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9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 
Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

Florida Professional Certificates • Certification AAC000567, EB0000253 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Kathy Boydston 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, TX 78744-3291 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Kathy Boydston: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Ms. Kathy Boydston 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
July 25, 2011 
Page 2 

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or 
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.  

Burns & McDonnell has already requested and received the Texas Natural Diversity Database data 
(TXNDD) as well as the county lists of threatened and endangered species.  The study area is located 
within the estimated occupied range of the lesser prairie chicken (LPC) (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus)
which is currently a candidate for listing under the ESA.  Updates to the LPC estimated occupied 
range shapefile as well as any maps of known Leks, species sightings, and Candidate Conservation 
Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) are also requested so that Burns & McDonnell can better avoid 
impacts to this species.   

Below is a list of threatened and endangered species that could potentially occur within the study 
area although there are no documented occurrences of these species present in the TXNDD data 
currently.  A review of the habitat within the study area and a review of the habitats for these species 
indicate that habitat may be present for the piping plover, lesser prairie chicken, and Texas horned 
lizard.

Name Scientific Name Federal
Status

State
Status Extirpated

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus LT T   
Whooping Crane Grus americana LE E   
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C     
American Peregrine 
Falcon

Falco peregrinus anatum   T 
��

Bald Eagle* Haliaeetus leucocephalus   T ��
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   T ��
Texas horned lizard Phrynosoma cornutum   T ��
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes LE   Y 
Gray wolf Canis lupus LE E Y 

* Although the Bald Eagle has been delisted it is still afforded protection by the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (BGEPA) (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S.C. 
703-712).   

Your input is important.  The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application 
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility 
Commission of Texas. 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. David Fulton 
Director of Aviation 
Texas Department of Transportation 
125 E. 11Th Street 
Austin, TX 78701-2483 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. David Fulton: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Dianna F. Noble, P.E. 
Director, Environmental Affairs 
Texas Department of Transportation 
125 E. 11Th Street 
Austin, TX 78701-2483 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Dianna F. Noble, P.E.: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Terry L. Keener, P.E. 
Childress District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation 
7599 US 287 
Childress, TX 79201-9705 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Terry L. Keener, P.E.: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Howard Holland, P.E. 
Amarillo District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 7368 
Amarillo, TX 79114 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Howard Holland, P.E.: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Telephone Memorandum 

Called:   William Gunn   
Organization:   TxDOT Aviation Division 
Caller:    Dusty Werth   
Organization:   Burns & McDonnell 
Subject of Call: Heliport West of Mobeetie, Tx 
 
Call Date:  January 2, 2011      
Call Time:    8:41 AM   
Phone No. Called:   512-416-4507 
 
Project Name:  Bowers - Howard 
Project No.:  62799 
 
Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth 
Date Memo Issued: 1/2/2011 
 
Summary: 
 
Mr. Gunn was called to obtain information on the potential heliport noted from review of aerials 
and field reconnaissance.  The potential heliport is located approximately .8 miles west of 
Mobeetie on State Route 152 at the scenic pull off for the historic Ft. Elliot.  Mr. Gunn checked 
all of his resources and found no information on this heliport in any of the TxDOT Aviation 
records.  He did note that the heliport is likely for a private nature as it does not conform to any 
type of marking standard.   
 
Mr. Gunn suggested that I contact the local TxDOT office as it appears to be located within the 
TxDOT right-of-way to see if they know any more specifics about the heliport. 
 
Attachment   
 
cc: files 
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Telephone Memorandum 

Called:   Chris Reed  
Organization:   TxDOT Childress Office 
Caller:    Dusty Werth   
Organization:   Burns & McDonnell 
Subject of Call: Heliport West of Mobeetie, Tx 
 
Call Date:  January 2, 2011      
Call Time:    8:45 AM   
Phone No. Called:   (940) 937-7249 
 
Project Name:  Bowers - Howard 
Project No.:  62799 
 
Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth 
Date Memo Issued: 1/2/2011 
 
Summary: 
 
Mr. Reed was called upon recommendation from Mr. Gunn at the TxDOT Aviation Division to 
inquire about the heliport located west of Mobeetie, Tx.  Mr. Reed knew of the heliport but was 
unclear as to the owner of the heliport.  He thought that it was put in within the last 10 years at 
the request of the local EMS.  He had no records in his office of the heliport and said he would 
try to find some records and return my call. 
 
