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July 25, 2011

Ms. Kathy Boydston

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, TX 78744-3291

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Kathy Boydston:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 641714-3319
Tel: 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com

Florida Professional Certificates  Certification AACO00567, EBOOO0253 A



Ms. Kathy Boydston

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
July 25, 2011
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Burns & McDonnell has already requested and received the Texas Natural Diversity Database data
(TXNDD) as well as the county lists of threatened and endangered species. The study area is located
within the estimated occupied range of the lesser prairie chicken (LPC) (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus)
which is currently a candidate for listing under the ESA. Updates to the LPC estimated occupied
range shapefile as well as any maps of known Leks, species sightings, and Candidate Conservation
Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) are also requested so that Burns & McDonnell can better avoid
impacts to this species.

Below is a list of threatened and endangered species that could potentially occur within the study
area although there are no documented occurrences of these species present in the TXNDD data
currently. A review of the habitat within the study area and a review of the habitats for these species
indicate that habitat may be present for the piping plover, lesser prairie chicken, and Texas horned
lizard.

Name Scientific Name gteStirsal 2:::35 Extirpated
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus LT T
Whooping Crane Grus americana LE E

Lesser Prairie-Chicken | Tympanuchus pallidicinctus | C

American Peregrine Falco peregrinus anatum T

Falcon

Bald Eagle* Haliaeetus leucocephalus T
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus T

Texas horned lizard Phrynosoma cornutum T
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes LE Y
Gray wolf Canis lupus LE E Y

* Although the Bald Eagle has been delisted it is still afforded protection by the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (BGEPA) (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S.C.
703-712).

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.
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Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
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We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Recommendations for
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Voluntary Conservation and Mitigation

(CEQ - 40 CFR 1508.20)

Objective: To develop strategies, partnerships, and programs aimed at stabilizing
declining lesser prairie-chicken populations and at mitigating impacts of habitat loss
and degradation from development projects, such as wind energy and transmission

lines.

1. Background

Lesser prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus) (LPC) populations are
declining in Texas and across the species’ 5-state range (CO, KS, OK, NM, TX).
The current estimated occupied annual range of LPCs in Texas is presented in
Figure 1.

This decline is primarily in response to direct and indirect habitat loss. Direct
habitat loss occurs when otherwise suitable habitat (such as grasslands and
prairie) is converted to other land uses (such as crops, roads, and pads).
Indirect habitat loss is more subtle and occurs when otherwise suitable
habitat becomes “unavailable” or “not usable” by the birds because it is
fragmented from other habitat (perhaps by transmission lines or roads) or
something is present (i.e., has been developed) that precludes the birds from
occupying it (such as wind farm development, high density oil-gas
development, transmission infrastructure).

The LPC is found in large, contiguous blocks of native rangeland, and in Texas
is most common in shinnery oak and sand sagebrush habitat types. The
range of the LPC has contracted significantly over the past century due to
threats such as cultivation of native rangeland, improper range management,
and habitat fragmentation due to oil and gas development, and other types
of development.

Since 1998, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has classified the LPC
as a candidate for listing as threatened under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA), and has reviewed its status on an annual basis since that time.
Candidate species are designated as such when sufficient information exists
to list them under the ESA, but listing is precluded by the presence of higher
priority species. Listing priority is determined by analyzing the magnitude
and immediacy of threats to a species.

In 1998 the LPC was assigned a candidate species listing priority number of 8.
In December 2008, the USFWS changed the listing priority number to 2, since
the magnitude of imminent threats to the LPC had increased to high. This
change in classification was due in large part to increased magnitude of
threats to the species from wind energy development and conversion of
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands to croplands, both which have
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increased recently in terms of ongoing activity and potential activity expected
in the next few years. Based on the USFWS 2008 assessment, they found that
ongoing threats to the lesser prairie-chicken have increased in terms of the
amount of habitat involved and that the overall magnitude of threats to the
lesser prairie-chicken throughout its range is high because the threats put the
viability of the lesser prairie chicken at substantial risk. The threats are
ongoing and thus, imminent. Consequently, the priority for listing the LPC
was raised from 8 to 2.

e Developers whose projects may impact LPC habitat can work with TPWD to
try and preclude the need to list the LPC under the ESA by voluntarily
consulting with TPWD and/or the USFWS to identify avoidance, minimization,
and compensation practices. Through voluntary, collaborative efforts the LPC
can be conserved for future generations without resorting to formal
protection under the ESA, which could result in land use restrictions in some
instances.

2. Need and Purpose

e The LPC is a species of special conservation concern for state and federal
resource agencies as well as non-governmental organizations.

e There is a need for quick response time to current and future events affecting
LPC conservation among industry and resource partners.

e TPWD and industry partners can assist each other with decision-making and
prioritization tools.

e One such tool is the mitigation process (Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) - 40 CFR 1508.20). The purpose of these recommendations is to
develop a habitat-based programmatic mitigation plan that integrates
existing and innovative conservation tools.

e This document is a mitigation plan and not a management plan for LPC.
More information on management of LPC and their habitat can be found in
the literature cited section under Davis et al. 2008, Hagen et al 2004, and the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Lesser Prairie Chicken Management Plan.

3. Process
According to the CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1508.20), mitigation entails efforts to
avoid or minimize impacts to a species of conservation concern or the habitats
upon which it depends. When impacts cannot be avoided or minimized,
compensation takes place. Compensation includes efforts to repair or restore
habitat, as well as purchase, preservation, or maintenance of habitat. Using the
CEQ regulations as a guide, the following recommended best management
practices have been developed by mitigation category for the LPC in those areas
where projects are proposed. This is not an exhaustive list of mitigation
opportunities and partners will continue to explore unique voluntary mitigation
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and conservation activities that contribute to mutual goals and project
considerations.

Recommended Best Management Practices for Development in LPC Habitat

The extent of the impact of development on LPC leking activitiy (e.g. social
structure, mating success, persistence, etc.) and the associated impacts on
productivity (e.g. nesting, nest success, chick survival, etc.) is poorly understood
(Arnett, et al. 2007, National Research Council 2007, Manville 2004). However,
recent research documents that anthropogenic features (e.g. tall structures,
buildings, roads, transmission lines, etc.) can adversely impact vital rates (e.g.
nesting, nest success, leking behavior, etc) of prairie grouse, including LPC (Pruett
et al. 2009, Pitman et al. 2005, Hagen et. al 2009) and greater prairie-chickens
(Robel, Pers. Comm.) over long distances. High quality nesting and brood rearing
habitats surrounding leks are critical to sustaining viable prairie grouse and sage
grouse populations (Giesen and Connelly 1993, Hagen et al. 2004, Connelly et al.
2000). A population assessment study area should include nesting and brood
rearing habitats that may extend several miles from leks. For example, greater
and lesser prairie-chickens generally nest in suitable habitat within 1 to 2 miles of
active leks (Hagen et al. 2004).

