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PHONE 

FAX 

512-795-3700 

512-795-3704 

 

 

August 19, 2014 
(Via Mail) 
 

«Name» 

«Title» 

«Agency» 

«Street_Address» 

«City», «State» «Zip» 

 

Re: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmission Line Project 

Gaines, Hale, Hockley, Lubbock, Lynn, Terry, Lynn, and Yoakum Counties, 

Texas and Lea County, New Mexico. 

POWER Engineers, Inc. Project Nos. 135321, 135607 and 135608 

 

Dear «Name»: 

 

Xcel Energy Inc. (Xcel) will be filing for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity 

(CCN) with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) and a Certificate of 

Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) with the New Mexico Public Regulation 

Commission (PRC)  to design and construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission 

line in a study area within Gaines, Hale, Hockley, Lubbock, Lynn, Terry, Lynn, and 

Yoakum Counties, Texas and Lea County, New Mexico.  The new transmission line 

will connect the existing Tuco Substation in Hale County and extend southwest until 

it reached the proposed Yoakum Substation in Yoakum County, Texas.  The 

transmission line will continue from the Yoakum Substation southwest to the 

existing Hobbs Substation in Lea County, New Mexico.  The location of the study 

area, existing substations and transmission lines are shown on the enclosed map. 

 

POWER Engineers, Inc. (POWER) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) 

and Alternative Route Analysis for Xcel to support their CCN and CPCN 

applications for the PUCT and PRC.  POWER is gathering data on the existing 

environment and identifying environmental and land use constraints within the study 

area that will be used in the creation of an environmental and land use constraints 

map.  POWER will identify potential alternative route segments that consider these 

environmental and land use constraints. 

 

We are requesting that your agency/office provide information concerning 

environmental and land use constraints or other issues of interest to your 

agency/office within the study area.  Your input will be an important consideration 

in the delineation and evaluation of alternative routes and in the assessment of 

potential impacts of those routes.  In addition, we would appreciate receiving 

information about any permits, easements, or other approvals by your agency/office 

that you believe could affect this project, or if you are aware of any major proposed 
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development or construction in the study area.  Upon certification of a final route for 

the proposed project, Xcel will identify and obtain necessary permits, if required, 

from your agency/office.   

 

Thank you for your assistance with this proposed electric transmission line project.  

Please contact me by phone at 512-795-3700, extension 6903 or by e-mail at 

anastacia.santos@powereng.com if you have any questions or require additional 

information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Anastacia Santos 

Project Manager 
 

Enclosure: 

Study Area Map 

 

 

 Sent Via Mail  

     DMS 135321 

     PER-01 
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From: Lea Davenport 6900
To: "IMRextrev@nps.gov" (IMRextrev@nps.gov)
Cc: Anastacia Santos 6903
Subject: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, August 25, 2014 5:09:26 PM
Attachments: Ltr to Mr. Wessels_08-25-2014.pdf

image003.png

Dear Mr. Wessels:
 
Xcel Energy Inc. (Xcel) will be filing for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN)
with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) and a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) with the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission
(PRC)  to design and construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission line in a study area
within Gaines, Hale, Hockley, Lubbock, Lynn, Terry, Lynn, and Yoakum Counties, Texas
and Lea County, New Mexico.  The new transmission line will connect the existing Tuco
Substation in Hale County and extend southwest until it reached the proposed Yoakum
Substation in Yoakum County, Texas.  The transmission line will continue from the Yoakum
Substation southwest to the existing Hobbs Substation in Lea County, New Mexico.  The
location of the study area, existing substations and transmission lines are shown on the
enclosed map.
 
POWER Engineers, Inc. (POWER) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) and
Alternative Route Analysis for Xcel to support their CCN and CPCN applications for the
PUCT and PRC.  POWER is gathering data on the existing environment and identifying
environmental and land use constraints within the study area that will be used in the creation
of an environmental and land use constraints map.  POWER will identify potential alternative
route segments that consider these environmental and land use constraints.
 
We are requesting that your agency/office provide information concerning environmental and
land use constraints or other issues of interest to your agency/office within the study area. 
Your input will be an important consideration in the delineation and evaluation of alternative
routes and in the assessment of potential impacts of those routes.  In addition, we would
appreciate receiving information about any permits, easements, or other approvals by your
agency/office that you believe could affect this project, or if you are aware of any major
proposed 
development or construction in the study area.  Upon certification of a final route for the
proposed project, Xcel will identify and obtain necessary permits, if required, from your
agency/office. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with this proposed electric transmission line project.  Please
contact me by phone at 512-795-3700, extension 6903 or by e-mail at
anastacia.santos@powereng.com if you have any questions or require additional information.
 
