several properties on Ham and Holly Lakes have been negatively affected by 
the Enbridge pipeline and existing 69 kV link.  I would strongly recommend that 
Xcel find a way to minimize the impact to property values and select more remote 
routes for the future link.   As a friend says, "they aren't making any new 
lakes".    The existing link has negatively impacted property values, adjacent 
forests and fauna. 
5.  We are strongly opposed to the new link running on the north and east shore 
of Ham Lake.  It already has the 69 kV link running on the south west portion of 
the lake.  All lake shore properties would be affected. This may sound like "not 
in my backyard", but there is already a transmission line in my backyard. 
6.   If the new 161 kV link was installed next to the existing 69 kV link, would 
more adjacent property have to be "taken" or destroyed in order to implement 
this? 
7.  How does Xcel compensate land owners who are affected by the new project? 
 
 
We look forward to your comments and future notifications on this project. 
 
 
Sincerely 
Art Punyko 
Tom Mueller 
 
  



 

 

From: Schultz, Dawn R  
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 1:56 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Stone Lake - Couderay�
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From: Don & Sherry Melander [mailto:sherrydonm@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2011 6:09 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Stone Lake - Courderay Power Transmission Project, Sawyer County, Wisconsin�
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From: gary mathis [mailto:garym5811@live.com]  
Sent: Sunday, July 17, 2011 6:14 PM
To: Asah, Raelynn S
Subject: meeting on July 22

Why were we not contacted prior to this letter?  The first we heard of this proposal was when 
the letter arrived on July 15, 2011.  As we live and work out of the area seven days is not an 
acceptable notice for the meeting date. 
  
We purchased the property for the location and scenery it provided us.  Looking at huge tower 
and power lines out our front door is not an appealing sight.  The idea that the towers and lines 
will be on two sides of the property is doubly displeasing.   No matter which direction we enter 
from we will have to look at the lines and towers.  We feel this will considerable decrease the 
value of the property, not a good thing to have happen given our current economics these 
days.   
  
We are very

  

 displeased with Excel Energy as this is he first we have heard anything about power 
lines going in in the location mentioned in their letter of July 11, 2011.   

Feel free to contact us at this email address:  garym5811@live.com. 
  
Hard copy of this email is being sent by US postal service. 
  
Gary L. Mathis 
Mary E. Mathis 











From: joe sajdera [mailto:jesajdera@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 6:54 AM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Transmission Project�
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From: Carolyn Lofgren [mailto:carolynlofgren@live.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 1:25 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: RE: Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project 
RaeLynn, 

Thank you for your email informing us on the size of the pole and the how the trees on our property will 
be effected.  We are opposed to the line coming through as we feel it will greatly effect the value of 
future building site/sites as it will take all the privacy away and for people wanting to build in the 
northwood's area, wooded privacy is a very big factor when considering their chosen site.  Our property 
just extends only about twenty feet into the tree line on the east side, so if your telling us you will be 
clearing fifty feet, that means we will have no trees left on the whole east side of our property, which 
would greatly diminish the esthetics and value of our land. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to attend the meeting, but want to make it known that we are opposed 
to this proposal.  

Sincerely, 

Kurt & Carolyn Lofgren 
4658N Otter Lane 
Stone Lake, WI  54876 
715-456-2248 

From: Raelynn.Asah@xcelenergy.com
To: carolynlofgren@live.com
Date: Thu, 21 Jul 2011 11:47:03 -0600 
Subject: RE: Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project 
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RaeLynn S. Asah  
Xcel Energy | Responsible By Nature
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From: Carolyn Lofgren [mailto:carolynlofgren@live.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 10:17 AM 



To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: RE: Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission Project 

RaeLynn, 

Kurt and I received your letter and map showing the proposed line.  We wanted to verify that the line 
proposed on the east side of our property is a 69kV pole. Is this correct? 

Also, we are very concerned with the east line of our property, were there is a buffer of trees that border 
us and the other land owner and gives the site nice privacy which was taken in consideration when we 
purchased the property for a future building site/sites. How do we know for sure how greatly this will 
affect our tree line. 

Sincerely, 

Kurt & Carolyn Lofgren 
4658N Otter Lane, P.O. Box 331 
Stone Lake, WI  54876 
715-456-2248 
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From: Art Punyko [mailto:artpunyko@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 7:50 AM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Cc: tomrmueller@yahoo.com; artpunyko@yahoo.com 
Subject: Stone Lake Transmission Project Comments 
 
20 July, 2011 
 
Dear Raelynn-- 
Thank you for receiving our comments on the project.   
 
FROM: 
Name:  Art Punyko, Tom Mueller 
Address:  1463 Grand Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55105 
 
Lake Property in Sawyer County: 
Address:  15350W Allendale Ln, Stone Lake, WI 54876 
 
Comments: 
1) It appears to be a 5X capacity increase in the power transmission system. The 
population increase in the last decade was about 2.2% in Sawyer county. What 
warrants such a large expansion in capacity?  I understand the age of the current 
system, but it appears the proposed changes are overkill for the Sawyer county 
area. 
 