The following recommended best management practices are to assist in
minimizing impacts of development in LPC habitat.

Avoid
e Coordinate and communicate with TPWD to avoid transmission-related
development in estimated occupied annual range of LPC habitat.

e Avoid any grassland corridors between existing large tracts of LPC habitat;
these corridors are important for genetic exchange and dispersal.

Minimize or limit
e Minimize impacts to lek sites

Development within 1 to 2 miles of active leks of LPC is discouraged as it
may have significant adverse impacts on the affected population. The
magnitudes and proximal causes (e.g., noise, height of structures,
movement, human activity, etc.) of those impacts on vital rates in LPC
populations are areas of much needed research (Becker et al. 2009). Data
accumulated through such research may improve the understanding of
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e Restoration of degraded habitat

Conversion or reseeding of cropland into native grasslands is encouraged.
Use of non-native grasses or exotic grasses is strongly discouraged. The
seed mix should also incorporate forbs and legumes to provide cover and
food sources.

Compensation

If avoidance is not possible and all measures for minimization have been taken,
and there is still a need to compensate for LPC habitat, mitigation practices
should be used. For compensatory mitigation the quality and amount of the
habitat impacts should be determined by the developer and verified by TPWD
and USFWS. Habitat for LPC is classified below as:

a. High quality: little or no apparent fragmentation of intact habitat

b. Medium quality: intact habitat exhibiting some recent disturbance activity
(e.g., existing roadways)

c. Low quality: extensive fragmentation of habitat (e.g., row-cropped
agricultural lands)

The developer should determine the potential for occupancy of the proposed
development site based on the guidance provided for the LPC. The developer
should analyze current habitat quality and spatial configuration of area impacted
by the development utilizing the following:

a. Use recent aerial or remote imagery to determine distinct habitat
patches, or boundaries, within the proposed development site.

b. Determine the area of intact habitat lost to the project footprint or by
alteration due to the edge effect.

c. Determine edge and interior habitat metrics of the LPC habitat. Buffer
non-habitat cover and fragmenting features appropriate for the LPC, in
order to estimate existing edge.

e C(Calculate area and acres of edge
e C(Calculate area of intact patches of habitat and compare to needs of
LPC
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e Assess the expected future size and quality of habitat patches for the
LPC and the additional fragmenting features, and categorize into high,
medium and low quality as described above.

e Determine expected future acreages of edge and interior habitats.

e (Calculate the area of the remaining patches of intact habitat.

d. Identify habitat patches that are expected to be moved to a lower habitat
quality classification as a result of the proposed development.

e. Determine potential changes in quality and spatial configuration of the
LPC habitat in the proposed development sites using existing site
information and the best available spatial data regarding placement of
wind turbines, ancillary infrastructure or electrical transmission lines.

f. Identify, delineate, and classify all additional features added by the
proposed development that potentially fragment habitat for the LPC (e.g.,
roads, transmission lines, maintenance structures, etc.).

Utilizing this process should help determine the total acreage of LPC habitat
impacted by the proposed project, and quality of that habitat. TPWD and USFWS
will assess the likelihood of a significant reduction in the demographic and
genetic viability of the local population of the LPC using the information provided
by the developer. Based on this assessment, if TPWD and USFWS find that the
analysis shows the likelihood of a significant reduction, the developer should
consider items 1-6 below:

1) Consider alternative locations and development configurations to minimize
fragmentation of habitat in consultation with TPWD and USFWS personnel.

2) Protect high quality habitat parcels identified by TPWD and USFWS that may
be included as part of a plan to limit future loss of habitat for the LPC.

3) Identify areas for restoration of LPC habitat such as historic LPC habitat
adjacent to or could be connected to existing LPC habitat through restoration
practices.

4) Fund/perform monitoring, habitat maintenance, aerial surveys with data
sharing among partners, habitat mapping, and/or research efforts such as
spatial population viability analyses, pre and post development monitoring,
trans-locations to sites that have habitat acquisition/easement/restoration
component.
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5)

6)

Replace or provide substitutes such as habitat acquisition, conservation
easements, restoration of historic habitat, enrollment of suitable acres in
Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA), mitigation
banking.

Payment per acre to pre-determined non-profit entity based on agreed-upon
LPC to-be-determined habitat value(s). These funds can and should be used
by a suitable non-profit entity for LPC conservation in Texas through
agreement with TPWD. May include, but is not limited to use of funds for
match in grant applications, direct payments to landowners for restoration
and improvement activities, or surveys for unique resources on private lands.

Page 7 6/28/2010
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Pruett C.L., Patten M.A., Wolfe D.H. (2009) Avoidance behavior by prairie grouse:
Implications for wind energy development. Conservation Biology 23:1253-1259

Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2006.
(Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC). 2006. Distributed by the Avian
Power Line Interaction Committee)

US Fish and Wildlife Service. “Review of Native Species That Are Candidates for Listing as
Endangered or Threatened; Annual Notice of Findings on Resubmitted Petitions;
Annual Description of Progress on Listing Actions; Proposed Rule” 73 Federal
Register 238 (December 10, 2008) pp. 75175-75244
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TPWD recommends using nest management strategies which include installing nesting platforms on or near
power structures to provide nesting sites for several protected species while minimizing the risks of
electrocution, equipment damage, or outages (Avian Power Line Interaction Committee 2006).

Avian Collision Risks
Birds typically establish flight corridors along and within river and creek drainages. Transmission lines that
cross or are located very near these drainages should have line markers installed at the crossings or closest

points to the drainages to reduce the potential of collisions by birds flying along or near the drainage corridors.

If transmission lines are located in an area with tall trees, the height of the transmission line should not be taller
than the trees to reduce collision risks.

Transmission lines should be located to avoid separating feeding and nesting areas. If this cannot be avoided
lines should be clearly marked to minimize avian collisions with the lines (Avian Power Line Interaction
Committee 1994).

Transmission lines should be buried, when practical, to reduce the risks of avian collisions.

Habitat Impacts

Construction should avoid identified wetland areas. Coordination with appropriate agencies should be
accomplished to ensure regulatory compliance. Construction should occur during dry periods.

Construction should attempt to minimize the amount of flora and fauna disturbed. Reclamation of construction
sites should emphasize replanting with native grasses and leguminous forbs.

Existing rights-of-way should be used to upgrade facilities, where possible, in order to avoid additional clearing
and prevent adverse impacts associated with habitat loss and fragmentation of existing blocks of wooded
habitat.

Forest and woody areas provide food and cover for wildlife, these cover types should be preserved. Mature
trees, particularly those which produce nuts or acorns, should be retained. Shrubs and trees should be trimmed

rather than cleared.