Sincerely,
 

 
Anastacia Santos
Project Manager

mailto:/O=POWERENG/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=LDAVENPORT
mailto:IMRextrev@nps.gov
mailto:anastacia.santos@powereng.com
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Study Area Map
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Lea Davenport 2400

From: Jarvis, Jonathan H. <jonathan@austin.utexas.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2014 4:13 PM
To: Darren Schubert 5568
Subject: GIS Data: Project No. 135321
Attachments: TARL_3SEP2014_135321.zip

Darren: 

 

The shapefiles containing the archeological site location data for your study area are attached in a zip file.  The standard 

caveat applies: site location information is protected by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended), 

Title III §304 and by the Texas Antiquities Code §191.004, and is not intended for public distribution.  Please let me know 

if you have any questions.    

  

Best regards, 

Jonathan 

_________________________________ 

Jonathan H. Jarvis, MLA, M.S., RPA 

Associate Director  

Texas Archeological Research Laboratory 

The University of Texas at Austin 

Phone: 512/471-5959 

www.utexas.edu/research/tarl/ 

www.texasbeyondhistory.net 

  

Philosophìa Krateìto Photôn 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TELEPHONE RECORD  

  PAGE 1 OF 1
 

DATE: September 4, 2014 
TIME OF 
CALL: am 

TO: Anastacia Santos PHONE 
NUMBER:  

FROM: 
Judy 
TX Agricultural Land Trust C:  

TYPED BY: Anastacia Santos 
PROJECT 
NUMBER: 135321, 135607, 135608 

CLIENT: Xcel Energy 

PROJECT 
NAME: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 

SUBJECT: Initial Agency Correspondence Response 

 
 

MESSAGE 

 
 Judy from TX Agricultural Land Trust called on behalf of Blair Fitzsimons 

(Executive Director) in response to the initial agency letter. 
 Judy asked that POWER update their records to reflect their correct suite number 

(350). 
 
Ms. Blair Fitzsimons 
Executive Director 
Texas Agricultural Land Trust 
4040 Broadway, Suite 350  
San Antonio, TX 78209 
 

 

















From: Richard Hanson
To: Anastacia Santos 6903
Subject: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, September 15, 2014 4:13:38 PM

Hi Anastacia,
 
Could you send me the shapefiles for the study area on the Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs project?  Thank
you.
 
Rick Hanson
Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
1702 Landmark Lane
Lubbock, TX 79415
Office: (806) 761-4936
Richard.Hanson@tpwd.texas.gov
 

mailto:Richard.Hanson@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:anastacia.santos@powereng.com
mailto:Richard.Hanson@tpwd.texas.gov




From: Anastacia Santos 6903
To: "Richard Hanson"
Subject: RE: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 5:02:00 PM
Attachments: study_area.shx

study_area.dbf
study_area.prj
study_area.sbn
study_area.sbx
study_area.shp
study_area.shp.xml

Richard,
 
Please see attached shapefile of the study area boundary for the Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs Project.
 
Anastacia Santos
Project Manager
7600-B N. Capital of Texas Hwy., Suite 320
Austin, Texas 78731
(512) 795-3700 ext. 6903 office
(512) 585-3202 cell
 
POWER Engineers, Inc.
Energy ▪ Facilities ▪ Communications ▪ Environmental
www.powereng.com
 

From: Richard Hanson [mailto:Richard.Hanson@tpwd.texas.gov] 
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2014 3:39 PM
To: Anastacia Santos 6903
Subject: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmission Line Project
 
Hi Anastacia,
 
Could you send me the shapefiles for the study area on the Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs project?  Thank
you.
 
Rick Hanson
Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
1702 Landmark Lane
Lubbock, TX 79415
Office: (806) 761-4936
Richard.Hanson@tpwd.texas.gov
 

mailto:Richard.Hanson@tpwd.texas.gov
http://www.powereng.com/
mailto:Richard.Hanson@tpwd.texas.gov


		OBJECTID		SHAPE_Leng		SHAPE_Area		SqMi		Acres		1		4.86502204203e+005		9.47607943923e+009		3.63681905311e+003		2.32756419399e+006




PROJCS["NAD_1983_UTM_Zone_13N",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",500000.0],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-105.0],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Meter",1.0]]