Mr. Reed returned my call at 10:15 and confirmed that the heliport was built in the 90’s at the 
request of the local EMS.  The EMS had received a grant to fund the project and TxDOT built 
the heliport in their ROW and TxDOT is the official owner of the heliport but it is not used by 
TxDOT and Mr. Reed was uncertain if it was actively used by anyone or who was responsible 
for maintaining the heliport. 
 
Attachment   
 
cc: files 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Bill O'Hara 
Director of Surveying 
Texas General Land Office 
1700 North Congress Ave. 
Austin, TX 78701 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Bill O'Hara: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Hal Croft 
Asset Management 
Texas General Land Office 
1700 North Congress Ave., Suite 840 
Austin, TX 78701 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Hal Croft: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Melanie Callahan 
Interim Executive Administrator 
Texas Water Development Board 
P.O. Box 13231 
Austin, TX 78711-3231 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Melanie Callahan: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. F. Lawrence Oaks 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711-2276 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. F. Lawrence Oaks: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Gary Pitner 
Executive Director 
Panhandle Regional Planning Commission 
P.O. Box 9257 
Amarillo, TX 79105-9257 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Gary Pitner: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Region VI Environment & Historic Preservation 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Frc 800 North Loop 288 
Denton, TX 76209-3698 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear   : 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

August 12, 2011 

Mr. Ben Buchanan 
Community Development Coord./ 
Floodplain Administrator 
City of Livingston
200 W Church St 
Livingston, TX 77351 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 
BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Ben Buchanan: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 
Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

Florida Professional Certificates • Certification AAC000567, EB0000253 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Heather Whitlaw 
West Texas Sub-Office, Field Biologist 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
P.O. Box 713 
Canadian, TX 79014 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Heather Whitlaw: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Ms. Heather Whitlaw 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
July 25, 2011 
Page 2 

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or 
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.  

Burns & McDonnell has already requested and received the Texas Natural Diversity Database data 
(TXNDD) as well as the county lists of threatened and endangered species.  The study area is located 
within the estimated occupied range of the lesser prairie chicken (LPC) (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus)
which is currently a candidate for listing under the ESA.  Updates to the LPC estimated occupied 
range shapefile as well as any maps of known Leks, species sightings, and Candidate Conservation 
Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) are also requested so that Burns & McDonnell can better avoid 
impacts to this species.   

Below is a list of threatened and endangered species that could potentially occur within the study 
area although there are no documented occurrences of these species present in the TXNDD data 
currently.  A review of the habitat within the study area and a review of the habitats for these species 
indicate that habitat may be present for the piping plover, lesser prairie chicken, and Texas horned 
lizard.

Name Scientific Name Federal
Status

State
Status Extirpated

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus LT T   
Whooping Crane Grus americana LE E   
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C     
American Peregrine 
Falcon

Falco peregrinus anatum   T 
��

Bald Eagle* Haliaeetus leucocephalus   T ��
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   T ��
Texas horned lizard Phrynosoma cornutum   T ��
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes LE   Y 
Gray wolf Canis lupus LE E Y 

* Although the Bald Eagle has been delisted it is still afforded protection by the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (BGEPA) (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S.C. 
703-712).   

Your input is important.  The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application 
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility 
Commission of Texas. 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. David Manning 
Tulsa District - Regulatory Office 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1645 S 101 E Ave 
Tulsa, OK 74128-4609 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. David Manning: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Telephone Memorandum 

Called:   Jamie Hyslop    
Organization:   US Army Corps of Engineers 
Caller:    Dusty Werth   
Organization:   BMcD 
Subject of Call: Return call concerning SPS Bowers-Howard 115-kV Transmission Line 
 
Call Date:  October 7, 2011      
Call Time:    9:47 AM   
Phone No. Called:   918-669-7618 
 
Project Name:  SPS Bowers - Howard 
Project No.:  62799 
 
Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth 
Date Memo Issued: October 7, 2011 
 
Summary: 
 
Returned call and left message asking Jamie to return a call. 
 