Transmission lines should be designed to cross streams at right angles, at points of narrowest width, and/or at
the lowest banks whenever feasible to provide the least disturbance to stream corridor habitat.

Implementation of wildlife management plans along rights-of-way should be considered whenever feasible.

All pole design should be single phase (without arms), where possible, to preserve the aesthetics of the area.
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Bowers to Howard 115-kV Line
Preliminary Information Request
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July 25, 2011

Mr. David Fulton

Director of Aviation

Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11Th Street

Austin, TX 78701-2483

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. David Fulton:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-49
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Mr. David Fulton

Texas Department of Transportation
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Dianna F. Noble, P.E.

Director, Environmental Affairs
Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11Th Street

Austin, TX 78701-2483

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Dianna F. Noble, P.E.:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A51
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Ms. Dianna F. Noble, P.E.

Texas Department of Transportation
July 25, 2011
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files

A-52



July 25, 2011

Mr. Terry L. Keener, P.E.

Childress District Engineer

Texas Department of Transportation
7599 US 287

Childress, TX 79201-9705

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Terry L. Keener, P.E.:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-53
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Mr. Terry L. Keener, P.E.

Texas Department of Transportation
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Howard Holland, P.E.

Amarillo District Engineer

Texas Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 7368

Amarillo, TX 79114

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Howard Holland, P.E.:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-55
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Mr. Howard Holland, P.E.

Texas Department of Transportation
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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Telephone Memorandum

Called: William Gunn

Organization: TxDOT Aviation Division
Caller: Dusty Werth

Organization: Burns & McDonnell

Subject of Call: Heliport West of Mobeetie, Tx
Call Date: January 2, 2011

Call Time: 8:41 AM

Phone No. Called: ~ 512-416-4507

Project Name: Bowers - Howard

Project No.: 62799

Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth
Date Memo Issued:  1/2/2011

Summary:

Mr. Gunn was called to obtain information on the potential heliport noted from review of aerials
and field reconnaissance. The potential heliport is located approximately .8 miles west of
Mobeetie on State Route 152 at the scenic pull off for the historic Ft. Elliot. Mr. Gunn checked
all of his resources and found no information on this heliport in any of the TxDOT Aviation
records. He did note that the heliport is likely for a private nature as it does not conform to any
type of marking standard.

Mr. Gunn suggested that I contact the local TxDOT office as it appears to be located within the
TxDOT right-of-way to see if they know any more specifics about the heliport.

Attachment

cc: files
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Telephone Memorandum

Called: Chris Reed

Organization: TxDOT Childress Office
Caller: Dusty Werth

Organization: Burns & McDonnell

Subject of Call: Heliport West of Mobeetie, Tx
Call Date: January 2, 2011

Call Time: 8:45 AM

Phone No. Called: (940) 937-7249

Project Name: Bowers - Howard

Project No.: 62799

Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth
Date Memo Issued:  1/2/2011

Summary:

Mr. Reed was called upon recommendation from Mr. Gunn at the TxDOT Aviation Division to
inquire about the heliport located west of Mobeetie, Tx. Mr. Reed knew of the heliport but was
unclear as to the owner of the heliport. He thought that it was put in within the last 10 years at
the request of the local EMS. He had no records in his office of the heliport and said he would
try to find some records and return my call.

Mr. Reed returned my call at 10:15 and confirmed that the heliport was built in the 90’s at the
request of the local EMS. The EMS had received a grant to fund the project and TxDOT built
the heliport in their ROW and TxDOT is the official owner of the heliport but it is not used by
TxDOT and Mr. Reed was uncertain if it was actively used by anyone or who was responsible
for maintaining the heliport.

Attachment

cc: files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Bill O'Hara

Director of Surveying
Texas General Land Office
1700 North Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Bill O'Hara:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com AB7
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Mr. Bill O'Hara

Texas General Land Office
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Hal Croft

Asset Management

Texas General Land Office

1700 North Congress Ave., Suite 840
Austin, TX 78701

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Hal Croft:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A69
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Mr. Hal Croft

Texas General Land Office
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Melanie Callahan

Interim Executive Administrator
Texas Water Development Board
P.O. Box 13231

Austin, TX 78711-3231

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Melanie Callahan:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com AT3
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Ms. Melanie Callahan

Texas Water Development Board
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. F. Lawrence Oaks
Executive Director

Texas Historical Commission
P.O. Box 12276

Austin, TX 78711-2276

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. F. Lawrence Oaks:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com ATS
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Mr. F. Lawrence Oaks

Texas Historical Commission
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Gary Pitner

Executive Director

Panhandle Regional Planning Commission
P.O. Box 9257

Amarillo, TX 79105-9257

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Gary Pitner:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com AT9



[ &

Mr. Gary Pitner

Panhandle Regional Planning Commission
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Region VI Environment & Historic Preservation
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Frc 800 North Loop 288

Denton, TX 76209-3698

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-81



Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
July 25, 2011
Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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August 12, 2011

Mr. Ben Buchanan

Community Development Coord./
Floodplain Administrator

City of Livingston

200 W Church St

Livingston, TX 77351

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project
BMcD Project number: 62799

Dear Mr. Ben Buchanan:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-8T
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Mr. Ben Buchanan
City of Livingston
August 12, 2011
Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Heather Whitlaw

West Texas Sub-Office, Field Biologist
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 713

Canadian, TX 79014

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Heather Whitlaw:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 641714-3319
Tel: 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com

Florida Professional Certificates  Certification AACO00567, EBOOO0253 A-89



Ms. Heather Whitlaw

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Burns & McDonnell has already requested and received the Texas Natural Diversity Database data
(TXNDD) as well as the county lists of threatened and endangered species. The study area is located
within the estimated occupied range of the lesser prairie chicken (LPC) (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus)
which is currently a candidate for listing under the ESA. Updates to the LPC estimated occupied
range shapefile as well as any maps of known Leks, species sightings, and Candidate Conservation
Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) are also requested so that Burns & McDonnell can better avoid
impacts to this species.

Below is a list of threatened and endangered species that could potentially occur within the study
area although there are no documented occurrences of these species present in the TXNDD data
currently. A review of the habitat within the study area and a review of the habitats for these species
indicate that habitat may be present for the piping plover, lesser prairie chicken, and Texas horned
lizard.

Name Scientific Name gteStirsal 2:::35 Extirpated
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus LT T
Whooping Crane Grus americana LE E

Lesser Prairie-Chicken | Tympanuchus pallidicinctus | C

American Peregrine Falco peregrinus anatum T

Falcon

Bald Eagle* Haliaeetus leucocephalus T
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus T

Texas horned lizard Phrynosoma cornutum T
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes LE Y
Gray wolf Canis lupus LE E Y

* Although the Bald Eagle has been delisted it is still afforded protection by the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (BGEPA) (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S.C.
703-712).