   20140806 15133100 1.0 FGDC CSDGM Metadata FALSE   TUCO_Hobbs_Study_Area 002  630325.871900 802774.157900 3598602.303400 3754922.793400 1  file://\\boifs1\env_projects\127777\DD\GIS\Data\TUCO_Hobbs.gdb Local Area Network  Projected GCS_North_American_1983 Linear Unit: Meter (1.000000) NAD_1983_UTM_Zone_13N <ProjectedCoordinateSystem xsi:type='typens:ProjectedCoordinateSystem' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/10.0'><WKT>PROJCS[&quot;NAD_1983_UTM_Zone_13N&quot;,GEOGCS[&quot;GCS_North_American_1983&quot;,DATUM[&quot;D_North_American_1983&quot;,SPHEROID[&quot;GRS_1980&quot;,6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM[&quot;Greenwich&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Degree&quot;,0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION[&quot;Transverse_Mercator&quot;],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Easting&quot;,500000.0],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Northing&quot;,0.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Central_Meridian&quot;,-105.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Scale_Factor&quot;,0.9996],PARAMETER[&quot;Latitude_Of_Origin&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Meter&quot;,1.0],AUTHORITY[&quot;EPSG&quot;,26913]]</WKT><XOrigin>-5120900</XOrigin><YOrigin>-9998100</YOrigin><XYScale>10000</XYScale><ZOrigin>-100000</ZOrigin><ZScale>10000</ZScale><MOrigin>-100000</MOrigin><MScale>10000</MScale><XYTolerance>0.001</XYTolerance><ZTolerance>0.001</ZTolerance><MTolerance>0.001</MTolerance><HighPrecision>true</HighPrecision><WKID>26913</WKID></ProjectedCoordinateSystem> 20120913 16092700 20120913 16092700  Microsoft Windows 7 Version 6.1 (Build 7601) Service Pack 1; ESRI ArcGIS 10.0.5.4400     TUCO_Hobbs_Study_Area        1 -103.612452 -101.726219 33.926691 32.483478        File Geodatabase Feature Class   dataset     EPSG 7.4.1      1      Simple  FALSE 1 TRUE FALSE    TUCO_Hobbs_Study_Area Feature Class 1  OBJECTID OBJECTID OID 4 0 0 Internal feature number. ESRI  Sequential unique whole numbers that are automatically generated.  SHAPE SHAPE Geometry 0 0 0 Feature geometry. ESRI  Coordinates defining the features.  SHAPE_Length SHAPE_Length Double 8 0 0 Length of feature in internal units. ESRI  Positive real numbers that are automatically generated.  SHAPE_Area SHAPE_Area Double 8 0 0 Area of feature in internal units squared. ESRI  Positive real numbers that are automatically generated. 20120913



From: david_hurd@nps.gov on behalf of IMRextrev, NPS
To: Lea Davenport 6900
Cc: Anastacia Santos 6903
Subject: Re: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 4:49:23 PM
Attachments: image003.png

RR-14-0096 Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmission Line Project Response (1).pdf

Dear Mr. Davenport,

The National Park Service (NPS) would like to thank you for the opportunity to be involved in your
project. The NPS has submitted the attached comment document for the project mentioned above. If
you have any questions or need additional assistants, please feel free to contact me.

 

Sincerely,

 

David Hurd  

National Park Service
Intermountain Region External Review Team
Serving MT, UT, WY, CO, AZ, NM, OK, TX
imrextrev@nps.gov

On Mon, Aug 25, 2014 at 4:09 PM, Lea Davenport <lea.davenport@powereng.com>
wrote:

Dear Mr. Wessels:

 

Xcel Energy Inc. (Xcel) will be filing for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity
(CCN) with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) and a Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) with the New Mexico Public Regulation
Commission (PRC)  to design and construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission
line in a study area within Gaines, Hale, Hockley, Lubbock, Lynn, Terry, Lynn, and
Yoakum Counties, Texas and Lea County, New Mexico.  The new transmission line
will connect the existing Tuco Substation in Hale County and extend southwest
until it reached the proposed Yoakum Substation in Yoakum County, Texas.  The
transmission line will continue from the Yoakum Substation southwest to the
existing Hobbs Substation in Lea County, New Mexico.  The location of the study
area, existing substations and transmission lines are shown on the enclosed map.

 

POWER Engineers, Inc. (POWER) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA)
and Alternative Route Analysis for Xcel to support their CCN and CPCN applications
for the PUCT and PRC.  POWER is gathering data on the existing environment and
identifying environmental and land use constraints within the study area that will

mailto:david_hurd@nps.gov
mailto:imrextrev@nps.gov
mailto:lea.davenport@powereng.com
mailto:anastacia.santos@powereng.com
mailto:imrextrev@nps.gov
mailto:lea.davenport@powereng.com















be used in the creation of an environmental and land use constraints map. 
POWER will identify potential alternative route segments that consider these
environmental and land use constraints.

 

We are requesting that your agency/office provide information concerning
environmental and land use constraints or other issues of interest to your
agency/office within the study area.  Your input will be an important consideration
in the delineation and evaluation of alternative routes and in the assessment of
potential impacts of those routes.  In addition, we would appreciate receiving
information about any permits, easements, or other approvals by your
agency/office that you believe could affect this project, or if you are aware of any
major proposed 
development or construction in the study area.  Upon certification of a final route
for the proposed project, Xcel will identify and obtain necessary permits, if
required, from your agency/office. 