2)  We object to the "Preferred Route" option for the new 161kV line because it 
requires more right-of-way along Ham Lake, permanently damages the environment 
(wetlands, lake shore, and forests), and permanently lowers property values on 
the lake.  In principle, we feel the selected project route should minimize any 
further environmental destruction and loss of personal property around Ham Lake,  
 
or any of the area lakes.   
 
3)  We understand the age of the current 69 kV line.   We would support the re-
building of the line in its current right-of-way as long as it minimized the 
impact to the environment and private property.  
  
4) What is the structure of the proposed 161kV transmission?  It is not clear 
which structure option is preferred.   
 
  
We may give you a call today to discuss comment #4. 
  
Like many others, our families saved significant resources in order to purchase a 
lake home in Sawyer county.  We view ourselves as stewards of the property, lake, 
and the environment for future property owners. 
  
Regards 
Art Punyko 
Tom Mueller 
 











































From: Mark & Barb [mailto:smokey530@frontiernet.net]
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 9:32 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Stone Lake/Couderay Upgrade Transmission Project�

��
6�������������$���#H��� #�"���������
��
@��'�������)"����������%����������������<����*�"��33��3/22��������+��'��%�-�������
�����$������%��������!��!�$�%���������������-��%����������$��$$����!��:�#���!���%�&���
�"��$��$��%��$���#�!���������������$�����������������������&�@���!!�$������!��:�#��
'��#��'��"%�����#������!��!��������B040��
!!���+�""��������%&�
����������&�
��
7����D����)�����"���
.405����'��%��"(%&�
7���%��7��BB4.5�
�



From: Evert Schmidt  
To: Asah, Raelynn S  
Sent: Fri Jul 29 17:41:11 2011 
Subject: Comments concerning your proposal for an Upgrade Transmission Project �
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Memo regarding property on 5484N Ham Holly Drive, Stone Lake, WI 54876 
 
 
Randy and Rita Lindstedt 
7467 Hidden Valley Ct. S  
Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
(651) 334-0313 
 

We received the letter dated July 11, 2011 about the proposed Stone Lake to Couderay Transmission 
Project. We cannot attend the meeting on the 22nd because of a prior commitment so wanted to express 
our concerns on the proposed route.  

Currently when the existing transmission line was installed we lost 20’ of easement and a large portion 
of trees were removed. These trees provided coverage between our lake home and the current lines. 
The then current two pole structure was replaced with the single pole for the 345KV line. Our property 
has lost value since this original 345KV line was installed. It appears proposed route will impact the 
easement further towards our property; which I believe is 50’, losing more if not all the trees between 
the easement and my property home. The property would not have adequate coverage as it did when 
we originally purchased it to help shield the view of the power lines. We adamantly oppose this route. 
As mentioned above, our property value has already been impacted from the first transmission line and 
now will be greatly reduced further to the point it would be undesirable as a “up north” lake cabin, 
making it very hard to sell and the likelihood of taking a large loss on the investment we have in this 
property. We also want to be very clear that the initial easement we settled on was negotiated under 
the fact after it was expanded; we still had adequate tree coverage to help minimize the impact of the 
power lines on my property. With the proposed route, we would not be interested in a further 
negotiated easement as we would have no desire to have a lake home in an environment surrounded by 
additional power lines so close to our home. We have made many improvements and have plans to 
build further improvements in the next year which will all impact the value our property has.  

We are sure you will understand, taking more if not all the trees away between the lines and our home,  
and building this line so close to our lake home, will impact our “up north view” and everything else 
associated with this lake property. We ask you to not consider the preferred route and look at moving 
the line to the alternate route B. We would like to walk the property with you so you can understand the 
impact this project would have both from an environmental and financial viewpoint. 

Please contact us to discuss, 

 

Respectively, 

 

Randy and Rita Lindstedt 



From: Randy Lindstedt [mailto:randyl@marconet.com]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 3:48 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Ham Lake Property 

Raelynn, 
  
Attached is a letter in regards to our conversation today. I have sent a hard copy as well, 
  
Thanks 
  
  
���%�����%$��%� 
Enterprise Account Manager 

 
651.634.6103| 800.892.8548 | randyl@marconet.com   
7003 lake street west, suite 100, st. louis park, mn 55426 | marconet.com 
  

 
  
 
From: Randy Lindstedt [mailto:randyl@marconet.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 3:55 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: RE: Ham Lake Property�

Here is a revised letter you can submit. Can you tell me when a decision would be made on the route?  
  
Thank you, 
  
  
���%�����%$��%� 
Enterprise Account Manager 

 
651.634.6103| 800.892.8548 | randyl@marconet.com   
7003 lake street west, suite 100, st. louis park, mn 55426 | marconet.com 
  

 
  
 































From: Christopher Aurit [mailto:christopher.aurit@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2011 12:39 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Re: 5388 N Hungry Lake Lane, stone lake wi�
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From: tkelek@charter.net [mailto:tkelek@charter.net]
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 7:54 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Power Line�
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From: Lilypad Records [mailto:kerry@lilypadrecords.com]  
Sent: Saturday, August 13, 2011 1:39 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Stone Lake to Couderay Rebuild, Sawyer County Wisconsin�
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