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

A-90



[ &

Ms. Heather Whitlaw

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
July 25, 2011

Page 3

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. David Manning

Tulsa District - Regulatory Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1645 S 101 E Ave

Tulsa, OK 74128-4609

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. David Manning:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-101
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Mr. David Manning

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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3. The proposed route of the project on 8 * by ll-inch
copies of 7.b5-minute United States Geological Survey
(USGS) quadrangle maps, national wetland inventory maps,
published soil survey maps, scaled aerial photographs,
and/or other suitable maps. Identify all base maps,

(e.g. “Wheeler, Texas” 7.5-minute USGS quadrangle,
Natural Resources Conservation Service Gray County Soil
Survey Sheet 10)}. Clearly mark (such as by circling) and
number the location of each proposed utility line
crossing of a water of the United States and any
appurtenant structure({s) in waters of the United States
on the map. Waters of the United States include streams
and rivers and most lakes, ponds, mudflats, sandflats,
wetlands, sloughs, wet meadows, abandoned sand and gravel
mining and construction pits, and similar areas.

4, For each potential utility line cressing or appurtenant
structure in a water of the United States, provide the
fellowing site specific information when applicable:

a. 7.5-minute USGS quadrangle map name, universal
transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinates, county,
waterway name;

b. A brief characterization of the crocssing area
{(stream, forested wetland, non-forested wetlands,
etc.) including the National Wetland Inventory
Classification and soil series;

c. Distance between ordinary high water marks (OIWM) ;
d. Proposed method of crossing;

e. Length of proposed crossing;

f. Width of temporary and permanent rights-of-way;

g. Type and amount of dredged or £ill material proposed
tc be discharged below the OHWM;

h. Acreage of proposed temporary and permanent adverse
impacts to waters of the United 3States, including
wetlands; and

i. A typical cross-section.

We encourage you to consult with a gqualified specialist
(biologist, ecologist or other specialist gualified in
jurisdictional determinations) who is familiar with the 1987
Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, the Great Plains
Regional Supplement and the USACE Regulatory Program (33 CFR
Parts 320-331).
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Nationwide Permit 18
Minor Discharges

Minor discharges of dredged or fill material into all waters of the United States, provided the activity meets all of the following
criteria:

(a) The quantity of discharged material and the volume of area excavated do not exceed 25 cubic yards below the plane of the
ordinary high water mark or the high tide line;

(b) The discharge wiil not cause the loss of more than 1/10 acre of waters of the United States; and

(¢} The discharge is not placed for the purpose of a stream diversion.

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification (PCN) to the District Engineer (D) prior to
commencing the activity if:

(1) The discharge or the volume of area excavated exceeds 10 cubic yards below the plane of the ordinary high water

mark or the high tide line, or

(2) the discharge is in a special aquatic site, including wetlands. (See General Condition (GC) 27.)

This Nationwide Permit (NWP) is authorized pursuant to Section 404(e) of the Clean Water Act { CWA) (33 U.S.C. 1344) and
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 401 et seq). The effective date for this NWP (33 CFR 330), GCs,
and definitions is March 19, 2007, as published in the Federal Register. The NWP, GCs, and definitions expire on March 18,
2012.

General Conditions

1. Navigation,

a. No activity may cause more than a minimal adverse effect on navigation.

b. Any safety lights and signals prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard, through regulations or otherwise, must be installed and
maintained at the permittee’s expense on authorized facilities in navigable waters of the United States.

¢. The permittee understands and agrees that, if future operations by the United States require the removal, relocation, or other
alteration, of the structure or work herein authorized, or if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his authorized
representative, said structure or work shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, the
permittee will be required, upon duc notice from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), to remove, relocate, or alter the
structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the United States. No claim shall be made against the
United States on account of any such removal or alteration.

2. Agquatic Life Movements. No activity may substantially disrupt the necessary life cycle movements of those species of
aquatic life indigenous to the waterbody, including those species that normally migrate through the area, unless the activity's
primary purpose is to impound water. Culveris placed in streams must be instalied to maintain low flow conditions.

3. Spawning Areas. Activities in spawning areas during spawning seasons must be avoided to the maximum extent
practicable. Activities that result in the physical destruction (e.g., through excavation, fill, or downstream smothering by
substantial turbidity) of an important spawning area are not authorized.

4. Migratory Bird Breeding Areas. Activities in waters of the United States that serve as breeding areas for migratory birds
must be avoided to the maximum extent practicable. )

5. Shellfish Beds. No activity may occur in areas of concentrated shellfish populations, unless the activity is directly related to
a shellfish harvesting activity authorized by NWPs 4 and 48.

6. Suitable Material. No activity may use unsuitable material (e.g., trash, debris, car bodies, asphalt, etc.). Material used for
construction or discharged must be free from toxic pollutants in toxic amounts (see Section 307 of the CWA).

7. Water Supply Intakes. No activity may occur in the proximity of a public water supply intake, except where the activity is
for the repair or improvement of public water supply intake structures or adjacent bank stabilization.

8. Adverse Effects From Impoundments. If the activity creates an impoundment of water, adverse effects to the aquatic system
due 1o accelerating the passage of water, and/or restricting its flow must be minimized to the maximum extent practicable.

9. Management of Water Flows. To the maximum extent practicabfe, the pre-construction course, condition, capacity, and
location of open waters must be maintained for each activity, including stream channelization and stormwater managetnent
activities, except as provided below. The activity must be constructed to withstand expected high flows. The activity must not
restrict or impede the passage of normal or high flows, unless the primary purpose of the activity is to impound water or
manage high flows. The activity may alter the pre-construction course, condition, capacity, and location of open waters if it
benefits the aquatic environment (e.g., stream restoration or relocation activities).

10. Fills Within 100-Year Flood Plains. The activity must comply with applicable Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) approved State or local flood plain management requirements.