 
 
Attachment   
 
cc: Enter Name 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Mike Nicely 
Airports- Southwest Region 
U.S. Dept of Transpoprtation, Federal Aviation Administration 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 
Fort Worth, TX 76137-4298 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Mike Nicely: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Salvador Salinas 
Texas State Conservationist 
Natural Resource Conservation Service 
101 South Main St. 
Temple, TX 76501 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Salvador Salinas: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Judge Richard Peet 
County Judge 
Gray County 
205 N. Russell 
Pampa, TX 79065-6441 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Judge Richard Peet: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Joe Wheeley 
Commissioner 
Gray County 
205 N. Russell 
Pampa, TX 79065-6441 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Joe Wheeley: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Gary Willoughby 
Commissioner 
Gray County 
205 N. Russell 
Pampa, TX 79065-6441 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Gary Willoughby: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. John Mark Baggerman 
Commissioner 
Gray County 
205 N. Russell 
Pampa, TX 79065-6441 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. John Mark Baggerman: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Jeff Haley 
Commissioner 
Gray County 
205 N. Russell 
Pampa, TX 79065-6441 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Jeff Haley: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Susan Winborne 
County Clerk 
Gray County 
P.O. Box 1902 
Pampa, TX 79066 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Susan Winborne: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Brandon McGinty 
President 
Gray County Farm Bureau 
500 W. Kingsmill Ave 
Pampa, TX 79065-6333 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Brandon McGinty: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Darlene Birkes 
Chair
Gray County Historical Commission 
2356 Aspen Street 
Pampa, TX 79065 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Darlene Birkes: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Jerry Dan Hefley 
County Judge 
Wheeler County 
P.O. Box 486 
Wheeler, TX 79096 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Jerry Dan Hefley: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Daryl Snelgrooes 
Commissioner 
Wheeler County 
P.O. Box 69 
Wheeler, TX 79096 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Daryl Snelgrooes: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Robert Hink 
Commissioner 
Wheeler County 
P.O. Box 69 
Wheeler, TX 79096 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Robert Hink: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Hubert Moore 
Commissioner 
Wheeler County 
P.O. Box 69 
Shamrock, TX 79079 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Hubert Moore: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. John Walker 
Commissioner 
Wheeler County 
P.O. Box 69 
Shamrock, TX 79079 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. John Walker: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 

A-149



Mr. John
Wheeler
July 25, 2
Page 2 

In additio
any type 

Your inpu
seeking a
Commiss

We appre
require ad

Sincerely

Dusty E. 
Environm

Enclosure

cc: Lance
Files 

n Walker
County
2011

on to the abov
of approval f

ut is importan
a Certificate o
sion of Texas

eciate your as
dditional info

y,   

Werth 
mental Scient

e

e Kennedy, S

ve requested 
for constructi

nt.  The infor
of Convenien
s.

ssistance.  Pl
ormation.

tist

SPS

items, we ar
ion of the pro

rmation we c
nce and Nece

lease contact 

re also reques
oposed transm

collect will b
essity for this

me at (816) 

sting informa
mission line 

e used to hel
s project from

822-3446 if 

ation regardin
within your j

lp SPS develo
m the Public U

you have any

ng any perm
jurisdiction. 