 

Thank you for your assistance with this proposed electric transmission line
project.  Please contact me by phone at 512-795-3700, extension 6903 or by e-
mail at anastacia.santos@powereng.com if you have any questions or require
additional information.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Anastacia Santos

Project Manager

 

Enclosure:

Study Area Map

 

 

mailto:anastacia.santos@powereng.com












From: Montano, Andrew
To: Anastacia Santos 6903
Subject: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 5:16:16 PM

Dear Anastacia

Hello.  I'm the Renewable Energy Specialist for the National Park Service in Denver,
CO.  I work with other federal agencies and other stakeholders involved with
renewable energy projects (wind/solar/biomass) as well as proposed new
transmission lines throughout the Intermountain Region.  We recently received your
letter inviting us to provide comment on your proposed Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345-kV
Transmission Line Project.  I also believe that we recently submitted comments to
you regarding this proposal.  

I'm writing you today to see if I could be included on correspondence from your company
regarding any future milestones that are coming due on your environmental review.  I'd
greatly appreciate being added.

I hope that we provided you with helpful comments, and I also hope that should you have
any questions of the NPS, I'll be your point of contact regarding any of the comments that
we submitted recently.  Please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your time and inclusion in your proposed action.

Andrew
Andrew M. Montaño, PMP
Renewable Energy Specialist | Natural Resources | IMR
National Park Service | Department of the Interior
12795 West Alameda Parkway, Denver, CO 80228
Office:  303.969.2439 | Mobile:  720.376.2935

Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work. - Aristotle

mailto:andrew_montano@nps.gov
mailto:anastacia.santos@powereng.com


From: Anastacia Santos 6903
To: "Montano, Andrew"
Subject: RE: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 10:18:00 AM

Andrew,
 
We did receive comments from your agency – thank you.  I will keep you informed about upcoming
milestones for the project (Public Open House Meetings, Application Submittals, etc.)
 
Anastacia Santos
Project Manager
7600-B N. Capital of Texas Hwy., Suite 320
Austin, Texas 78731
(512) 795-3700 ext. 6903 office
(512) 585-3202 cell
 
POWER Engineers, Inc.
Energy ▪ Facilities ▪ Communications ▪ Environmental
www.powereng.com
 

From: Montano, Andrew [mailto:andrew_montano@nps.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 5:16 PM
To: Anastacia Santos 6903
Subject: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345-kV Transmission Line Project
 
Dear Anastacia
 
Hello.  I'm the Renewable Energy Specialist for the National Park Service in Denver, CO.  I
work with other federal agencies and other stakeholders involved with renewable energy
projects (wind/solar/biomass) as well as proposed new transmission lines throughout the
Intermountain Region.  We recently received your letter inviting us to provide comment on
your proposed Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345-kV Transmission Line Project.  I also believe that
we recently submitted comments to you regarding this proposal.  
 
I'm writing you today to see if I could be included on correspondence from your company regarding any future
milestones that are coming due on your environmental review.  I'd greatly appreciate being added.
 
I hope that we provided you with helpful comments, and I also hope that should you have any questions of the
NPS, I'll be your point of contact regarding any of the comments that we submitted recently.  Please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your time and inclusion in your proposed action.
 
Andrew

Andrew M. Montaño, PMP
Renewable Energy Specialist | Natural Resources | IMR
National Park Service | Department of the Interior
12795 West Alameda Parkway, Denver, CO 80228
Office:  303.969.2439 | Mobile:  720.376.2935

mailto:andrew_montano@nps.gov
http://www.powereng.com/


 
Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work. - Aristotle



























































































































































































From: Bocanegra, Omar
To: Anastacia Santos 2403
Subject: Tuco-Yoakum-Hobbs 345 kV Transmissin line project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 11:52:12 AM

Ms. Santos:

We have received your letter concerning the subject project proposed in Gains, Hale,
Hockley, Lubbock, Lynn, Terry, and Yoakum Counties, Texas, and Texas and Lea
Counties, New Mexico.  This office will only be responding to the portion of the
project that would occur in Texas.  For information regarding the portion in New
Mexico, please contact the New Mexico Field Office at 505-346-2525.

We anticipate providing you a written response to your request by the end of this
week.  Thank you.

-Omar
________________________________
Omar R. Bocanegra
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
2005 NE Green Oaks Blvd, Suite 140
Arlington, Texas  76006
(817) 277-1100 ext. 2126
(817) 277-1129 fax
Website:  http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arlingtontexas/

mailto:omar_bocanegra@fws.gov
mailto:anastacia.santos@powereng.com
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arlingtontexas/
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