11. Equipment. Heavy equipment working in wetlands or mudflats must be placed on mats, or other measures must be taken to
minimize soil disturbance.
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{1) Until notified in writing by the DE that the activity may proceed under the NWP with any special conditions imposed by the
district or division engineer; or

(2) if 45 calendar days have passed from the DE's receipt of the complete PCN and the prospective permittee has not received
written notice from the district or division engineer. However, if the permittee was required to notify the Corps pursuant to GC
17 that listed species or critical habitat might affected or in the vicinity of the project, or to notify the Corps pursuant to GC 18
that the activity may have the potential to cause effects to historic properties, the permittee cannot begin the activity until
recetving written notification from the Corps that is "no effect” on listed species or "no potential to cause effects” on historic
properties, or that any consultation required under Section 7 of the ESA (see 33 CFR 330.4()) and/or Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation (see 33 CFR 330.4(g)) is completed. Also, work cannot begin under NWPs 21, 49, or 30 until
the permittee has received written approval from the Corps. If the proposed activity requires a written waiver to exceed
specified limits of an NWP, the permittee cannot begin the activity until the DE issues the waiver. If the district or division
engineer notifies the permittee in writing that an individual permit is required within 45 calendar days of receipt of a complete
PCN, the permittee cannot begin the activity until an individual permit has been obtained. Subsequently, the permittee's right to
proceed under the NWP may be modified, suspended, or revoked only in accordance with the procedure set forth in 33 CFR
330.5(d)(2).

b. Contents of PCN: The PCN must be in writing and incfude the following information:

(1) Name, address and telephone numbers of the prospective permittee;

(2) Location of the proposed project;

(3) A description of the proposed project; the project's purpose; direct and indirect adverse environmental effects the project
would cause; any other NWP(s), regional general permit(s), or individual permit{s) used or intended to be used to authorize any
part of the proposed project or any related activity. The description should be sufficiently detailed to allow the DE to determine
that the adverse effects of the project will be minimal and to determine the need for compensatory mitigation. Sketches should
be provided when necessary to show that the activity complies with the terms of the NWP. (Sketches usually clarify the project
and when provided, results in a quicker decision.);

(4) The PCN must include a delineation of special aquatic sites and other waters of the United States on the project site.
Wetland delineations must be prepared in accordance with the current method required by the Corps. The permittee may ask the
Corps to delineate the special aquatic sites and other waters of the United States, but there may be a delay if the Corps does the
delineation, especially if the project site is large or contains many waters of the United States. Furthermore, the 45-day period
will not start until the delineation has been submitted to or completed by the Corps, where appropriate;

{5) If the proposed activity will result in the loss of greater than 1/10 acre of wetlands and a PCN is required, the prospective
permittee must submit a statement describing how the mitigation requirement will be satisfied. As an altematwe the
prospective permittee may submit a conceptual or detailed mitigation plan.

(6) If any listed species or designated critical habitat might be affected or is in the vicinity of the project, or if the project is
located in designated critical habitat, for non-Federal applicants the PCN must include the name(s) of those endangered or
threatened species that might be affected by the proposed work or utilize the designated critical habitat that may be affected by
the proposed work. Federal applicants must provide documentation demonstrating comptiance with the ESA; and

(7) For an activity that may affect a historic property listed on, determined to be eligible for listing on, or potentially eligible for
listing on, the National Register of Historic Places, for non-Federal applicants the PCN must state which historic property may
be affected by the proposed work or include a vicinity map indicating the location of the historic property. Federal applicants
must provide documentation demonstrating compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA.

¢. Form of PCN: The standard individual permit application form (Form ENG 4345) may be used, but the completed
application form must clearly indicate that it is a PCN and must include all of the information required in paragraphs (b)(1}
through (7} of this GC. A letter containing the required information may also be used.

d. Agency Coordination:

(1) The DE will consider any comments from Federal and State agencies concerning the proposed activity's compliance with
the terms and conditions of the NWPs and the need for mitigation to reduce the project's adverse environmental effects to a
minimal level.

{2) For all NWP 48 activities requiring PCN and for other NWP activities requiring PCN to the DE that result in the loss of
greater than 1/2 acre of waters of the United States, the DE wiil immediately provide (e.g., via facsimile transmission, overnight
mail, or other expeditious manner) a copy of the PCN to the appropriate Federal or State offices (USFWS, State natural
resource or water quality agency, EPA, SHPO, THPO, and, if appropriate, the NMFS). With the exception of NWP 37, these
agencies will then have 10 calendar days from the date the material is transmitted to telephone or fax the DE notice that they
intend to provide substantive, site-specific comments. If so contacted by an agency, the DE will wait an additional 15 calendar
days before making a decision on the PCN. The DE wilt fully consider agency comments received within the specitied time
frame, but will provide no response to the resource agency, except as provided below. The DE will indicate in the

5
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Nationwide Permit 12
Utility Line Activities

Activities required for the construction, maintenance, repair, and removal of utility lines and associated facilities in waters of
the United States, provided the activity does not result in the loss of greater than 1/2 acre of waters of the United States.

Utility Lines: This Nationwide Permit (NWP) authorizes the construction, maintenance, or repair of utility lines, including
outfall and intake structures, and the associated excavation, backfill, or bedding for the utility lines, in all waters of the United
States, provided there is no change in pre-construction contours. A "utility line” is defined as any pipe or pipeline for the
transportation of any gaseous, liquid, liquescent, or slurry substance, for any purpose, and any cable, line, or wire for the
transmission for any purpose of electrical energy, telephone, and tefegraph messages, and radio and television communication,
The term "utility line" does not include activities that drain a water of the United States, such as drainage tile or french drains,
but it does apply to pipes conveying drainage from another area. Material resulting from trench excavation may be temporarily
sidecast into waters of the United States for no more than 3 months, provided the material is not placed in such a manner that it
is dispersed by currents or other forces. The District Engineer {DE) may extend the period of temporary side casting for no
more than a total of 180 days, where appropriate. [n wetlands, the top 6 to 12 inches of the trench should normally be
backfilled with topsoil from the trench. The trench cannot be constructed or backfilled in such a manner as to drain waters of
the United States (e.g., backfilling with extensive gravel layers, creating a french drain effect). Any exposed slopes and stream
banks must be stabilized immediately upon completion of the utility line crossing of each waterbody.

Utility Line Substations: This NWP authorizes the construction, maintenance, or expansion of substation facilities associated
with a power line or utility line in non-tidal waters of the United States, provided the activity, in combination with al} other
activities included in one single and complete project, does not result in the loss of greater than 1/2 acre of waters of the United
States. This NWP does not authorize discharges into non-tidal wetlands adjacent to tidal waters of the United States to
construct, maintain, or expand substation facilities.