op its applica
Utility 

y questions o

mits or 

ation

or

A-150



Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Margaret Dorman 
County Clerk 
Wheeler County 
P.O. Box 465 
Wheeler, TX 79096 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Margaret Dorman: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Mark Elmore 
President 
Wheeler County Farm Bureau 
P.O. Box 160 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0160 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Mark Elmore: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Ada Lou Lester 
Chair
Wheelter County Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 156 
Mobeetie, TX 79061 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Ada Lou Lester: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Brad Pingel 
Mayor 
City of Pampa 
P.O. Box 2499 
Pampa, TX 79066-2499 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Brad Pingel: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Richard Morris 
Interim City Manager 
City of Pampa 
P.O. Box 2499 
Pampa, TX 79066-2499 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Richard Morris: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Rebecca Holmes 
Council Member 
City of Pampa 
P.O. Box 2499 
Pampa, TX 79066-2499 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Rebecca Holmes: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Robert Dixon 
Council Member 
City of Pampa 
P.O. Box 2499 
Pampa, TX 79066-2499 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Robert Dixon: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Neil Fulton 
Council Member 
City of Pampa 
P.O. Box 2499 
Pampa, TX 79066-2499 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Neil Fulton: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Joe Weaver 
Executive Director 
Greater Pampa Area Chamber of Commerce 
200 North Ballard 
Pampa, TX 79065 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Joe Weaver: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Susan Oldham 
Mayor 
City of Lefors 
P.O. Box 383 
Lefors, TX 79054-0383 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Susan Oldham: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Lindy Forsyth 
City Secretary 
City of Lefors 
P.O. Box 383 
Lefors, TX 79054-0383 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Lindy Forsyth: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Telephone Memorandum 

Called:   Lindy Forsyth   
Organization:   City of Lefors Tx 
Caller:    Dusty Werth   
Organization:   Burns & McDonnell 
Subject of Call: Return call in regards to request for information letter 
 
Call Date:  July 28, 2011      
Call Time:    2:50 PM   
Phone No. Called:   806-835-2200 
 
Project Name:  Bowers – Howard 115-kV Transmission Line     
Project No.:  62799 
 
Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth 
Date Memo Issued: July 28, 2011 
 
Summary: 
 
Lindy Forsyth called and left a message stating she had questions about the request for 
information letter she had received.  I returned the call and she stated that the line would not 
impact the town so they did not have any concerns.  I clarified that the City of Lefors is located 
within the study area and that the letter referenced a new line and not the existing line north of 
the town.  She stated that it would be unlikely that the new line would go through the town so the 
town still did not have any concerns and would not have any permitting authority. 
 
 
Attachment   
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Billy McBee 
Council Member 
City of Lefors 
P.O. Box 383 
Lefors, TX 79054-0383 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Billy McBee: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Bill McMinn 
Council Member 
City of Lefors 
P.O. Box 383 
Lefors, TX 79054-0383 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Bill McMinn: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. David Boyd 
Council Member 
City of Lefors 
P.O. Box 383 
Lefors, TX 79054-0383 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. David Boyd: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Karen Noble 
Council Member 
City of Lefors 
P.O. Box 383 
Lefors, TX 79054-0383 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Karen Noble: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Ray Carter 
Council Member 
City of Lefors 
P.O. Box 383 
Lefors, TX 79054-0383 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Ray Carter: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Gordon Estes 
Mayor 
City of Mobeetie 
P.O. Box 56 
Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Gordon Estes: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Patricia Kephart 
Council Member 
City of Mobeetie 
P.O. Box 56 
Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Patricia Kephart: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Pam Jones 
Council Member 
City of Mobeetie 
P.O. Box 56 
Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Pam Jones: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Louise Shorter 
Council Member 
City of Mobeetie 
P.O. Box 56 
Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Louise Shorter: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Emma Swigart 
Council Member 
City of Mobeetie 
P.O. Box 56 
Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Emma Swigart: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Gaylord Tompson 
Council Member 
City of Mobeetie 
P.O. Box 56 
Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Gaylord Tompson: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Bob McCain 
Mayor Pro-Tem 
City of Wheeler 
P.O. Box 98 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0098 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Bob McCain: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Kristi Petit 
City Secretary 
City of Wheeler 
P.O. Box 98 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0098 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Kristi Petit: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Kendall Hefley 
Council Member 
City of Wheeler 
P.O. Box 98 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0098 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Kendall Hefley: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Barbra Koelzer 
Council Member 
City of Wheeler 
P.O. Box 98 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0098 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Barbra Koelzer: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Don Rose 
Council Member 
City of Wheeler 
P.O. Box 98 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0098 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Don Rose: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Stacy McCasland 
Council Member 
City of Wheeler 
P.O. Box 98 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0098 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Stacy McCasland: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Walter Simmons 
Council Member 
City of Wheeler 
P.O. Box 98 
Wheeler, TX 79096-0098 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Walter Simmons: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Frankie Jackson 
Wheeler Chamber of Commerce 
1203 S. Mobeetie St 
Wheeler, TX 79096 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Frankie Jackson: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr Roy L Baker 
Superintendent 
Fort Elliott Cons Isd 
P.O. Box 138 
Briscoe, TX 79011-0138 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr Roy L Baker: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr Bryan Dennis Hanna 
Superintendent 
Grandview-Hopkins Isd 
11676 FM 293 
Groom, TX 79039-9801 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr Bryan Dennis Hanna: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr William Clay Montgomery 
Superintendent 
Lefors Isd 
P.O. Box 390 
Lefors, TX 79054-0390 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr William Clay Montgomery: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr Harald Hill 
Superintendent 
Mclean Isd 
P.O. Box 90 
Mclean, TX 79057-0090 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr Harald Hill: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Telephone Memorandum 

Called:   Jennifer Sergeant   
Organization:   McLean ISD 
Caller:    Dusty Werth   
Organization:   BMcD 
Subject of Call: Return call about request for information letters 
 
Call Date:  July 27, 2011      
Call Time:    2:40 PM   
Phone No. Called:   806-779-2301 x 0 
 
Project Name:  Bowers – Howard 115-kV Transmission Line     
Project No.:  62799 
 
Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth 
Date Memo Issued: July 27, 2011 
 
Summary: 
 
I returned Ms. Sergeant’s call referencing the request for information letters that were sent out.  
She inquired as to what information we were after from the ISD and I explained that we are 
looking for any information the school district may have about new developments, especially 
new schools, within the study area.  She stated that the district is not looking to build any new 
buildings in the future and certainly not in the portion of the ISD that is located within the study 
area.  I thanked her for her response and that if she could think of anything else that might be of 
concern for the ISD within the study area or if she had any additional questions to please give me 
call. 
 
Attachment   
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Ms. Donna Leslie Gill 
Superintendent 
Miami Isd 
P.O. Box 368 
Miami, TX 79059-0368 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Ms. Donna Leslie Gill: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 

A-225



Ms. Donn
Miami Is
July 25, 2
Page 2 

In additio
any type 

Your inpu
seeking a
Commiss

We appre
require ad

Sincerely

Dusty E. 
Environm

Enclosure

cc: Lance
Files 

na Leslie Gi
sd
2011

on to the abov
of approval f

ut is importan
a Certificate o
sion of Texas

eciate your as
dditional info

y,   

Werth 
mental Scient

e

e Kennedy, S

ill

ve requested 
for constructi

nt.  The infor
of Convenien
s.

ssistance.  Pl
ormation.

tist

SPS

items, we ar
ion of the pro

rmation we c
nce and Nece

lease contact 

re also reques
oposed transm

collect will b
essity for this

me at (816) 

sting informa
mission line 

e used to hel
s project from

822-3446 if 

ation regardin
within your j

lp SPS develo
m the Public U

you have any

ng any perm
jurisdiction. 

op its applica
Utility 

y questions o

mits or 

ation

or

A-226



Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr Barry Haenisch 
Superintendent 
Pampa Isd 
Pampa, TX 79065-7801 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr Barry Haenisch: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr Hibbert Wes Beck 
Superintendent 
Shamrock Isd 
100 S Illinois St 
Shamrock, TX 79079-2434 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr Hibbert Wes Beck: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc. 
9400 Ward Parkway • Kansas City, MO 64114-3319 

Tel:  816 333-9400 • Fax:  816 333-3690 • www.burnsmcd.com 

July 25, 2011 

Mr. Paul Clay Mahler 
Superintendent 
Wheeler Isd 
P.O. Box 1010 
Wheeler, TX 79096-1010 

Request for Information 
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project 

BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Paul Clay Mahler: 

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the 
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission 
line.  SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to 
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115 
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray 
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County.  The proposed overhead 
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows 
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.   

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in 
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be 
considered as part of a new transmission line project.  Routing constraints include those areas or 
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports, 
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas.  Route opportunities include such things as 
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way.  Your input on any 
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes 
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts, 
including the following: 

� Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.) 
� Aesthetics
� Water quality and wetlands 
� Soils and geology 
� Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species) 
� Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development) 
� Cultural resources (historic and archaeological) 
� Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and 

maintenance) 
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