Foundations for Overhead Utility Line Towers, Poles. and Anchors: This NWP authorizes the construction or maintenance of
foundations for overhead utility line towers, poles, and anchors in all waters of the United States, provided the foundations are
the minimum size necessary and separate footings for each tower leg (rather than a larger single pad) are used where feasible.
Access Roads: This NWP authorizes the construction of access roads for the construction and maintenance of utility lines,
including overhead power lines and utility line substations, in non-tidal waters of the United States, provided the total discharge
from a single and complete project does not cause the loss of greater than 1/2-acre of non-tidal waters of the United States.
This NWP does not authorize discharges into non-tidal wetlands adjacent to tidal waters for access roads. Access roads must
be the minimum width necessary (see Note 2, below). Access roads must be constructed so that the length of the road
minimizes any adverse effects on waters of the United States and must be as near as possible to pre-construction contours and
elevations (e.g., at grade corduroy roads or geotextile/gravel roads). Access roads constructed above pre-construction contours
and elevations in waters of the United States must be properly bridged or culverted to maintain surface flows. This NWP may
authorize utility lines in or affecting navigable waters of the United States even if there is no associated discharge of dredged or
filt material (See 33 CFR Part 322). Overhead utility lines constructed over Section 10 waters and utility lines that are routed in
or under Section 10 waters without a discharge of dredged or fill material require a Section 10 permit. This NWP also
authorizes temporary structures, fills, and work necessary to conduct the utility line activity. Appropriate measures must be
taken to maintain normal downstream flows and minimize flooding to the maximum extent practicable, when temporary
structures, work, and discharges, including cofferdams, are necessary for construction activities, access fills, or dewatering of
construction sites. Temporary fills must consist of materials, and be placed in a manner, that will not be eroded by expected
high flows. Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety, and the affected areas returned to pre-construction elevations.
The areas affected by temporary fills must be revegetated, as appropriate.

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification (PCN) to the DE prior to commencing the activity if
any of the following criteria are met:

(1) The activity involves mechanized land clearing in a forested wetland for the utility line right-of-way;

(2) a Section 10 permit is required;

{3) the utility line in waters of the United States, excluding overhead lines, exceeds 500 feet;

{4) the uiility line is placed within a jurisdictional area (i.c., water of the United States), and it runs parallel to a stream bed that
is within that jurisdictional area;

(5) discharges that result in the loss of greater than 1/10 acre of waters of the United States;

(6) permanent access roads are constructed above grade in waters of the United States for a distance of more than 500 feet; or
(7} permanent access roads are constructed in waters of the United States with impervious materials. (See General Condition
(GC)27.)

Note 1: Where the proposed utility line is constructed or installed in navigable waters of the United States (i.e., Section 10
waters), copies of the PCN and NWP verification will be sent by the U.S. Ammy Corps of Engineers (Corps) to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Ocean Service, for charting the utility line to protect navigation.
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riparian area will be 23 to 50 feet wide on each side of the stream, but the DE may require slightly wider riparian areas to
address documented water quality or habitat loss concerns. Where both wetlands and open waters exist on the project site, the
DE will determine the appropriate compensatory mitigation (e.g., riparian areas and/or wetiands compensation) based on what
is best for the aquatic environment on a watershed basis. In cases where riparian areas are determined to be the most
appropriate form of compensatory mitigation, the DE may waive or reduce the requirement to provide wetland compensatory
mitigation for wetland losses.

g. Permittees may propose the use of mitigation banks, in-lieu fee arrangements, or separate activity-specific compensatory
mitigation. In all cases, the mitigation provisions will specify the party responsible for accomplishing and/or complying with
the mitigaticn plan.

h. Where certain functions and services of waters of the United States are permanently adversely affected, such as the
conversion of a forested or scrub-shrub wetland to a herbaceous wetland in a permanently maintained utility line right-of-way,
mitigation may be required to reduce the adverse effects of the project to the minimal level.

21. Water Quality. Where States and authorized Tribes, or EPA where applicable, have not previously certified compliance of
an NWP with CWA Section 401, individual 401 WQC must be obtained or waived (see 33 CFR 330.4(c)). The DE or State or
Tribe may require additional water quality management measures to ensure that the authorized activity does not resuit in more
than minimal degradation of water quality. Any issued 401 WQC is attached,

22. Coastal Zone Management, In coastal States where an NWP has not previously received a State coastal zone management
consistency concurrence, an individual State coastal zone management consistency concurrence must be obtained, or a
presumption of concurrence must oceur (see 33 CFR 330.4(d)}. The DE or a State may require additional measures to ensure
that the authorized activity is consistent with State coastal zone management requirements.

23. Regional and Case-By-Case Conditions. The activity must comply with any regional conditions that may have been added
by the Division Engineer (see 33 CFR 330.4(¢)) and with any case specific conditions added by the Corps or by the State,
Indian Tribe, or EPA in its Section 401 WQC, or by the State in its Coastal Zone Management Act consistency determination.
24. Use of Multiple NWPs. The use of more than one NWP for a single and complete project is prohibited, except when the
acreage loss of waters of the United States authorized by the NWPs does not exceed the acreage limit of the NWP with the
highest specified acreage limit. For example, if a road crossing over tidal waters is constructed under NWP 14, with associated
bank stabilization authorized by NWP 13, the maximum acreage foss of waters of the United States for the total project cannot
exceed 1/3 acre.

25, Transfer of NWP Verifications. If the permittee sells the property associated with a NWP verification, the permittee may
transfer the NWP verification to the new owner by submitting a letter to the appropriate Corps district office to validate the
fransfer. A copy of the NWP verification must be attached to the letter, and the letter must contain the following statement and
signature: "When the structures or work authorized by this NWP are still in existence at the time the property is transferred, the
terms and conditions of this NWP, including any special conditions, will continue to be binding on the new owner(s) of the
property. To validate the transfer of this NWP and the associated liabilities associated with compliance with its terms and
conditions, have the transferee sign and date below.”

(Transferee) (Date)

26. Compliance Certification. Each permittee who received NWP verification from the Corps must submit a signed
certification regarding the completed work and any required mitigation. The certification form must be forwarded to the Corps
with the NWP verification letter and will include:

a. A statement that the authorized work was done in accordance with the NWP authorization, including any general or specific
conditions;

b. A statement that any required mitigation was completed in accordance with the permit conditions; and

¢. The signature of the permittee certifying the completion of the work and mitigation.

27. PCN.

a. Timing, Where required by the terms of the NWP, the prospective permittee must notify the DE by submitting a PCN as
early as possible, The DE must determine if the PCN is complete within 30 calendar days of the date of receipt and, as a
general rule, will request additional information necessary to make the PCN complete only once. However, if the prospective
permittee does not provide all of the requested information, then the DE will notify the prospective permittee that the PCN is
still incomplete and the PCN review process will not commence until all of the requested information has been received by the
DE. The prospective permittee shall not begin the activity:

(1) Until notified in writing by the DE that the activity may proceed under the NWP with any special conditions imposed by the
district or diviston engineer; or
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Telephone Memorandum

Called: Jamie Hyslop

Organization: US Army Corps of Engineers

Caller: Dusty Werth

Organization: BMcD

Subject of Call: Return call concerning SPS Bowers-Howard 115-kV Transmission Line
Call Date: October 7, 2011

Call Time: 9:47 AM

Phone No. Called: ~ 918-669-7618

Project Name: SPS Bowers - Howard

Project No.: 62799

Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth
Date Memo Issued: October 7, 2011

Summary:

Returned call and left message asking Jamie to return a call.

Attachment

cc: Enter Name
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Mike Nicely

Airports- Southwest Region

U.S. Dept of Transpoprtation, Federal Aviation Administration
2601 Meacham Boulevard

Fort Worth, TX 76137-4298

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Mike Nicely:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A115
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Salvador Salinas

Texas State Conservationist

Natural Resource Conservation Service
101 South Main St.

Temple, TX 76501

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Salvador Salinas:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com AT
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Judge Richard Peet
County Judge

Gray County

205 N. Russell

Pampa, TX 79065-6441

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Judge Richard Peet:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A121
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Joe Wheeley
Commissioner

Gray County

205 N. Russell

Pampa, TX 79065-6441

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Joe Wheeley:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-123
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Gary Willoughby
Commissioner

Gray County

205 N. Russell

Pampa, TX 79065-6441

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Gary Willoughby:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-125
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. John Mark Baggerman
Commissioner

Gray County

205 N. Russell

Pampa, TX 79065-6441

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. John Mark Baggerman:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com AT
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Jeff Haley
Commissioner

Gray County

205 N. Russell

Pampa, TX 79065-6441

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Jeff Haley:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-129
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Susan Winborne
County Clerk

Gray County

P.O. Box 1902
Pampa, TX 79066

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Susan Winborne:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-133
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Brandon McGinty
President

Gray County Farm Bureau
500 W. Kingsmill Ave
Pampa, TX 79065-6333

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Brandon McGinty:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A137
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Darlene Birkes

Chair

Gray County Historical Commission
2356 Aspen Street

Pampa, TX 79065

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Darlene Birkes:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-139
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Jerry Dan Hefley
County Judge
Wheeler County

P.O. Box 486
Wheeler, TX 79096

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Jerry Dan Hefley:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A141



[ &
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Daryl Snelgrooes
Commissioner
Wheeler County

P.O. Box 69

Wheeler, TX 79096

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Daryl Snelgrooes:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-143
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Robert Hink
Commissioner
Wheeler County
P.O. Box 69
Wheeler, TX 79096

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Robert Hink:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-145
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Hubert Moore
Commissioner
Wheeler County
P.O. Box 69
Shamrock, TX 79079

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Hubert Moore:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A147
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. John Walker
Commissioner
Wheeler County
P.O. Box 69
Shamrock, TX 79079

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. John Walker:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-149
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Margaret Dorman
County Clerk

Wheeler County

P.O. Box 465
Wheeler, TX 79096

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Margaret Dorman:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-151
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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WHEELER COUNTY

Wargaref :borm an

COUNTY CLERK
P.O. Box 465
July 27, 2011 ' WHEELER, TEXAS 79096

Bums & McDonnell
9400 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, Missouri 641 14-331 9

Re:  BMcD Project No. 62799

Dear Sir,

This letter is in response to your letter requesting information for the above
project. The County Clerks office does not have access to the information you are
requesting. I have however, enclosed a copy of your map and have placed red circles
indicating where three known cemeteries are.

The town of Mobeetie has numerous designated historic sites including the Old
Mobeetie Jail, which was the first jail in the Panhandle of Texas. Power lines through that
area would not be welcomed. The towns of Mobeetie and Wheeler are the only towns in
Wheeler County that are in your project area.

The Wheeler Airport_.is east of town and is not in your project area.
Should you need to bore under or cut 2 county road, you will be required to get
prior permission from the Wheeler County Commissioners Court. They meet the second

and fourth Monday of each month. Your request to be placed on the agenda will need to
be 72 hours prior to the requested meeting.

Smcerely, '

Wheeler County Clerk
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Mark Elmore

President

Wheeler County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 160

Wheeler, TX 79096-0160

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Mark Elmore:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-155
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Ada Lou Lester

Chair

Wheelter County Historical Commission
P.O. Box 156

Mobeetie, TX 79061

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Ada Lou Lester:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A15T
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Brad Pingel
Mayor

City of Pampa

P.O. Box 2499

Pampa, TX 79066-2499

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Brad Pingel:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-159
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Richard Morris
Interim City Manager
City of Pampa

P.O. Box 2499

Pampa, TX 79066-2499

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Richard Morris:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-161
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Rebecca Holmes
Council Member

City of Pampa

P.O. Box 2499

Pampa, TX 79066-2499

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Rebecca Holmes:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-163
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Ms. Rebecca Holmes
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files

A-164



July 25, 2011

Mr. Robert Dixon
Council Member

City of Pampa

P.O. Box 2499

Pampa, TX 79066-2499

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Robert Dixon:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-165
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Neil Fulton
Council Member

City of Pampa

P.O. Box 2499

Pampa, TX 79066-2499

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Neil Fulton:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-167
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Joe Weaver

Executive Director

Greater Pampa Area Chamber of Commerce
200 North Ballard

Pampa, TX 79065

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Joe Weaver:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-169
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Susan Oldham
Mayor

City of Lefors

P.O. Box 383

Lefors, TX 79054-0383

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Susan Oldham:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com AT
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Lindy Forsyth
City Secretary

City of Lefors

P.O. Box 383

Lefors, TX 79054-0383

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Lindy Forsyth:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A1T3
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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Telephone Memorandum

Called: Lindy Forsyth

Organization: City of Lefors Tx

Caller: Dusty Werth

Organization: Burns & McDonnell

Subject of Call: Return call in regards to request for information letter
Call Date: July 28, 2011

Call Time: 2:50 PM

Phone No. Called: 806-835-2200

Project Name: Bowers — Howard 115-kV Transmission Line
Project No.: 62799

Memo Prepared By: Dusty Werth
Date Memo Issued:  July 28, 2011

Summary:

Lindy Forsyth called and left a message stating she had questions about the request for
information letter she had received. I returned the call and she stated that the line would not
impact the town so they did not have any concerns. I clarified that the City of Lefors is located
within the study area and that the letter referenced a new line and not the existing line north of
the town. She stated that it would be unlikely that the new line would go through the town so the
town still did not have any concerns and would not have any permitting authority.

Attachment
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Billy McBee
Council Member

City of Lefors

P.O. Box 383

Lefors, TX 79054-0383

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Billy McBee:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com AT
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Bill McMinn
Council Member

City of Lefors

P.O. Box 383

Lefors, TX 79054-0383

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Bill McMinn:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A1T9
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files

A-180



July 25, 2011

Mr. David Boyd
Council Member

City of Lefors

P.O. Box 383

Lefors, TX 79054-0383

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. David Boyd:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-181
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Karen Noble
Council Member

City of Lefors

P.O. Box 383

Lefors, TX 79054-0383

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Karen Noble:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-183
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Ray Carter
Council Member

City of Lefors

P.O. Box 383

Lefors, TX 79054-0383

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Ray Carter:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-185
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Gordon Estes

Mayor

City of Mobeetie

P.O. Box 56

Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Gordon Estes:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Patricia Kephart
Council Member

City of Mobeetie

P.O. Box 56

Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Patricia Kephart:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Pam Jones

Council Member

City of Mobeetie

P.O. Box 56

Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Pam Jones:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Louise Shorter
Council Member

City of Mobeetie

P.O. Box 56

Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Louise Shorter:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Emma Swigart
Council Member

City of Mobeetie

P.O. Box 56

Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Emma Swigart:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files

A-196



July 25, 2011

Mr. Gaylord Tompson
Council Member

City of Mobeetie

P.O. Box 56

Mobeetie, TX 79061-0056

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Gaylord Tompson:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Bob McCain

Mayor Pro-Tem

City of Wheeler

P.O. Box 98

Wheeler, TX 79096-0098

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Bob McCain:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-199
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Kristi Petit

City Secretary

City of Wheeler

P.O. Box 98

Wheeler, TX 79096-0098

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Kristi Petit:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Kendall Hefley
Council Member

City of Wheeler

P.O. Box 98

Wheeler, TX 79096-0098

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Kendall Hefley:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Barbra Koelzer
Council Member

City of Wheeler

P.O. Box 98

Wheeler, TX 79096-0098

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Barbra Koelzer:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Don Rose

Council Member

City of Wheeler

P.O. Box 98

Wheeler, TX 79096-0098

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Don Rose:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-207
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Stacy McCasland
Council Member

City of Wheeler

P.O. Box 98

Wheeler, TX 79096-0098

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Stacy McCasland:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Walter Simmons
Council Member

City of Wheeler

P.O. Box 98

Wheeler, TX 79096-0098

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Walter Simmons:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Frankie Jackson

Wheeler Chamber of Commerce
1203 S. Mobeetie St

Wheeler, TX 79096

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Frankie Jackson:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-213
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr Roy L Baker
Superintendent

Fort Elliott Cons Isd
P.O. Box 138

Briscoe, TX 79011-0138

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr Roy L Baker:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-215
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr Bryan Dennis Hanna
Superintendent
Grandview-Hopkins Isd
11676 FM 293

Groom, TX 79039-9801

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr Bryan Dennis Hanna:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-217
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr William Clay Montgomery
Superintendent

Lefors Isd

P.O. Box 390

Lefors, TX 79054-0390

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr William Clay Montgomery:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-219
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr Harald Hill
Superintendent

Mclean Isd

P.O. Box 90

Mclean, TX 79057-0090

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr Harald Hill:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-221



[ &

Mr Harald Hill
Mclean Isd
July 25, 2011
Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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Telephone Memorandum

Called:
Organization:
Caller:
Organization:
Subject of Call:

Call Date:
Call Time:
Phone No. Called:

Project Name:
Project No.:

Memo Prepared By:
Date Memo Issued:

Summary:

Jennifer Sergeant

McLean ISD

Dusty Werth

BMcD

Return call about request for information letters

July 27,2011
2:40 PM
806-779-2301 x 0

Bowers — Howard 115-kV Transmission Line
62799

Dusty Werth
July 27, 2011

I returned Ms. Sergeant’s call referencing the request for information letters that were sent out.

She inquired as to what information we were after from the ISD and I explained that we are

looking for any information the school district may have about new developments, especially
new schools, within the study area. She stated that the district is not looking to build any new
buildings in the future and certainly not in the portion of the ISD that is located within the study
area. I thanked her for her response and that if she could think of anything else that might be of
concern for the ISD within the study area or if she had any additional questions to please give me

call.

Attachment

A-223
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July 25, 2011

Ms. Donna Leslie Gill
Superintendent

Miami Isd

P.O. Box 368

Miami, TX 79059-0368

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Ms. Donna Leslie Gill:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-225
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr Barry Haenisch
Superintendent

Pampa Isd

Pampa, TX 79065-7801

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr Barry Haenisch:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-221



[ &

Mr Barry Haenisch
Pampa Isd

July 25, 2011

Page 2

In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr Hibbert Wes Beck
Superintendent

Shamrock Isd

100 S Illinois St
Shamrock, TX 79079-2434

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr Hibbert Wes Beck:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319

Tel- 816 333-9400 * Fax: 816 333-3690 * www.burnsmed.com A-229
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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July 25, 2011

Mr. Paul Clay Mahler
Superintendent

Wheeler Isd

P.0. Box 1010

Wheeler, TX 79096-1010

Request for Information
Southwest Public Service Bowers to Howard 115-kV Transmission Line Project

BMcD Project number: 62799
Dear Mr. Paul Clay Mahler:

Southwest Public Service (SPS), a subsidiary of Xcel Energy, has identified a need for a new 115
kilovolt (kV) electric line to solve overload and low voltage conditions in the Howard area upon the
loss of the existing Howard 115/69-kV autotransformer or the Wheeler-Howard 115-kV transmission
line. SPS contracted with Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co. Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) to
conduct a routing study and environmental assessment for the proposed Bowers to Howard 115
kilovolt (kV) overhead electric transmission line from the existing Bowers Substation located in Gray
County to the existing Howard Substation located in Wheeler County. The proposed overhead
electric transmission line project will be approximately 33 miles in length. The enclosed map shows
the project area in which preliminary routes will be developed.

Burns & McDonnell is requesting your assistance inventorying the human and natural resources in
the project area to identify any routing constraints or opportunities within the area that should be
considered as part of a new transmission line project. Routing constraints include those areas or
resources which may not be compatible with transmission line construction, such as airports,
protected species habitat, or dense residential areas. Route opportunities include such things as
previously disturbed areas, industrial corridors, and existing utility rights-of-way. Your input on any
of the following resources will assist the project team in developing preliminary alternative routes
that take advantage of opportunities while minimizing potential environmental and land use impacts,
including the following:

e Land Use (current or proposed land development projects, park/recreation areas, etc.)
Aesthetics
Water quality and wetlands
Soils and geology
Wildlife, vegetation, and fisheries (including threatened and endangered species)
Socioeconomics (population, employment, growth, current/future development)
Cultural resources (historic and archaeological)
Transportation and roads (airport and roadway expansions, construction, operations, and
maintenance)

Burns & McDonnell Consultants, Inc.
9400 Ward Parkway * Kansas City, MO 64114-3319
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In addition to the above requested items, we are also requesting information regarding any permits or
any type of approval for construction of the proposed transmission line within your jurisdiction.

Your input is important. The information we collect will be used to help SPS develop its application
seeking a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for this project from the Public Utility
Commission of Texas.

We appreciate your assistance. Please contact me at (816) 822-3446 if you have any questions or
require additional information.

Sincerely,

Dusty E. Werth
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

cc: Lance Kennedy, SPS
Files
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